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16J6.  Kerala rolls out free travel for women on KSRTC buses 

        KSRTC                                                  

 Billed as a significant step towards women‘s empowerment, the Kerala government on 
Monday launched its flagship ‗Priyadarshini‘ free travel scheme for all women and 
transgender persons on ordinary buses operated by the Kerala State Road Transport 
Corporation (KSRTC). 

                           ए                                     ए,                      
                 प           (KSRTC)                                         औ  
                      ए           ‗         ‘                                     

 Under the scheme, women and transgender persons can travel free of charge on seven 
categories of KSRTC ordinary services — ordinary, city ordinary, limited-stop ordinary, 
fair-stage ordinary, town-to-town, point-to-point, and Gramavandi services. 

 इ                       ए  औ                 KSRTC                                — 

       ,             ,        -   प        ,     -            ,     -  -    , प    -  -प         
               —                           

 During the initial phase, women and transgender passengers will be allowed to travel free of 
charge on ordinary bus services for the first 100 days. 

                        औ                          100                                     

                    ए    
 After a review of the scheme‘s performance, the government plans to extend the benefit to 

other categories of services. 

                                      इ                                                
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16J6.  Author-entrepreneur Indira Lankesh passes 

away at 83 

      -                      83                     

 Author Indira Lankesh, 83, died of age-related ailments 
at her residence in Bengaluru on Monday. 

                    , 83    ,                     

                     -                         
                  

 Indira‘s memoir Hulimavu Mattu Nanu is 
considered a landmark among memoirs by women in Kannada. 

 इ                        ‗                 ‘                               
      ए                  ए           औ                                  
              

16J6. U.K. govt. bans social media for children under 16 

                16                                          प         

      

 Britain will ban children aged under 16 from using social media apps, 
including Snapchat, TikTok and YouTube, to protect them from harmful 
content and excessive screen time, Prime Minister Keir Starmer said on 
Monday. 

       16                                                  प   ,        औ  

                                      ,                          औ         

                        ,                                              
 YouTube and Meta, the parent company of Facebook and Instagram, 

warned that a blanket ban could push kids into unregulated online spaces. 

        औ      ,           औ                          ,                      
                                 इ                           

 The ban, which is expected to take effect early next year, makes the U.K. part 
of a growing global movement to tighten online safety for children. 

          ,                                                 ,                  
                                                                      

 Australia, Canada, Brazil and Indonesia have introduced legislation or 

announced age-based restrictions or requirements for children‘s access to 
social media. 

         ,      ,       औ                                                  ए 

         ए          -                                              
 The U.K. said its ban will apply to platforms including Snapchat, TikTok, 

YouTube, Instagram, Facebook and X, but not YouTube Kids or 
messaging services like WhatsApp and Signal. 

                                प   ,       ,       ,         ,        औ      

                          ,                            प औ                   
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GS Paper 1: History 16 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
16J6 QUIZ: Mona Lisa 

 
 

16J6. QUIZ 

1. Who is widely believed to be the woman depicted in the 
Mona Lisa? 

 The woman portrayed in Leonardo da Vinci‘s Mona Lisa 
is widely identified as Lisa Gherardini del Giocondo, the wife 
of Florentine silk merchant Francesco del Giocondo.  

 Because of her husband‘s surname, the painting is also 
known as La Gioconda in Italian and La Joconde in French.  

 2. Around what year is Leonardo da Vinci believed to have 
begun painting the Mona Lisa? 

 Most scholars agree that Leonardo da Vinci began 
painting the Mona Lisa around 1503 in Florence. 

 Italian Renaissance.  
 However, Leonardo continued refining the painting for many years, possibly until 1516–1517, 

carrying it with him to France. 

3. What is the approximate size of the Mona Lisa? 
 Despite its immense fame, the Mona Lisa is relatively small in size, measuring approximately 

77 centimetres by 53 centimetres (30 inches by 21 inches).  

 The painting is executed in oil on a poplar wood panel, a common support used by 

Renaissance artists.  

4. Which artistic technique, heavily employed in the Mona Lisa, creates the painting‘s 
characteristic soft transitions between light and shadow? 

 The signature visual effect of the Mona Lisa comes from Leonardo‘s masterful use of 
sfumato, an Italian term meaning ―smoky‖ or ―softly blurred.‖  

 This technique involves applying multiple thin layers of translucent paint to create seamless 
transitions between light and dark areas without visible outlines. 

 Sfumato gives the portrait its lifelike quality and contributes to the famous ambiguity of Mona 
Lisa‘s smile and expression. 

 Leonardo‘s scientific understanding of optics and human vision enabled him to perfect this 

technique, making the painting one of the greatest achievements of Renaissance art.  

5. Which French king acquired the Mona Lisa for the royal collection? 
 The Mona Lisa entered the French royal collection through King Francis I of France, one of 

the most influential patrons of Renaissance art.  

 Francis I invited Leonardo da Vinci to France in 1516, where the artist spent his final years at 

Clos Lucé near the Château d‘Amboise.  



                      
 

  

P
ag

e5
 

 Leonardo brought the Mona Lisa with him, and after his death in 1519, the painting became 
part of the French royal collection. 

 Over the centuries, it remained in royal residences before eventually becoming one of the 
most treasured works displayed in the Louvre Museum in Paris.  

6. What major event in 1911 dramatically increased the painting‘s worldwide fame? 
 The Mona Lisa‘s global fame increased dramatically after its sensational theft from the 

Louvre Museum in 1911 by Vincenzo Peruggia, an Italian museum worker.  

 Peruggia believed the painting should be returned to Italy and hid it for more than two years. 
The disappearance generated international headlines, turning the artwork into a worldwide 
cultural phenomenon. 

 The painting was recovered in Florence in 1913 and returned to France.  

 

GS Paper 1: Society 16 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
16J6 Tribal body blocks installation of shivling near Om Parvat, says won‘t allow 

artificial structures 

                    प                          प       ,    —                   
                      

16J6 Politics over people 

         ऊप          

16J6.  Tribal body blocks 

installation of shivling near Om 
Parvat, says won‘t allow artificial 
structures 

                    प            

              प       ,    —       

                                  

 The Rung community in a village 
in Vyans valley here on Monday refused 

to allow installation of a three-tonne 
shivling and Nandi in front of Om Parvat, 

stating they are ―nature worshippers‖ who 
do not allow artificial structures on their 
land. 

              ए                                

                प                    

             औ                           

        इ                                 
―           ‖    औ                     

                              
 Rung is an indigenous tribal 

community residing primarily in border 
valleys of Dharchula in Uttarakhand‘s 
Pithoragarh district, known for their 

distinct cultural traditions of nature 
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worship. 

      ए                          ,                       प                              
                                औ                   -                             ए      
         

16J6. Politics over people 

         ऊप          

 The move gave shape and substance to a thought expressed by 
Home Minister Amit Shah: ―unnatural demographic change‖ is a ―very 

significant challenge to the present and future of any nation‖. 

 इ                                                       औ            

    ,                        ―                            ‖              

          औ             ए ―ए                       ‖     
 The committee, chaired by retired Supreme Court judge Justice 

P.P. Naolekar, is to assess demographic changes, examine patterns of 

abnormal population shifts among religious and social communities, and 
recommend a time-bound solution. 

                                               प .प .                   
                                             ,        ए           

                                                                   
                  ए    

 Mr. Shah linked demographic changes not only to sovereignty but 
also to national security, law and order, ―profound changes in social 

structure and the preservation of tribal society‖. 

                                                          ,             

     ,       ए         , ―                                           

             ‖             
 According to the government, demographic shifts have affected 

public service delivery, local governance, resource distribution and social 
cohesion, and Justice Naolekar has said that the panel will also formulate 
a system for the custody and deportation of infiltrators. 

                ,                                                  , 
           ,                              ए                     , औ  
                                                         औ             
  ए    ए                     

 On June 14, Switzerland held a referendum and rejected a 

proposal to cap the country‘s population at 10 million. 

 14                     ए      -                 औ                 
   10                                                   

 Across the world, immigration has become contentious, with 
unregulated cross-border movement seen as a challenge to sovereignty. 

                ए                          , औ               -    
                        ए                                 

 Population management, however, is not entirely about illegal infiltration, and securitising 
demographic trends at the cost of all adjacent factors could do more harm than good. 

        ,                                                , औ                             

                                  ए                                                            
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 If this exercise creates a large stateless population with no country willing to accept them, it 
could result in a demographic deadlock rather than a solution. 

                                                                                    ए         

          ,                                                           
 The fear of communal profiling of Muslims is real, and the Centre should also seriously 

consider whether the human costs are worth it. 

                           इ                                        , औ                  

                             ए    इ                                 
 Rising life expectancy and falling birth rates are changing the composition of India‘s 

population. 

                  औ                                                        
 There are concerns of India losing its demographic dividend, as the quality of education and 

health, and the evolving dynamics of work, remain very challenging. 

                                                                   ,            औ         

                  -                     ए                                      
 Partition created three sovereign countries out of a geographical and cultural continuum, and 

its legacy included voluntary and involuntary movement of people. 

           ए          ए                                                      , औ  इ    
                                                           

 

GS Paper 1: Geography 16 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

16J6 When a small town sends one of its own to Raisina Hill 

                  प                                  प           
16J6 Russian strikes across Ukraine kill 11, famed monastery in Kyiv catches fire 

                      11            ,                        प          
 

 

16J6. When a small town sends one of its own to Raisina Hill 

                  प                                  प           
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 If even a fraction of the projects lined up materialise, Rairangpur in Odisha, the hometown of 
President Droupadi Murmu, will have a compelling story to tell. 

                          ए                              ,                   प  ,            

  प                      , ए                               
 Her tribal-dominated Mayurbhanj district is also set to receive a share of the investments. 

                                  इ                                     
 The Odisha government has accorded approval for the establishment of a second campus of 

the Indian Institute of Forest Management at Rairangpur. 

                                                                                            

          
 A Central Tribal University has also been proposed for Rairangpur. 

             ए                                                        
 The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests has been requested to involve the Wildlife 

Institute of India in preparing a dossier for the nomination of Similipal National Park as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

                                                    प                                

                                                                                            
        

 

16J6. Russian strikes across Ukraine kill 11, famed monastery in Kyiv catches 
fire 

                      11            ,                        प          
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 Moscow fires hundreds of drones and dozens of missiles in overnight barrage; 
Zelenskyy calls for increased pressure from G7 leaders and global partners after air 
assault; Ukrainian drone strike kills three people in Russia‘s Tula region, officials say 

                             औ                     ;                             G7        औ  

                      प                               ;                                     
                                         

 The violence killed five people and wounded 34 in the capital as a fire broke out on the 
grounds of the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra UNESCO World Heritage Site, setting ablaze the roof 
of its Dormition Cathedral. 

                                            औ  34          ए,         -प                    
                                   ,                                         

 Russia‘s military said it had carried out a ―massive strike‖ on military sites in Kyiv, as well as 
the Kharkiv and Dnipro regions, but denied targeting the Lavra, saying it was hit by an 
outdated U.S. Patriot air defence missile. 

                            ,        औ                               ―          ‖     ,       

                        इ            ए           ए                 प                         
               

 Founded in the 11th century, the site holds huge significance for Orthodox believers in both 
Ukraine and Russia. 

 11                                  औ                                   ए             

         
 

GS Paper II: Polity 01 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

16J6 SC seeks govt. response to plea on RTE quota in Punjab 

 प        RTE                    प                                    
16J6 Peace with peace 

                        

 

16J6. SC seeks govt. response to plea on RTE quota in 
Punjab 

 प        RTE                    प                         
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 The Supreme Court on Monday sought responses from the Centre and the Punjab 
government on a plea alleging failure to implement the Right of Children to Free and 
Compulsory Education Act, 2009 in Punjab, particularly the mandate under Section 
12(1)(c) requiring private unaided schools to reserve 25% of entry-level seats for children 

from weaker sections and disadvantaged groups. 

                                   औ  प                                     ,                
                                                  , 2009 (RTE Act)                 
                           ,                  12(1)(c)                     ,                

   -                                    25%                औ        

                   ए                        
 

16J6. Peace with peace 

                        

 The state has the power to intervene before a crime occurs if it is 
reasonably apprehensive that a person is a threat to public order. 

                                                                ,         
                                                   ए              
    

 However, it has acquired a habit of exercising that power 
routinely, resulting in detentions without any substantive criminal charge. 

        ,         इ                                                    
     ,                                                              

              
 The High Court‘s order was based, the Bench said, on a ―highly 

irresponsible‖ deprivation of personal liberties in Uttar Pradesh, where 

police officers and executive magistrates were using preventive powers 
to incarcerate individuals on the basis of arguably minor apprehensions. 

                                                                    
―         -           ‖                 ,                    औ  
                                                                      
                                       

 In Chander Pal Singh as well, the petitioner, a physically 
challenged Dalit advocate, had been arrested over a petty dispute with a 

neighbour. 

      प                              ,    ए                         ,    
             ए                                            

 The Bench said that between May 2025 and April 2026, around 
2,500 people were reportedly subjected to preventive detention 
proceedings in Ghaziabad, despite a 2021 State policy to guide the 

exercise of such powers. 

                  2025         2026                          2,500 

                                                 ,                    
                              2021                                

 The guidelines in response are commendable; if implemented appropriately, they could 
reduce the use of preventive incarceration in neighbourhood and property disputes; require 
executive magistrates to justify their decisions; encourage constitutional challenges to 
unlawful preventive detention; and generate appellate scrutiny of the compensation 
framework. 
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 इ                                    ;                               ए,            औ        

                                                         ;                                    
   औ                    ए                ;                                               
                      ;                                                          

 They may also snap at the heels of magistrates who cite unspecified ―communal tensions‖ to 
jail protesters and who impose prohibitively unaffordable bonds for release. 

                                                 ―               ‖                           
                               ए              औ                                             

 Further, even if the ruling does not directly impinge on the detention of activist Sonam 
Wangchuk under the NSA, it critiques the idea of using the excuse of maintaining peace to 
silence dissent and reminds the state that it still has a responsibility to maintain peace with 
peace. 

 इ           ,                                     (NSA)                                 

                                        ,                    ए                         
                                                                                            

            ए                
 The ruling may also apply to workers and activists recently detained in New Delhi if held 

under Sections 126 or 170 of the BNSS without valid grounds. 

                                   ए  ए       औ                BNSS         126    170    
                                            ,                                       

 The Bench said that compensation for unlawful detention can be recovered from the salary of 
the magistrate concerned and/or police officer following a disciplinary hearing. 

                               ए                                       औ /                    
       ,                          ,                     

 However, the executive has been historically reluctant to penalise its personnel. 

        ,                                                                               
 Second, executive magistrates are part of the State administration and their careers may 

depend on maintaining ‗peace‘ as the State defines it. 

      ,                                                औ                 ‗     ‘       ए      
                   ,                                           

 

GS Paper II: Governance 16 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

16J6 Indian seafarers not to be deployed in conflict zones: DGS 

             ,                                                       
16J6 Social media, video platforms surpass traditional outlets as leading news 

sources: report 

   प   :             औ                                       प    प   प              
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16J6. Indian seafarers not to be deployed 
in conflict zones: DGS 

             ,                                
                       

 The Directorate General of Shipping 
(DGS) has advised maritime recruitment and 
placement agencies not to deploy Indian seafarers 

to conflict zones until further notice. 

                   (DGS)              ए           

ए                                                   
                               

 However, companies may carry out crew 
changes in emergency situations with the consent of 
the crew. 

        ,                                          

                                   
 The safety advisory sent to all stakeholders 

comes days after three Indian seafarers were killed in 
a U.S. strike on Settebello off the coast of Oman. 

                                                 
                    ए                            

                                                  
 The shipping regulator said recent 

developments in the Gulf region, particularly in and 
around the Strait of Hormuz and the Gulf of Oman, 

had resulted in multiple security incidents involving 
merchant vessels carrying Indian seafarers. 

                                ,                

         औ                               
                                              
                                         ए           

    

Navigational Warnings 

                         

 Incidents involving Marivex, Settebello and Jalveer during the past few days highlighted the 

increasing risks faced by commercial ships operating in the region. 

                           ,           औ                          इ                        
                                                    

 The DGS directed masters of vessels operating in or transiting through the Gulf region, 
including the Strait of Hormuz, to maintain heightened security awareness, closely monitor 

navigational warnings issued by security agencies, and implement all applicable ship security 
measures. 

 DGS            ,                                  ,                                            
                                     ए     ,       ए                                     
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 ―This Directorate further reiterates that all Recruitment and Placement Service License 
(RPSL) companies and shipping companies are advised not to deploy or send Indian 

seafarers to conflict areas until further orders.‖ 

 ―                                                                       (RPSL)             
                                                                                             

           ‖ 
 The DGS said it was closely monitoring the evolving situation in coordination with various 

Ministries, the Indian Navy and other stakeholders to ensure safety and welfare. 

 DGS                    औ                           ए               ,                   
                                                                

 The DGS urged all maritime stakeholders to exercise the highest degree of vigilance and 
caution while operating in the conflict zone and to promptly report any incident involving 
Indian seafarers to the authorities concerned. 

 DGS                                                                          औ          
                                                                                            

         

16J6. Social media, video 
platforms surpass 
traditional outlets as 

leading news sources: 
report 

   प   :             औ  

                            

         प    प   प    

                    

 Trust in news is at its 
lowest level globally since 2015, 
as interest in news dwindles. 

                           -    

                                

2015                            
                 

 At the same time, more 
people around the world are 
accessing news through third-
party platforms, such as social 

media and video networks, rather 
than through websites and 
television channels of established 
news brands, according to the 
15th edition of the Reuters 
Institute‘s Digital News Report. 

       ,                            

       प       15             
      ,                                                  इ   औ                         

     -प      ,                  औ               ,                                    
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 The report, produced in collaboration with the Asian College of Journalism, Chennai, is 
based on an online survey of nearly one lakh people across 48 markets worldwide. 

                       ,                                                 48           
                        इ                      

Changing Consumption Patterns 

         प                प 

 Consumption patterns have changed, the study found, with audiences‘ growing 
disengagement with news. 

                                                             औ                           
                  

 Even so, trust in established news brands and support for the idea of impartial news persist. 

       ,                                        प                                     
               

 However, globally, social media and video networks — Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, and 
YouTube — have overtaken news organisations‘ own websites and apps as the most widely 

used means of accessing news. 

        ,                     ,         ,        औ                          ए              

                                      ए                     ए    औ                
                इ   ए                            

 The proportion of people using social media and video networks as their primary source of 
news has also risen. 

                                           औ                                           
                  

 While this trend is more evident among younger audiences, it is prevalent across all age 
groups, the study found. 

                ,                                ,                                           
 It also found that the younger generations are unlikely to acquire the news habits of their 

parents, such as reading a newspaper. 

                                                -                          ,                

    ,                                  
 In fact, older audiences are moving towards the consumption habits of younger audiences, 

the study found. 

         ,                                                                                

Rise of AI and Online News Videos 

     औ                                    

 There has also been a rise in the use of AI chatbots as a means of accessing news, the 
study found, with 10% of respondents globally now using them. 

                                                                                           
औ                10%            इ                     

 This is especially true among audiences below 35 years of age. 

                      35                                        

Less Trust in News 

         प              
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 Paradoxically, while traditional news sources decline amid the emergence of platforms, 
people are also more concerned about misinformation and put less trust in the news they 

come across. 

                 ,      ए                                           ,                        

      (Misinformation)                        औ                                           

           
 There has been a marked rise in the consumption of online news videos. 

                                                                
 The study found that 77% of its global sample consume online news videos every week. 

                                      77%                     इ                          
 These people are, however, consuming them not on news websites or apps but on third-party 

platforms such as YouTube, Instagram, TikTok, and Facebook. 

        ,                                  इ                 ,            ,         ,        

औ                   -                       

GS Paper II: International Relations 01 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

16J6 U.S., Iran reach deal to end war, re-open Strait 

        औ                                       प          प         प  प       
16J6 India and Slovakia expand ties with a series of MoUs from defence to education 

     औ                                                 प                         
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
6 

 

 

16J6.  U.S., Iran reach deal to end war, re-open Strait 

        औ                                       प          प         प  प       

 The U.S. and Iran have reached a preliminary agreement to end the war, lift blockades in the 
Strait of Hormuz and the Gulf of Oman, and launch substantive negotiations on Tehran‘s 
nuclear programme and the Western sanctions, the two countries announced on Monday. 

        औ                      ,                                                         
औ            प                 प                                           ए ए          

                 ए   ,                                     
 The agreement was signed digitally on Sunday, U.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance said, while 

Iran and Pakistan said an in-person signing ceremony would be held in Geneva, 
Switzerland, on June 19. 

         प    प     .  .               इ                                            ए  ए, 

          औ                     19              ,                                 

              ए    
 U.S. President Donald Trump said during a media interaction in France, where he arrived 

on Monday for the G7 meeting, that Mr. Vance will lead the country‘s delegation for the 

signing ceremony. 

            प            प                                     ,                   G7             

              ,                                                                     
 ―The deal with the Islamic Republic of Iran is now complete... I hereby fully authorise the 

toll-free opening of the Strait of Hormuz, and... authorise the immediate removal of the 
United States Naval blockade,‖ Mr. Trump earlier wrote in a social media post. 

―                                                   ...                                 

                                  औ ...                                                            
   ,‖                ए                            

 ―Ships of the world, start your engines. Let the oil flow!‖ he added. 

              , ―               ,      इ                            !‖ 
 Iran‘s Supreme National Security Council confirmed that Tehran and Washington had 

finalised the text of the ‗memorandum of understanding‘ on ending the war, while its 
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Foreign Ministry said releasing frozen assets and paying war reparations were ―essential‖ 
parts of the deal. 

                           प                           औ                                     
‗         प ‘                              ,                                        ए 

                    औ                                    ―       ‖         
 ―The American side has committed to taking measures in both areas,‖ Foreign Ministry 

spokesperson Esmaeil Baqaei said at a press briefing on Monday. 

―                                                           ,‖                              

                                    
 Tehran would not collect tolls from ships but fees for navigation services and environmental 

upkeep would be charged, the Ministry added. 

                                                 ,                    औ                     
            ए    

 ―We have always maintained that we do not seek to collect transit tolls, but fees for navigation 
services, environmental protection, ship insurance and other necessary services will be 
charged,‖ Mr. Baqaei said on Monday. 

                        , ―                                                                   , 
                 ,              ,           औ                        ए           
  ए   ‖ 

 ―Under the agreements reached, the war and military operations on all fronts, including 
Lebanon, are ended immediately and permanently.‖ 

―                                                 औ                    औ              
           ए  ए    ‖ 

 ―Furthermore, the naval blockade against Iran is terminated immediately and completely,‖ 
read a statement issued by the Council Secretariat, which doesn‘t say anything about the 
Strait of Hormuz. 

                                        , ―इ           ,                                
      औ                              ,‖         इ                                            
     

 Talks for a final agreement, which would involve Iran‘s nuclear programme and sanctions, 
―will be postponed until after the other side has implemented its commitments under the 
memorandum‖, the secretariat added. 

                                    ए      ,                             औ               

    , ―                                                        ए                            ‖ 
 U.S. officials say the deal would extend the ceasefire by 60 days during which time talks on 

the core issues would be held. 

                                                       60            ए  ,             

                          
 Iran took control of the strait, a critical waterway connecting the Persian Gulf with the 

Arabian Sea, after the U.S. and Israel launched the war on February 28. 

28                  औ  इ   इ                   ए                                    
                             ,                                           ए                 
           

 Mr. Trump announced a blockade in the Gulf of Oman of Iranian ports on April 12, after 
negotiations between the two sides in Islamabad failed to reach any breakthrough. 

                                                                             12              
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 ―This Great Deal will bring Peace and Security to the whole Region.‖ 

―                                 औ          ए   ‖ 
 ―With the opening of the Strait upon the signing of the Deal on Friday, for purposes of mine 

removal, oil will flow on both ends again for the Region, and the World!‖ Mr. Trump wrote in 
another post. 

          ए                  , ―                                                         
                             ए   औ                    ए                                       

     ‖ 
 He said on Monday evening that ―ships are starting to move, many loaded up with oil, out of 

the Strait of Hormuz.‖ 

                         ―                                       ए   ,                    
      ए    ‖ 

 Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif also confirmed the agreement, adding that ―both 

sides have declared the immediate and permanent termination of military operations on all 
fronts, including in Lebanon.‖ 

प                                                            ए        ―                   

                                       औ                              ‖ 
 Iran‘s Mehr News Agency reported that the deal would see release of $24 billion in frozen 

Iranian assets during the 60-day negotiation period. 

                                      इ                   60                                  

                            24                 ए   ए     
 But U.S. officials, including Mr. Trump and Mr. Vance, have insisted that no cash would be 

paid to Iran upon signing the agreement. 

                         ,              औ                 ,                                 
                                              ए    

 The report also claimed final negotiations would not begin until half of the frozen assets are 
released and the blockade is lifted. 

                                                                                             
                               औ                                  

 The final text of the agreement is yet to be released. 
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16J6.  India and Slovakia expand 
ties with a series of MoUs from 

defence to education 

     औ                           

                      प      
                                

 India and Slovakia on Monday 
expanded their bilateral relationship with 
memoranda of understanding (MoUs) 

across defence, labour mobility, education, 
digital tech, and other sectors, officially 
branding their relationship a 
‗Comprehensive Partnership‘. 

     औ                            ,    

        ,     ,                      
                     प   (MoUs)    
                                       
     औ                                
‗   प          ‘ (Comprehensive 

Partnership)                    
 ―Held an excellent meeting with 

Prime Minister Robert Fico. This is indeed 
a very special moment for the India-
Slovakia friendship,‖ Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said following bilateral talks 
in the Slovakian capital of Bratislava. 

―                                        

                          -                  
  ए ए             ,‖                        
                                          

                  
 The Prime Minister is here for a 

little over 24 hours — the first visit by an 
Indian Prime Minister since the founding of 
Slovakia in 1993. 

              24                       ए 

        —    1993                           
                                          

 ―Our talks covered cooperation in 
sectors like automobiles, railways, 

advanced manufacturing, and green technology.‖ 

―                        इ ,      ,                                                             
    ‖ 

 ―The India-EU Free Trade Agreement will also add momentum to our partnership,‖ the 

Prime Minister said. 

               , ―    -    प               प                                           

      ‖ 
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 The countries committed to significantly boost two-way trade and investment across areas 
such as the automotive, electronic, and advanced manufacturing industries. 

                    इ , इ                                                               

       औ                                                     
 The labour migration MoU signed seeks to facilitate mobility and the exchange of information 

between the authorities in both countries, as per the joint statement. 

                      ,                            प                                

                 औ               -                                    
 The two sides also agreed to conclude a social security agreement in this regard. 

            इ           ए                                                             
 An MoU between the Higher Education Ministries of the two countries to facilitate academic 

and institutional linkages was also signed. 

       औ                                       ए                                      ए  

         प                 ए  ए  
 Mr. Modi and Mr. Fico agreed to promote the mobility of students and researchers — 

especially in STEM fields and humanities. 

        औ                  औ                                                      , 
        STEM      औ                    

Action Against Terrorists 

                            

 The formation of a Joint Working Group on Terrorism was agreed by Mr. Modi and Mr. 
Fico, with the two leaders ―strongly‖ condemning the April 2025 terror attacks in Pahalgam. 

        औ                     प                                                           
        2025    प           ए                  ―           ‖           

 They agreed to work towards the adoption of the Comprehensive Convention on 
International Terrorism within the United Nations framework. 

                                                         प     प                              
                            

 The two leaders called for action against terrorists, including those in the UN Security 
Council 1267 Sanctions Committee list and the sponsors of terrorism. 

                                                                                       , 
                        प        1267                                                  

 The two sides reaffirmed their support for multilateralism and called for UN reform, including 
the UN Security Council (UNSC), with an expansion of the permanent and non-permanent 

seats on the Council. 

               प                                        औ                   ,                

           प     (UNSC)                                                           
 Slovakia has continued to support India‘s quest for a permanent seat on the UNSC and 

―reaffirmed its constructive approach‖ to India‘s membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group 
(NSG), as per the joint statement. 

                      ,              UNSC                                            

            औ                     प (NSG)                            ए      ―        

       ‖                      

Defence and Security Cooperation 
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 Defence and security cooperation would be ―one of the key pillars‖ of the India-Slovakia 
relationship, as per the joint statement. 

                      ,     औ                  -                    ―          ‖       ए  

      
 The two sides signed a Letter of Intent to promote defence cooperation — a move welcomed 

by Mr. Modi and Mr. Fico in their press statements. 

                                         ए ए      प  (Letter of Intent)             ए, 

                    औ                                      
 Through this framework, the governments would seek to collaborate more in defence 

technologies, defence industrial cooperation, capacity building, and research and 
development. 

इ                                               ,     औ            ,                 
         ए                                           

 The two governments signed an MoU on digital technologies to provide structure to their 
digital cooperation, as they committed to deepening collaboration in Artificial Intelligence 
(AI), semiconductors and start-ups. 

                                                ए                    प              प  

            ए औ                 (AI),                     -                                 
                  

 They also agreed to explore cooperation in emerging fields, including the Internet of Things 
(IoT) and 6G standardisation. 

                        (IoT)     6G                                                      
                              

GS Paper III: Economy 16 June 2026 
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16J6. India‘s goods exports hit record high of $45.2 billion in May; trade deficit 

widens 

                          45.2                            प  प     ;    प             

India‘s Merchandise Exports Reach Record High 

                                  प  प      

 India‘s merchandise exports have jumped to a record high of $45.2 billion in May 2026, 
18% higher than $38.3 billion in May last year, according to official data. 

                        ,                    (Merchandise Exports)    2026         
       45.2                      ,                        38.3                      18%      

    
 Services exports rose 13.2% during the same period, to $36.8 billion in May 2026. 

इ                       (Services Exports) 13.2%         2026    36.8                  
 However, despite this, India‘s overall trade deficit widened to $10.5 billion from $6.8 billion 

in May last year due to a sharper growth in imports of both goods and services. 

       , इ                  औ                                                            

   प        (Trade Deficit)                 6.8                  10.5                  

Broad-based Increase 

   प       प        

 The data released by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry show that India‘s 
merchandise exports rose in May, due to higher shipments to Singapore, China, the U.K., 
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Tanzania, Bangladesh, Germany, and South Africa, among others. 

                                                                                             

   ,                      प  ,    ,                ,         ,          ,       औ             
                                     

 This increase was also relatively broad-based in terms of sectors, with both petroleum and 
several non-petroleum sectors seeing strong growth in exports. 

                                    ,      प                  -प                          
                          

 Within merchandise exports, the electronic goods sector saw exports growing 11.6% to 
$5.1 billion in May 2026. 

                                                  11.6%         2026    5.1             
     

 The organic and inorganic chemicals sector similarly saw exports grow by 12.7% to $2.7 
billion during the same period. 

इ                औ                               12.7%      2.7                  
 Notably, the engineering goods category saw exports jumping 24.5% in May 2026 to $12.3 

billion. 

                                            24.5%                    औ        2026    12.3 

                       
 The gems and jewellery sector, too, saw a growth in exports of 6.7% to $2.5 billion in May 

2026. 

                                  6.7%              औ        2026    2.5                   

     
 Overall, the data show India‘s non-petroleum exports grew 10.5% to $70.7 billion in the 

first two months of this financial year. 

                                                                           -प               

10.5%      70.7                  

Imports Grow Faster 

                       

 India‘s merchandise imports 
jumped 22.1% to $73.4 billion in May 

2026. 

                 (Merchandise Imports) 

   2026    22.1%      73.4             
     

 As a result, the merchandise 
trade deficit stood at $28.2 billion in May 

this year, 25% higher than in May 2025. 

इ              , इ                   प   

     (Merchandise Trade Deficit) 28.2 

            ,       2025             25% 

         
 Services imports, too, grew 

14.1% in May 2026 to $19.1 billion. 

          (Services Imports)             
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          औ        2026    14.1%      19.1                  

16J6.  A.P. to partner with Google to create AI-cloud task force 

             -                                                    

 Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu held a series of high-level 
meetings with global technology, logistics, urban development and academic institutions on 
Monday, the first day of his two-day visit to Singapore, seeking investments and strategic 

partnerships for the State's development. 

                        .                                      प                              
                ,          ,            औ                                              

         ,                                       औ                                    
 A key outcome of the visit was an agreement between the Andhra Pradesh government 

and Google to establish a special task force to explore cooperation in artificial intelligence 
(AI), cloud computing and digital governance. 

 इ          ए                             औ  Google                      ,           

               (AI),                 औ                                                
                ए ए                             ए    

 During his meeting with Google Asia-Pacific president Karan Bhajwa, the Chief Minister 

outlined his vision of transforming Andhra Pradesh into a major hub for AI, data centres and 
digital infrastructure. 

           -                                                                         AI, 

          औ                     ए                                            
 He invited Google to partner with the State in strengthening digital governance and real-time 

governance systems through advanced cloud technologies. 

        Google                                                    औ      -  इ       

                                                                  
 Mr. Naidu also sought Google's support for large-scale skill development programmes in AI, 

machine learning and cloud computing. 

             AI,            औ                                                                 
  ए    Google                 

Logistics Parks 

           प    

 The Chief Minister also met representatives of YCH Logistics Group and discussed the 

establishment of logistics parks and a modern supply chain city in Andhra Pradesh. 

             YCH                                              औ                        

         ए                                                 
 In another meeting, Mr. Naidu invited UN-Habitat Executive Director Anacláudia 

Rossbach to establish a Centre of Excellence in Andhra Pradesh. 

 ए                              -                                                             
ए                                             

 The visit forms part of Andhra Pradesh‘s efforts to attract global investments and position the 
State as a leading destination for technology, education, logistics and sustainable urban 
development. 

                                                           ,     ,           औ      

                ए ए                                                                
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16J6.  Centre hikes windfall tax on diesel, aviation 

fuel exports 

             औ                       प               

      

Government Hikes Windfall Gains Tax on Diesel and ATF 
Exports 

               औ               प                         

 The government on Monday hiked windfall gains tax on 
exports of diesel and aviation turbine fuel (ATF), while 
retaining the levy on petrol for the fortnight beginning June 16. 

                         औ                     (ATF)           

                            ,      16                                
  ए प                              

 The rate of Special Additional Excise Duty (SAED) on export of diesel will be ₹14 per litre, 
up from ₹13.5 per litre at present. 

                                   प        (SAED)              ₹13.5                   
₹14                       

 The SAED on export of ATF will be ₹12.5 per litre, up from ₹9.5 per litre. 

 ATF              SAED       ₹9.5                   ₹12.5                       
 There is no change in the rate of duty on exports of petrol and it continues to be at ₹1.5 per 

litre. 

 प                                                          औ     ₹1.5                       
        

 The Finance Ministry, in a notification, said the duty hikes would be effective from June 16. 

               ए                                      16                    
 Also, there is no change in the existing duty rates on petrol and diesel cleared for domestic 

consumption. 

 इ           ,                  ए        ए           प     औ                                  
                              

 

16J6.  Marginal increase in unemployment rate in May 
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 The unemployment rate (UR) in the country increased by 0.3 percentage points to 5.5% in 
May compared with April, according to the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) released 
by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation in New Delhi on Monday. 

                                                                                   

      (PLFS)          ,                     (UR)                  0.3                      
5.5%        

 While rural unemployment increased from 4.6% in April to 5.1% in May, urban 
unemployment decreased marginally from 6.6% in April to 6.4% in May. 

                              4.6%               5.1%      ,                             6.6% 

                           6.4%        
 The unemployment rate among rural males of 15 years and above was 5.2% during May. 

             15     औ                         प                     5.2%            
 For rural females in the same age group, it was 4.7%. 

                                       4.7%      
 In urban areas, the unemployment rate among females was 8.2% compared with 5.9% 

observed for males. 

                                      8.2%    ,      प          ए    5.9%            
 The Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) for persons aged 15 years and above stood 

at 54.4% in May. 

 15     औ                                ए                   (LFPR)       54.4%      
 It was 55% in April. 

               55%     

16J6.  WPI inflation 

jumps to 9.7% in 
May on surging 
fuel prices 

                   

              WPI 

          9.7%    

प      

 Govt. releases 
new series of 
Wholesale Price Index 
with an updated base 
year of 2022-23 along 
with new producer 
price indices in line 
with global best 
practices and IMF 
recommendations 

          2022-23       

             प     प     
                     

(WPI)                  
                   औ  

IMF                    प 
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     प                          

 Inflation at the wholesale level rose to 9.7% in May 2026, primarily driven by surging prices 
of crude oil, natural gas, mineral oils and to a smaller extent, manufactured products, 

according to official data. 

                             2026                              9.7%      ,            

             ,            ,                                    प                          

     
 The Ministry of Commerce and Industry on Monday released the new series of the 

Wholesale Price Index (WPI) with an updated base year of 2022-23 and wider ambit of 

goods measured. 

                                      2022-23     ए                            ए          

        (WPI)                     ,                                              
 Due to the base year update, a historical comparison further back than April 2024 is not 

available. 

                                  2024                                                  
 The May 2026 inflation rate is the highest since at least then. 

    2026                   -  -                                   
 Along with the new WPI, the Commerce Ministry also released the first editions of its Output 

Producer Price Index (OPPI), Trial Input Producer Price Index (IPPI), and Service 
Producer Price Index (Service PPI) of seven services — Banking, Securities Transaction, 
Insurance, Management of Pension Funds, Railways, Passenger Air, and Telecom . 

  ए WPI                            प                       (OPPI),        प           

            (IPPI)                —       ,            -   ,     , प             ,      ,      
       औ           —      ए                           (Service PPI)                        
      

WPI to be phased out 

 WPI                                     

 The government also said that the Producer Price Index (PPI) will replace the WPI in five 
years. 

                         प                 (PPI)                  WPI               
 ―Considering the wide usage of WPI in price escalation clauses, this index will be released for 

five years from the date of its release, along with PPI, and will be discontinued thereafter,‖ the 

Commerce Ministry said in its release. 

                                   , ―                             WPI                   
        ए, इ   PPI        इ                                                   ए   औ  इ        

इ                 ए   ‖ 
 ―This would give sufficient time to users to switch from WPI to PPI.‖ 

 ―इ                   WPI    PPI                 ए                   ‖ 
 It added that the transition from WPI to PPI is in line with the global best practices adopted by 

advanced economies and the recommendations of the IMF. 

                  WPI    PPI                                                         

      औ  IMF                          
 The surge in the WPI in May 2026 was driven overwhelmingly by soaring fuel prices that 

month as a result of the West Asia crisis. 

    2026    WPI                       प                                              
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 Inflation in the crude oil and natural gas category jumped to 61.5% in May 2026, from 
56.3% in the previous month. 

          औ                                   2026         61.5%      ,                
56.3%     

 While this is a reflection of the elevated global oil and gas prices, it is also a result of a low 
base, since the new series of the WPI shows prices in this category contracted by 15.5% in 

May last year. 

                     औ                                 ,                               
         ,       WPI                        इ                                   15.5%    
                     

 Similarly, inflation in the mineral oils category accelerated to 49.8% in May 2026 from 40.7% 

in April. 

 इ                                               40.7%            2026    49.8%        
 Here, too, prices had contracted in May last year. 

                                                       
 The WPI shows that inflation in the manufacturing and food segments also quickened in 

May 2026, albeit not as quickly as for fuel. 

 WPI                 2026             औ                               ,                      
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16J6. AI is helping patients understand cancer but misunderstand doctors 

                                            ,                                
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 I used to explain the PDL1 status and the role of neoadjuvant therapy, where patients get 
immunotherapy first followed by surgery — terms that meant nothing. 

        PDL1       औ                  प                     ,                      
          प             औ                                 —                      ए         
              

  ―So PDL1-positive means my cancer may respond well to specific treatment and have 

higher cure rates?‖ they ask. 

―   PDL1-प                                                                              औ  
इ                                       ?‖              

 I have patients who understand why a phase II trial for immunotherapy might be 
appropriate for their metastatic melanoma. 

                                                             ए           प        -II प          
  ए                        

 Informed consent is now informed in a way that would not have been remotely possible five 

years ago. 

                                       ,                                              
 A man with advanced salivary gland cancer asked me about the open clinical trials that I 

hadn‘t even mentioned yet. 

                                     ए                                                        
                                         

 He wasn‘t just following my recommendation; he understood the science behind it. 

                                           ;                                         
 This represents patients becoming medically literate enough to participate in their own care. 

                                                          ए                                   

           
 The guidelines themselves are now being simplified by LLMs into language that does not 

require an oncology degree to understand. 

                      LLMs                                                       ए 

                                     
 A patient with cancer can ask ChatGPT to explain the staging system, treatment options, and 

surveillance protocols. 

                       ChatGPT                 ,              औ                            
          ए             

 This democratisation of cancer knowledge is important, especially in India, where accessing 

oncologists is itself challenging for many. 

                                            ,                ,                     ए 

                                        
 My recommendation is surgery followed by radiotherapy. 

                                         प         
 The LLM gave her valid information and even explained that some stage II oral cancers don‘t 

need radiotherapy. 

LLM                       औ                          -II                              
                   

 But it couldn‘t tell her that her specific tumour with its specific characteristics had a 30% 
recurrence risk without radiotherapy and 10% with it. 

                                                                                             
                        30%    औ                      10%  
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 That difference is life-years. 

                                     
 Making that judgement requires knowing her values, her tolerance for toxicity, and her 

specific cancer biology. 

                    ए           ,                              औ                            

                         
 According to one JAMA study on diagnostic accuracy, when LLMs encounter complex cases 

requiring contextual reasoning, their accuracy drops significantly, well below the level of an 
experienced physician. 

                         ए  JAMA                ,    LLMs                         
                                            ,                                          औ  
   ए                                                  

 What troubles me most is something we are witnessing in real time: the widening trust gap 

between doctor and patient. 

                                    ,                                                 :       
औ                                      

 I tell a patient with stage IV cancer that chemotherapy is unlikely to be curative but 
might extend life by months and improve quality of life. 

       -IV         प                                     प            प                             

  ,                                           औ                                      

 The patient pulls up what ChatGPT said: ―Chemotherapy can cause severe nausea, hair loss, 

infections, and heart damage. 

     ChatGPT                           : ―                        ,         ,               

                   
 Many people pursue alternative medicine instead.‖ 

इ                                                              ‖ 
 It has essentially validated scepticism about chemotherapy without context about whether, in 

this specific situation, the risk-benefit ratio favours treatment. 

इ                                                        ,                 ए    इ                 

        -       प                              
 They think I am pushing toxic drugs for profit while the LLM is being more honest. 

                                  ए        औ                              ,      LLM      

            
 Eighteen months later, he has stage III lung cancer that was likely stage I when he first 

noticed it. 

                        -III                       ,                                       -I    
    

 Another patient with breast cancer asked an LLM about stopping hormone therapy after 

three years. 

                  ए                                    प                      LLM          
 The algorithm discussed ―natural approaches‖ and how some women manage without 

medication. 

ए           ―             ‖                            ए                                    
    

 These are stories of real patients harmed by a tool we have unleashed without fully 
understanding how to control it. 
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 Patients are increasingly informed but often misinformed. 

                                       ,                                              
 They have information without context. 

                   ,                           
 They trust algorithms that sound intelligent but lack accountability. 

       ए                                                      ,                               

    
 They are sceptical of doctors who try to add nuance because the algorithm validated their 

simpler interpretation. 

                                                                                 ,       

ए                                                             
 They cannot examine a patient or order a biopsy or follow someone over time. 

                                         ,                              औ                  

                                              
 And we need to rebuild something I see eroding: patients understanding 

that a doctor who disagrees with them might not be defensive or greedy. 

औ                                                 -                ए            : 
                                          
                                      
    

16J6. AI falls short on extreme 
weather forecasting 

                                  

        प                          

Artificial Intelligence and Extreme 
Weather Forecasting 

               औ           प          

 In the study, researchers from 
Germany and Switzerland compared 

several leading AI weather models, including 
GraphCast, Pangu-Weather, and Fuxi, 

against the world‘s gold standard for 
traditional forecasting: the high-resolution 
(HRES) model of the European Centre for 
Medium-Range Weather Forecasts. 

इ                 औ               
                     AI           ,       
GraphCast, Pangu-Weather औ  Fuxi       

  ,                                             

                    European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts 

      -          (HRES)             
 They found that while the AI models excelled at predicting ‗normal‘ 

weather and even moderate extremes, they consistently failed to accurately 
predict events that would shatter records. 
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                    AI      ‗      ‘      औ                                       
                             ,                                                                     
          

 Traditional models are based on physics, and use complex mathematical equations to 

describe how air and heat move, how moisture turns into rain, and so on. 

                                       औ                    ए                        
                      औ                          ,                                  ,      

 They are trained to look for patterns based on 40 years of historical weather data (1979-
2017), so when the weather does something completely unprecedented — like a record-
setting heatwave — the AI models have no basis to anticipate it. 

     40                              (1979-2017)                                      ए 

                   , इ   ए                                                 —             
                  —    AI                                                           

 This is called an extrapolation problem: that is, AI is great at interpolating, or predicting 

things within the range of what it has seen, but it struggles to predict things far outside of its 
training data. 

इ        प                       ;        AI     प                          ,                
                                       ए  ए                 ,                                  
                                                                    

 Early warning systems for heatwaves, floods, and storms still require the highest possible 

accuracy during extreme weather to save lives. 

      ,     औ              ए                                                              

                                             
 

16J6. QUIZ 

1. The phenomenon where light is magnified by gravity 
Answer: Gravitational Lensing 

 Gravitational lensing is a phenomenon predicted by Albert 
Einstein‘s General Theory of Relativity.  

 It occurs when the gravitational field of a massive object, such as a 
galaxy or galaxy cluster, bends the path of light coming from a more distant 
object. 

  This bending can magnify, distort, or even create multiple images of 
the background source.  

2. Spacecraft designed to be pushed forward by light 
Answer: Light-Sail 

 A light-sail (or solar sail) is a spacecraft propulsion system that uses 
the pressure exerted by light photons to generate motion. Unlike conventional 

rockets, light-sails require no onboard fuel for propulsion.  

 They use large, highly reflective sails that capture momentum from sunlight or powerful laser 
beams. 

3. Light that appears near surfaces and fades rapidly away from it 
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Answer: Evanescent Waves 

 Evanescent waves are electromagnetic waves that form near the boundary between two 
different media when light undergoes total internal reflection. 

 Unlike ordinary light waves, they do not travel far into the second medium. Instead, their 
intensity decreases exponentially with distance from the surface. 

4. How light‘s electric field moves when it‘s circularly polarised 
Answer: Rotates 

 In circularly polarised light, the electric field vector continuously rotates as the light wave 
propagates through space. Instead of oscillating in a single plane, as in linearly polarised 
light, the electric field traces a circular path around the direction of travel. 

5. Space acquired this property due to ultra-strong magnetic fields 
Answer: Birefringent 

 Under extremely intense magnetic fields, empty space can become birefringent, a 
phenomenon known as vacuum birefringence.  

 According to Quantum Electrodynamics (QED), powerful magnetic fields can alter the 

behaviour of virtual particles in a vacuum, causing light with different polarisations to travel 
differently. 

  As a result, space behaves similarly to a birefringent crystal, splitting light into components 
with distinct properties.  

 This effect is expected near highly magnetised neutron stars called magnetars, whose 

magnetic fields are trillions of times stronger than Earth‘s.  

 Observational evidence for vacuum birefringence has provided important support for 

fundamental predictions of modern quantum physics. 
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16J6. Technology drives India-France strategic convergence 

              -                                           

 It is a measure of the importance that Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French President 
Emmanuel Macron attach to the India-France relationship that they are meeting again in 
France, on the sidelines of the G-7 Summit in Evian (June 15-17), barely months after Mr. 
Macron‘s visit to India for the India AI Impact Summit 2026 in New Delhi in February. 

   इ                                        औ                                   -            
                                                                     प         2026      ए 

                                        ,       (15-17    )             -7                
                                 

 During that visit, the two leaders jointly inaugurated the India-France Year of Innovation 
2026. 

                                                 -                2026                    
 In normal diplomacy, such announcements often take time to translate into action. 

                                                                       
 It is therefore notable that Mr. Modi and Mr. Macron are already moving swiftly to advance 

bilateral technology cooperation. 

इ   ए                           औ                                                    ए 

                                   
 They jointly inaugurated the ―Bharat Innovates‖ event in Nice (June 14-16), bringing 

together leading Indian start-ups and venture capital funds. 

           (14-16    )           ―            ‖                                   ,       
                  -   औ                  ए     ए  

 Mr. Modi will then attend the VivaTech Summit in Paris on June 18, Europe‘s largest 
technology and start-up event, underscoring the growing India-France technology 
partnership. 

इ                18        प                                              ,                  
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              औ       -                             -                                    

         

The New Pillars of Partnership 

                    

 The India-French relationship is constantly evolving and is consequently being updated by 
the two leaders who are committed to the cause. 

    -                                   औ  इ        इ                                 इ    
                                   

 While the recently elevated Special Global Strategic Partnership has always included 
traditional areas such as defence, nuclear and space, it is the focus on technology and 
innovation that is now exciting for the relationship. 

                                                              ,             औ              
                              ,                    औ                          इ              

                     
 This focus will include cyberspace, Artificial Intelligence (AI), health care, sustainable 

development, creative economy, education and research. 

इ                     प  ,                (AI),            ,          ,         

         ,      औ                                
 These are new facets of the evolving and dynamic relationship and will no doubt take ties to 

greater heights. 

               औ                    ए         औ                                         इ   
        ए     

 Technology and innovation has tremendous mutual advantages for both sides. 

          औ                       ए                                   
 France has some of the best state-of-the-art technology in aerospace, AI, robotics, biotech, 

health care, green tech and sustainable development, besides being a European hub for 

the digital economy. 

                 प  , AI,         ,    -         ,            ,                औ      

                                         ,                               ए               

           
 It is not hard to see how India can not only benefit from access to technology in these areas 

but also bring its own added value in terms of frugal innovation, start-ups, digital public 
infrastructure and biotech, just to name a few. 

                              इ                                                      -    

              ,      - प,                          औ     -                            
                             

 The possibilities are endless. 

       ए             
 It must be hoped that the two tech summits — ―Bharat Innovates‖ and ―VivaTech‖ — will 

enable the private sector on both sides to come up with substantive collaborative 
arrangements. 

                   ए                               — ―            ‖ औ  ―       ‖ — 

                                                ए                   ए                 

Defence, Space and Africa 

   ,        औ        
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 The two leaders are also expected to take stock of the Special Strategic Partnership. 

                                                                                     
 There are a number of dossiers which can benefit from their political and strategic guidance. 

                                     औ                                      
 The first is certainly the idea of the co-designing and co-production of defence platforms 

which must be expedited. 

                                           प  औ           प                 ,          

                     ए  
 Progress is also desirable in emerging areas such as small modular reactors, joint satellite 

development and human flight programmes. 

इ                               ,         प                                           
                                 

 The potential for Franco-Indian cooperation in Africa has not been fully exploited and this 

must get the attention of both sides. 

             -                                                             औ  इ          
                                ए  

 This becomes even more important in light of the postponement of the India-Africa Forum 
Summit (May 2026) due to the Ebola crisis in Africa. 

                                -                       (   2026)                  
              औ                               

 The two leaders will doubtless exchange views on the ongoing conflicts: in Ukraine and in 
Iran, which have adversely and disproportionately affected countries of the Global South. 

                         औ                             -            ,                   

(Global South)                   औ                                
 Mr. Modi‘s Europe visit (June 13-18, 2026) also includes a state visit to Slovakia, the first-

ever visit by an Indian Prime Minister to Slovakia since its independence in 1993. 

               प      (13-18    , 2026)                                        ,    1993    
                                                            

Watching the ‗D10 Debate‘ 

‗D10    ‘ प        

 France, as the current chair of the G-7, will host the G-7 Summit in Evian from June 15 to 17, 
2026. 

  -7                              15    17    , 2026               -7                
               

 It is difficult to imagine a G-7 summit without India being invited, and Mr. Modi‘s participation 
is particularly important given the geopolitical turbulence of the present moment. 

                                -7                                  , औ           -
                            ए                                              

 United States President Donald Trump is also expected to attend it. 

                           प            प       इ                            
 While attention will naturally focus on the possibility of a Modi-Trump meeting, any 

interaction may not be a substantive one, given the G-7 atmospherics. 

                         -  प                                    ,         -7        

                   ए                                                          
 More important is the evolving role of the G-7 itself in global geopolitics. 

इ                              -                  -7                     
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 With the G-20 having lost some of its momentum in recent years, discussions have 
resurfaced about expanding the G-7 into a D10 — a grouping of 10 major democracies. 

                -20                              -7                  D10 —        10      

                       —                             ए                          
 Whether, and how soon, such a transformation materialises remains uncertain, but it is a 

development India will need to watch closely. 

                        ,                                    ,                  ;              
                                                  

 At the end of the day, two middle powers — India and France — which set great store by 
strategic autonomy, have a fundamental role to play in contributing to geopolitical stability 
and ensuring a smooth transition to a multipolar world. 

                      —      औ       —                                          ,   -
                                                                                    
                           

 In that sense, Mr. Modi and Mr. Macron shoulder a significant responsibility. 

इ                  औ          ए                                  

16J6. Novartis launches 
therapy to treat prostate 
cancer 

                             प    

              प          

 For better cancer care in 
India, Novartis India has announced 
the launch of Pluvicto (lutetium 
(177Lu) vipivotide tetraxetan), the 

country‘s first regulatory authority 
approved radioligand therapy for 
eligible patients with Prostate-
Specific Membrane Antigen 
(PSMA)-positive prostate cancer. 

                                ए 

                   Pluvicto (lutetium 

(177Lu) vipivotide tetraxetan)    
                   ,          -

 प                     (PSMA)-

प                                    
  ए                            

                             प      
 Designed to precisely target prostate cancer cells while minimising exposure to healthy 

tissues, Pluvicto introduces a new treatment approach for metastatic prostate cancer, the 

company said. 

                 Pluvicto                                       ए                         
                          ए     इ              औ                                 ए ए     

                           
 Judith Love, Region Head Asia Pacific Middle East Africa, Novartis, said, ―India is a 

priority market for Novartis, with growing momentum in precision oncology and advanced 

cancer care.‖ 
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         ,                प      ,     प    औ       ,         ,       , ―              ए      

ए                        ,                      औ                                      
       ‖ 

 ―The introduction of Pluvicto marks a meaningful step forward – bringing globally approved 

innovation closer to patients who need more targeted treatment options.‖ 

 ―Pluvicto          ए                          ,                                      

          औ                                                          ‖ 
 ―What makes this launch especially impactful is not just the science, but the opportunity to 

expand access through India‘s growing nuclear medicine infrastructure.‖ 

 ―इ                                                   इ                 ,                   
                                       इ                                       ‖ 

 ―We remain committed to enabling access to next-generation treatments, and I‘m excited 
about the difference Pluvicto can make for patients in India,‖ he added. 

               , ―        प        प                                 ए           औ     इ  

                           Pluvicto                     ए                            ‖ 
 Amitabh Dube, Country President and Managing Director, Novartis India, said, ―In India, 

a large proportion of prostate cancer patients continue to be diagnosed only after the 
disease has progressed to a metastatic stage, limiting treatment options and impacting 

quality of life.‖ 

            ,                             ,                ,       , ―                              
   ए                                                                                ,       
                             औ                                ‖ 

 ―With the launch of Pluvicto, we are bringing a globally recognized radioligand therapy 
platform to India at a time when the need for precision oncology solutions is increasing 

rapidly,‖ he said. 

           , ―Pluvicto                           ए                                        

    प                    ,                                                                 
   ‖ 

GS Paper III: Environment  16 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

16J6 Centre issues alert on potential drone attacks on vital installations 

            प             प                                           
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16J6. Heatwaves, ozone raise cardiac death risk: study 

      :    औ                                             

 While surface ozone — a pollutant harmful to the heart and lungs — already exceeds safe 
limits across much of India in the hot pre-monsoon months, a new study finds that heatwaves 

push it to still higher levels, thus adding several hundred deaths to a far larger toll that the 
study links to ozone across the season. 

                (Surface Ozone) —     औ             ए          ए        —         
                   -                                                              , ए   ए 

                               इ            औ                  ,                            
                                                        

 The peer-reviewed study, published in the Nature Portfolio journal npj Clean Air on June 
12, reports that surface ozone reaches 85-110 micrograms per cubic metre in northern 
India during heatwaves and exceeds the World Health Organization (WHO) guideline of 70 
micrograms per cubic metre in every region of the country. 

 12             प                   npj Clean Air                -                
      ,                                               85-110                         
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              औ                                        (WHO)                70              

                                   
 The levels fall back within three to four days of a heatwave ending. 

                                              इ                            
 Because ozone level stays high for much of the season, the study attributes a large number 

of deaths to it even outside heatwaves. 

                                                , इ   ए                                     
                 इ              

 During the heatwave days of 2024, it links about 26,500 deaths from ischaemic heart 
disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) to ozone exposure. 

     2024                                                  औ                 प       
      (COPD)             26,500                                   

 However, such health conditions are present before as well as after the heat too. 

        ,                                                                औ                       
    

 The heatwave‘s contribution to the toll is the rise in it over the preceding days: about 490 
additional heart-disease deaths and 342 from COPD, or roughly 830 in all. 

                                                                                              , 
           490                            342 COPD      ,                       830 

            ,      
 The overall numbers are so large mainly because of how they are calculated. 

           इ               इ   ए                     इ                          
 They are not directly counted. 

 इ                            
 The study applies a small increase in an individual‘s risk of dying from these two common 

diseases to India‘s population of more than a billion; even a slight per-person risk, spread 
across so many people and two of the country‘s leading causes of death, adds up to tens of 
thousands. 

       इ                                                                            ए      

                             ;                                    इ              औ           
                                                               

 The authors note that the mortality figures had to be modelled, as continuous ground-level 
ozone measurements were not available for the specific heatwave days in many affected 
cities. 

                                                                                         

                                       ए                                     
 Therefore, the estimates rely on the assumed relationship between ozone exposure and 

disease rather than direct observation. 

                                              औ                   ए                     
 Surface ozone is not released directly but forms when sunlight drives a reaction among other 

pollutants, a process that speeds up in heat. 

                                 ,                                                     
                           , औ                                          

 ―Ozone is very harmful, while NO₂ (Nitrogen Dioxide) and HCHO (Formaldehyde) directly 
damage the respiratory system,‖ the authors write, referring to two of the gases involved in 
forming ozone. 

                     ―                      ,      NO₂ (                 ) औ  HCHO 
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(           )                                 ,‖ औ                                             

         
 The authors describe the work as the first comprehensive, long-term, and country-wide 

assessment of surface ozone during heatwaves in India, noting that previous studies were 
largely limited to individual cities or regions. 

          इ                                                        ,           औ           
             ,                                                          

 They counted 188 heatwave events over the two decades with most severe years — 2010, 
2016, 2019, and 2024 — following strong El Niño episodes. 

                   188                         ,       2010, 2016, 2019 औ  2024            
       , औ                                    ए  

 The Western Himalayas recorded the steepest long-term rise in ozone level. 

 प                                                                          

GS Paper III: Internal Security 16 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

16J6 Centre issues alert on potential drone attacks on vital installations 

            प             प                                           
16J6 Drone revolution and modern warfare 

          औ                 
 

 

16J6. Centre issues alert 

on potential drone 
attacks on vital 
installations 

            प             
प                      
                     

 The Union 
government has warned of 
possible rogue drone attacks 

targeting vital installations along 
the borders, prompting security 
agencies to work on deploying 
counter-drone technology 
systems to safeguard critical 
assets across the country. 

                                                                        (Rogue Drone)      
                ,                 ए                                                   ए       -

                                                   
 According to official sources, the Marine Security Wing of the Ministry of Ports, Shipping 

and Waterways issued the alert on the emerging drone threat at Vital Assets and Vital 
Installations (VAVIs) located around the land and sea borders. 

                       , प  , प   प      औ                                             ए   
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                              प    प    प             प             (VAVIs)              

                                    
 It was stated that the current geo-political situation across the world had demonstrated that 

hostile drones could disrupt operations of critical VAVIs. 

                                       प                                                   

         VAVI            औ                                          
 ―There is an urgent need to take concrete steps to safeguard our assets, especially those 

located near the borders from rogue drones by installing Anti-Drone Systems,‖ the 

communication said. 

                , ―                                                                            
     ए     -                                                             ‖ 

 In view of the emerging threat, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) had constituted the Anti 
Rogue Drone Technology Committee in the Border Security Force (BSF) for evaluation 

and certification of new technology systems for the deployment of counter-rogue drone 
technology systems in India. 

                      ए            (MHA)                  (BSF)                           
                    ,                                           -                          
            ए                     

 The force is in the process of installing anti-drone systems in Punjab along the Pakistan 
border for which trials had already started, the sources said. 

              ,    प                    प            ए   -                                    , 
        ए                       ए             

 In February 2026, the V.O. Chidambaranar Port Authority in Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu, 
had become the first port in the country to initiate the implementation of an advanced Anti-
Drone System as part of measures to protect critical port infrastructure. 

      2026                          (Thoothukudi)        . .           प                   
                ,                                               ए          -               
                

 The port signed an agreement with Central Electronics Limited (CEL), under the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research (DSIR), Ministry of Science and 
Technology. 

इ                                                            औ                      

(DSIR)    इ                            (CEL)        ए                     ए  
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16J6. Drone revolution and modern warfare 

          औ                 

 The wars in Ukraine, Lebanon and West Asia have shown how drones have become 
central to modern warfare. 

     ,        औ  प                                                                        
             ए     
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 As cheap, mass-produced unmanned systems proliferate, military power is increasingly 
shaped by industrial scale, technological adaptation and the ability to build, deploy and 
counter drones. 

    -          औ      प      प                                           ,                   

         औ           ,                                 ,        औ                    
                               

End of Superiority 

          प   प                  

 For decades, military power has been defined by the scale and sophistication of 

conventional arsenals — combat aircraft, tanks, artillery, warships, air-defence systems, 
precision-guided missiles, and other high-end assets. 

                                              औ                                       

                 —                 ,    ,        ,        ,     -            ,     -        

    इ   औ                        
 In this environment, battlefield superiority belonged to armies with technologically advanced 

platforms and equipment, sophisticated intelligence networks, and large budgets. 

इ                                                                                     

        ,             ,                    औ                     
 Smaller militaries and non-state actors, by contrast, were largely confined to asymmetric 

tactics that relied on guerrilla warfare, ambushes, and other unconventional methods to offset 
their opponents‘ superior firepower and operational dominance. 

इ          ,          ए  औ     -                                                  ,       
            ,                औ                              ,                          
               औ                                       

 But the ongoing wars in Ukraine and Lebanon, together with the wider U.S.–Israel–Iran 

theatre of conflict, have irrevocably shattered this paradigm, demonstrating that commercially 
derived drones have become a defining feature of contemporary warfare. 

            औ                             -                 –      –              इ  

                                  औ                                                  

               ए                           
 Mass-produced at scale, rapidly reconfigured for multiple operational roles, and widely 

deployed, they have become a defining feature of contemporary warfare. 

                    ,                              ए                   औ                    

  ए                                               ए     
 Performing functions ranging from intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) 

and target acquisition to precision strikes, artillery spotting, electronic warfare, and logistics 
support, they have evolved from auxiliary assets into central instruments of military 
operations. 

              ,         औ       (ISR),          ,          ,               , इ         

                               ए           ए                                               
                ए     

 In doing so, they have transformed the 21st-century battlespace into an environment of 

persistent visibility and rapid engagement. 

इ                  21                                     औ                             
                     

 Front lines remain continuously exposed, and rear areas can no longer be assumed secure, 
as multiple types of Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) can locate, track, and strike targets 
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with unprecedented speed and precision. 

                               औ                                         ,                   
                          (UAS)              औ                                       , 
                     औ                         

 Across these concurrent theatres of conflict, the widespread — and in some cases decisive 
— employment of drones has challenged established assumptions about how military power 
is generated and applied. 

इ                                      औ                                इ                     
                           औ                   

 They are reshaping doctrine, force structures, and future warfighting concepts. 

                ,             औ                                                            
 The consequence has been the emergence of a continuous and interconnected battlespace 

in which no position is truly beyond reach, and no movement can safely assume it will remain 
concealed for long. 

इ               ए         औ                                                            
                      औ                                                            

 Detection is increasingly followed by rapid engagement and destruction. 

                                     औ                 

Ukraine Drone War 

                  

 Nowhere has this transformation been more visible than in Ukraine, where Russia‘s ‗Special 
Military Operation‘, launched in February 2022 as a conventional war involving combat 

aircraft, tanks and artillery, evolved within two years into the world‘s first industrial-scale, 
drone-intensive conflict. 

                                              ,            2022                       ‗      

           ‘,                         ,      औ                                    ,           
                  औ                 -                       

 From the earliest stages of the Russian invasion, Ukraine rapidly adapted commercially 
available drones — originally designed for civilian purposes such as aerial photography, 
mapping, and basic surveillance — alongside a limited number of pre-existing military 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) assets into improvised reconnaissance and strike systems. 

                                                                 —               

        ,         औ                                          ए    ए  ए    —           

                                       (UAV)                     औ                  
                  

 What had initially functioned as a support tool for intelligence gathering and guiding artillery 
fire quickly evolved into a decisive combat capability. 

                           ए        औ                                        ए         ए 

       ,                                      ए  
 Small quadcopters and First-Person View (FPV) drones were progressively weaponised 

and deployed as low-cost, precision-guided munitions. 

               औ      -प        (FPV)                                ए  ए औ          

         -                                 ए  ए  
 This shift marked a fundamental transformation in how unmanned systems were used on the 

battlefield: from passive information-gathering platforms to active instruments of destruction. 

इ                                                                                 — 

            -                                       
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 By around 2024, drones had become fully integrated into almost every layer of Ukrainian 
combat, ranging from tactical battlefield surveillance to frontline targeting and deep-strike 
missions against logistics hubs, supply routes, and rear-area infrastructure. 

     2024                                                         ए                ,       
                                                      औ          ,                         
                                              

 The operational template that emerged from this experience in Ukraine was subsequently 
replicated, albeit to varying degrees and in different forms, across the continuing West Asian 
conflicts. 

         इ                                        ,                       औ     -    

             प                                    
 This underscores the growing centrality of drones to contemporary warfare. 

                                                                    

FPV Revolution 

  प          

 At the heart of Ukraine‘s drone revolution is the FPV (First-Person View) system — an 

inexpensive, commercially available platform originally designed for recreational racing and 
aerial photography. 

                               प    (    -प       )          — ए              ,              

            ,                               औ                     ए                     
 Controlled through a live video feed transmitted from an onboard camera to virtual-reality-

style goggles worn by their operators, FPV systems offer exceptional precision, 
manoeuvrability, and responsiveness. 

                       इ                                    ए       -                        

                   ए           ए                          ,          औ                
                   

 These were then rapidly transformed into a broad spectrum of combat systems, including 
FPV strike drones, bombers, interceptors, and long-range attack variants. 

इ        इ                                                               ,         प    
         ,           ,                                                      

 Among the most prominent are heavy-lift hexacopter Vampire drones — nicknamed ―Baba 
Yaga‖ by Russian forces after the fearsome figure from Slavic folklore — alongside a vast 

number of improvised modular platforms, assembled in multiple workshops across Ukraine. 

इ                                         प               ,                                   
                       ―         ‖              इ                                           
                            औ                             

 The most common are FPV kamikaze or strike drones, inexpensive quadcopters carrying 

explosive payloads such as modified rocket-propelled grenade warheads or purpose-built 
munitions, flown directly into targets as disposable precision-guided missiles. 

                   प                              ,                                   औ  
             -                                                                              

       ,         ए              ए               -            इ      
 Their extremely low cost has radically reshaped battlefield economics, enabling systems 

worth only a few hundred dollars to destroy armoured vehicles and equipment valued in the 
millions. 

इ                                                                  ,                   

                                                   औ                                      
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 These systems operate within a broader Ukrainian deep-strike drone architecture that 
includes loitering munitions such as RAM II and UJ-31 Zozulya. 

                             प-                            ,       RAM II औ  UJ-31         
                                        

 The latter functions as an aerially deployed ―parasite drone,‖ carried by the Ukrainian-
designed multi-purpose UJ-22 Airborne long-range UAVs, enabling penetration of contested 

airspace under intensive electronic warfare conditions and extending operational reach. 

UJ-31         ए                   ―प           ‖                      ,                  
                   UJ-22                      UAV                               इ         

                                                                                      
 RAM II, by contrast, is a short-range precision loitering munition employed in coordination 

with reconnaissance drones like the locally developed Shark and PD-2. 

इ          , RAM II ए     -                               ,                          
            औ  PD-2                                             

 Improved variants offer greater range and endurance to expand their engagement envelope 
against air defence systems and rear-area targets. 

इ                          औ                       ,           -            औ          
                                                      

 Also included within Ukraine‘s expanding drone inventory are bomber drones, largely 
adapted from commercial DJI Mavic 3 and DJI Matrice 300 RTK quadcopter platforms 

originally designed for aerial photography, surveying and industrial applications. 

                                                     ,              DJI Mavic 3 औ  DJI 

Matrice 300 RTK                                                          ,                 
             ,       औ  औ                   ए               

 These carry and release grenades, anti-tank mines and improvised munitions. 

        ,    -                                                                
 Unlike kamikaze systems, they survive missions and can conduct multiple sorties, making 

them particularly effective against trenches, bunkers and other static positions. 

                          ,                                  औ                             

  ए           ,            इ  ,       औ                                                  
         

 Alongside these, Ukraine fields FPV-based strike systems like Pegasus and long-range, 

one-way attack drones designed to strike deep inside Russian territory against logistics hubs, 
airbases and critical infrastructure, far beyond the frontline. 

इ           ,       प             प   -                                    ए      
                               ,                                        ,               
औ                                      ए                     

 In practice, however, the distinction between FPV strike drones and loitering munitions has 

become increasingly blurred. 

               , ए         इ      औ                                                       
    

 Many FPV-based variants are now equipped with thermal imaging and night-vision 
systems for round-the-clock operations. 

        ए     -                           औ      -                      ,          
                                   

 But Ukraine‘s most significant innovation has been the emergence of fibre-optic FPV 
drones, an electronic warfare (EW)-resistant class of systems. 
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                                         -        प                   ,                   

(EW)                    ए              
 Unlike conventional drones, which rely on radio-frequency links vulnerable to jamming, these 

platforms transmit commands and video through ultra-thin fibre-optic cables that spool out 

during flight, rendering electronic interference largely ineffective. 

            ,          -                                औ                                 ,      
                                 -                             औ                       ,    
                            औ  इ                                              

 In heavily contested electromagnetic environments, this capability restores a significant 

operational advantage to drone operators by enabling missions to be conducted largely free 
from electronic disruption. 

                     -                                                               

                ,       इ             इ                                                
            

Regional Drone Networks 

                 

 Meanwhile, unlike Ukraine, Hezbollah‘s offensive Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) 
capability is primarily built around Iranian-supplied platforms with limited local modification, 
relying heavily on systems like Ababil, Mohajer, and Shahed series. 

इ     ,                ,                                        (UAS)                  

       प                                 ,                                    ए  ए   , 
औ                      ,                                                  

 These platforms provide a layered operational architecture spanning ISR and strike functions. 

                  ,         औ       (ISR)                                                   

                                
 Within this framework, the Mohajer-4 and Shahed-129 provide tiered-ISR coverage across 

medium- to long-ranges, while the Shahed-136 loitering munition fulfils a ‗dedicated‘ one-
way strike role across a wider regional theatre. 

इ                          -4 औ       -129                             ISR            

       ,           -136                                       ए         ए      
                           

 More recently, Hezbollah has also adopted jamming-resistant fibre-optic FPV drones, 

enabling operations in heavily contested electromagnetic environments and enhancing close-
range reconnaissance and precision strike effectiveness despite extensive Israeli electronic 
warfare (EW) measures. 

                                 -             -        प               ए   ,           

              -                                                     इ   इ                  

(EW)                     -             औ                              
 In response, the Israel Defence Forces (IDF) in Lebanon have developed a layered 

counter-drone architecture, integrating EW systems, specialised radar arrays, and 
experimental platforms like the AI-enabled Iron Drone Raider. 

इ                                            (IDF)    ए              -                      
  ,       EW         ,                           AI-                                

                   
 This system is designed to neutralise low-altitude UAVs through kinetic, non-explosive 

interception methods such as net capture — by which a physical net is deployed to entangle 

and disable an incoming drone mid-air — or direct collision, rather than costly missile 
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engagements. 

                                 UAVs                       ,    -                      
                             ए                ,                 ए                            

                             ,                                     ,                इ   
                    

 Alongside this, the IDF operates a multi-tiered UAV force structure combining long-
endurance Heron systems for persistent ISR with armed drones and loitering munitions 

integrated into reconnaissance-strike complexes for rapid engagement. 

इ          , IDF ए           UAV                          ,                 ISR      ए 

           ,                                      ,                           -     

          ए                   
 Iran, for its part, constitutes a third and structurally distinct model of drone warfare. 

        ,                  ए        औ                                           
 Rather than employing drones solely as tactical assets, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 

Corps (IRGC) integrates them into a broader strategy of deterrence, coercion, and power 
projection against the U.S.-Israel combine and their regional partners across West Asia. 

                                                     ,                                
(IRGC)             -                      प                                        , 

     औ      -                                          
 Through indigenous systems such as Shahed drone variants, alongside platforms supplied 

to proxy forces across Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, and Yemen, the IRGC has demonstrated an 

ability to threaten military bases, critical infrastructure, and naval assets across West Asia at 
relatively low cost. 

                                           ,       ,        औ                         
         ए  ए                      IRGC                                 ,          
           औ                                                         

Economy Shift 

                प       

 Thus, across ongoing wars and conflicts, the drone revolution is defined as much by 

economics as technology. 

इ      ,              औ                                       ,                       
                  

 Cheap, mass-produced unmanned systems are swiftly and irreversibly replacing reliance on 
expensive platforms, complex logistics, and specialised military structures, shifting the 
advantage toward the scale, speed, and production capacity of UAS ecosystems. 

             औ                                                    ,                   
औ                                            औ                                 ,           

UAS प                      ,     औ                                          
 Warfare, therefore, is increasingly becoming a test of industrial endurance and relentless 

technological adaptation, where success depends on the ability to build, deploy, and counter 
fast-evolving, continuously reconfigured drone systems. 

      ,                ए औ               औ                                         
      ,                                     औ                                        ,        
औ                                   

 And, in this rapidly evolving battlespace, drones are no longer just weapons, but the very 
infrastructure of modern-day war — shaping how conflicts are surveilled, fought, sustained, 

and ultimately decided. 
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