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Kerala rolls out free travel
for women on KSRTC buses

The scheme will cover around 3,125 ordinary buses operated by the KSRTC in seven categories;

CM says KSRTC will not face any financial burden due to the implementation of the scheme

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

illed as a significant
B step towards wo-
men’s empower-

ment, the Kerala govern-
ment on Monday launched
its flagship ‘Priyadarshini’
free travel scheme for all
women and transgender
persons on ordinary buses
operated by the Kerala
State Road Transport Cor-
poration (KSRTC).

Chief Minister V.D. Sath-
eesan inaugurated the
scheme at the Thampa-
noor Central Bus Station
around 9.30 a.m.

The scheme will cover
around 3,125 ordinary bus-
es operated by the KSRTC,
although not all of them
are in service due to opera-
tional constraints.

CM V.D .Satheesan, right, with Transport Minister C.P. John and V

other dignitaries during the launch of 'Priyadarshini' on Monday. pTi

Under the scheme, wo-
men and transgender per-
sons can travel free of
charge on seven categories
of KSRTC ordinary services
— ordinary, city ordinary,
limited-stop ordinary, fair-
stage ordinary, town-to-
town, point-to-point, and
Gramavandi services.

Terming the launch “a
proud moment for Kerala,”
Mr. Satheesan said the free
travel initiative was “not an
act of generosity” towards
women, but a well-crafted
scheme that will have far-
reaching socio-economic
benefits. The KSRTC will
not face any financial bur-

den due to the implemen-
tation of the scheme, he
said.

During the initial phase,
women and transgender
passengers will be allowed
to travel free of charge on
ordinary bus services for
the first 100 days. After a
review of the scheme’s per-
formance, the government
plans to extend the benefit
to other categories of
services.

A section of commuters
alleged that the number of
buses carrying the City
Fast tag swelled overnight
in Thiruvananthapuram ci-
ty on Monday, depriving
many passengers of the be-
nefits of the scheme.

The authorities clarified
that the scheme is not
available on City Fast ser-
vices in the first phase.

16J6. Keralarolls out free travel for women on KSRTC buses

I A KSRTC @t # aAfgenat & faw fv:erew amar Asrem &

Billed as a significant step towards women’s empowerment, the Kerala government on
Monday launched its flagship ‘Priyadarshini’ free travel scheme for all women and
transgender persons on ordinary buses operated by the Kerala State Road Transport
Corporation (KSRTC).

AT FRTFAHIOT 6T &M # Ueh Fgea T aod & 9 H TEJd I §U, el TAR o VAR
T I Ao 5 IRageT @9 (KSRTC) SaRT Tl ATLROT 4T 7 Fefr Afgamait 3k
SIeeTst cafedat & fov 319l 9aqw ‘RagfRier for:ees I Frsrar w1 siRe fha

Under the scheme, women and transgender persons can travel free of charge on seven

categories of KSRTC ordinary services — ordinary, city ordinary, limited-stop ordinary,
fair-stage ordinary, town-to-town, point-to-point, and Gramavandi services.

G JISTAT & 3id9Td AfgeT 3R giaeist safdd KSRTC T ard A0t T AreRor Jars3ir —
TR [T — F 1Yo AT T Fehell|

During the initial phase, women and transgender passengers will be allowed to travel free of
charge on ordinary bus services for the first 100 days.

IR 3R TROT F A3t 3N giesist AT 1 gger 100 &t doh AT a8 Jarst F e
AT Y 3T &Y Seet|

After a review of the scheme’s performance, the government plans to extend the benefit to
other categories of services.

AISTT o UG 2TeT hT THIET o d1G TIDPR 5T oITH T 3= Aol I Aa131T deh faearRd et dr
ISt 91T Tl &
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Author-entrepreneur Indira

Lankesh passes away at 83

away at 83

Author Indira Lankesh, 83, died of age-related
ailments at her residence in Bengaluru on
Monday. She is survived by her daughter Kavita
Lankesh and son Indrajith Lankesh. Her eldest ®
daughter, Gauri Lankesh, was killed by members
of an alleged Hindutva group in 2017. Indira’s
memoir Hulimavu Mattu Nanu is considered a
landmark among memoirs by women in
Kannada. She also founded Mayur Silks and
Textiles, a successful saree shop, in 1979.

at her residence in Bengaluru on Monday.
AT T wher, 83 Y, HT AHIR FT TS
oY 3oTeh T R Y-l Taeed Gaeansit &
FROT feeT g 9|

e Indira’s memoir Hulimavu Mattu Nanu is
considered a landmark among memoirs by women in Kannada.

Sferr o rTcaRATCA iy GFAHATY 7Y AT FY Feats 19T & Afgen3iT ZaRT
oI 91T HER0T AR T Ueh HgeaquT 3R #Hiel &1 T2 Al STed alell Teer
HIAT ST B

16J6. U.K. govt. bans social media for children under 16

foee TR A 16 a¢ F Fo 3P & Al F fav Avera Az w yfawy

Britain will ban children aged under 16 from using social media apps,
including Snapchat, TikTok and YouTube, to protect them from harmful
content and excessive screen time, Prime Minister Keir Starmer said on
Monday.

et 16 a9 & Tt 31y & =i 1 Werer AFAT Tow S Fwe, Rwvels 3k
IS I 3TN el § FAS T M, AR 3¢ gTiatehReh THAT 3R rcTfereh
ThIT TAT A AT ST T, Ig§ ST AHAR T TUTAHAT AR T o FE

YouTube and Meta, the parent company of Facebook and Instagram,
warned that a blanket ban could push kids into unregulated online spaces.

e R AT, ST BAGF 3R SECTATA Y Fel il ¢, o Aelraei aF o oar
Y giaeer seat o1 AT iTargsT At Hr 3R gahel THhaT B

The ban, which is expected to take effect early next year, makes the U.K. part
of a growing global movement to tighten online safety for children.

Ig Slcser, Torieh 3aTel a¥ ol YB3 & o] 81t 1 351G 8, freer bt et v
HTeTTS FI&IT Y HSTe A aTel oo TRaeh AT T TGEHT Terelr 8|

Australia, Canada, Brazil and Indonesia have introduced legislation or
announced age-based restrictions or requirements for children’s access to
social media.

e o, Fetret, sfter AT FAARAT A Aerer AT T Feat B g & forw
Hlefel SATC & IT 3G-3TeTRA TSl 3raT 3TaRTehdr3it 1 eIyoT T g |

The U.K. said its ban will apply to platforms including Snapchat, TikTok,
YouTube, Instagram, Facebook and X, but not YouTube Kids or
messaging services like WhatsApp and Signal.

freer =1 et T et wlaey Wae, Revels, Igga, s, $ugs iR vFa
SH ColeWhiA I oI B9, Aifehet Igga g o sgrewey 3R Rygerer oielr wicer
Qa3 IR A1 LT g

16J6. Author-entrepreneur Indira Lankesh passes
ATHT-3eHT ST FFer w1 83 a¥ i I F e

Author Indira Lankesh, 83, died of age-related ailments

UK. govt. bans
social media
for children
under 16

sociat ess
LONDON

Britain will ban children
aged under 16 from using
social media apps, includ-
ing Snapchat, TikTok and
YouTube, to protect them
from harmful content and
excessive screen time,
Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er said on Monday.

The plan was met with
mixed reaction, with some
praising Mr. Starmer for
taking action and others
questioning the effective-
ness of a blanket ban.

YouTube and Meta, the
parent company of Face-
book and Instagram,
warned that a blanket ban
could push kids into unreg-
ulated online spaces.

Mr. Starmer acknow-
ledged the challenges, but
said: “I do believe we can
enforce it.”

“Every parent can see it
with their own eyes. Social
media is making children
unhappy.”

Global movement

The ban, which is expected
to take effect early next
year, makes the U.K. part
of a growing global move-
ment to tighten online safe-
ty for children.

Australia, Canada, Bra-
zil and Indonesia have in-
troduced legislation or an-
nounced age-based
restrictions or require-
ments for children’s access
to social media.

The UK. said its ban will
apply to platforms includ-
ing Snapchat, TikTok, You-
Tube, Instagram, Face-
book and X, but not
YouTube Kids or messag-
ing services like WhatsApp
and Signal.

Mr. Starmer stressed
that enforcement action
will target tech companies,
not children.
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GS Paper 1: History 16 June 2026

TOPICS COVERED

16J6 ‘ QUIZ: Mona Lisa
Questions and An;.wers to the previous day’s 16J6. QU|Z
daily quiz: 1. Who is widely believed to be the
woman depicted in the Mona Lisa? Ans: Lisa
i‘;ﬁ?;:;‘::;ig::f’ﬁti::;ﬁ“Flore"“"e 1. Who is widely believed to be the woman depicted in the
2. Around what year is Leonardo da Vinci believed to Mona Lisa?
have begun painting the Mona Lisa? Ans: Around
1503 e The woman portrayed in Leonardo da Vinci’'s Mona Lisa
3. What is the approximate size ?f the Mona Lisa? is widely identified as Lisa Gherardini del Giocondo, the wife
Ans: About 77 cm x 53 cm (30 in x 21 in) of Florentine silk merchant Francesco del Giocondo.

4. Which artistic technigue, heavily employed in the

Mona Lisa, creates the painting’s characteristic soft s - .
transitions between light and shadow? Ans: Sfumato e Because of her husband’s surname, the painting is also

5. Which French king acquired the Mona Lisa for the known as La Gioconda in ltalian and La Joconde in French.

royal collection? Ans: King Francis | of France
6. What major event in 1911 dramatically increased
the painting’s worldwide fame? Ans: It’s theft from 2. Around what year is Leonardo da Vinci believed to have

the Louvre by Vincenzo Peruggia begun painting the Mona Lisa?
Visual: Which Italian Renaissance master executed

this sketch of a young woman before a landscape,
believed to have been directly influenced by
Leonardo’s Mona Lisa? Ans: Raphael
Early Birds: Prem Nath Tiwari | K.N. Viswanathan |
Piyali Tuli | Tamal Biswas | Arun Kumar Singh e [talian Renaissance.
e However, Leonardo continued refining the painting for many years, possibly until 1516-1517,
carrying it with him to France.

e Most scholars agree that Leonardo da Vinci began
painting the Mona Lisa around 1503 in Florence.

3. What is the approximate size of the Mona Lisa?

o Despite its immense fame, the Mona Lisa is relatively small in size, measuring approximately
77 centimetres by 53 centimetres (30 inches by 21 inches).

e The painting is executed in oil on a poplar wood panel, a common support used by
Renaissance artists.

4. Which artistic technique, heavily employed in the Mona Lisa, creates the painting’s
characteristic soft transitions between light and shadow?

e The signature visual effect of the Mona Lisa comes from Leonardo’s masterful use of
sfumato, an Italian term meaning “smoky” or “softly blurred.”

e This technique involves applying multiple thin layers of translucent paint to create seamless
transitions between light and dark areas without visible outlines.

e Sfumato gives the portrait its lifelike quality and contributes to the famous ambiguity of Mona
Lisa’s smile and expression.

e Leonardo’s scientific understanding of optics and human vision enabled him to perfect this
technigue, making the painting one of the greatest achievements of Renaissance art.

5. Which French king acquired the Mona Lisa for the royal collection?

e The Mona Lisa entered the French royal collection through King Francis | of France, one of
the most influential patrons of Renaissance art.

e Francis | invited Leonardo da Vinci to France in 1516, where the artist spent his final years at
Clos Lucé near the Chateau d’Amboise.
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e Leonardo brought the Mona Lisa with him, and after his death in 1519, the painting became
part of the French royal collection.

e Over the centuries, it remained in royal residences before eventually becoming one of the
most treasured works displayed in the Louvre Museum in Paris.

6. What major event in 1911 dramatically increased the painting’s worldwide fame?

e The Mona Lisa’s global fame increased dramatically after its sensational theft from the
Louvre Museum in 1911 by Vincenzo Peruggia, an Italian museum worker.

e Peruggia believed the painting should be returned to Italy and hid it for more than two years.
The disappearance generated international headlines, turning the artwork into a worldwide
cultural phenomenon.

e The painting was recovered in Florence in 1913 and returned to France.

GS Paper 1: Society

16 June 2026

TOPICS COVERED

16J6

Tribal body blocks installation of shivling near Om Parvat, says won’t allow
artificial structures

FASATAIT HrSeT o A g & frere Rrafeer v warger J, FaT— FH7 w1t
AT TET &Y SIeay

16J6

Politics over people

SAfed § FUT Tsteifa

Tribal body blocks installation
of shivling near Om Parvat, says
won't allow artificial structures

Press Trust of India
PITHORAGARH

The Rung community in a
village in Vyans valley here
on Monday refused to al-
low installation of a three-
tonne shivling and Nandi in
front of Om Parvat, stating
they are “nature worship-
pers” who do not allow ar-
tificial structures on their
land.

Rung is an indigenous
tribal community residing
primarily in border valleys
of Dharchula in Uttarak-
hand’s Pithoragarh district,
known for their distinct
cultural traditions of na-
ture worship.

The Adi Kailash 20-20
Trust, an organisation
claiming to work towards
spreading Sanatana Dhar-
ma, had proposed installa-
tion of a shivling in the
area.

The local administration
intervened after the Rung

The administration
cannot give permission
to the trust until the gram
sabha and tribal
association agree to the
installation of the idol
ASHISH JOSHI

Dharchula Sub-Divisional
Magistrate, Uttarakhand

Kalyan Sanstha raised an
objection regarding the
“unauthorised” import of
religious installations into
Vyans valley.

The matter escalated
when the trust transported
the three-tonne shivling
and Nandi up to Garbad-
har, 27 km beyond Dhar-
chula, without consulting
the local tribal community
or obtaining permission
from the local panchayat.

Prakash Gunjiyal, presi-
dent of Rung Kalyan Sans-

tha, Dharchula - represent-
ing the Rung people from
the three valleys of Vyans,
Darma, and Chaudans -
said the installation violat-
ed their belief of worship-
ping Lord Shiva solely in
his natural form. “Besides
the violation of our belief of
only worshipping natural
forms, the installation of
any artificial structure can-
not be permitted on Ama-
wasya, June 15,” he said.

Dharchula Sub-Division-
al Magistrate Ashish Joshi
said the administration re-
called the vehicle to Dhar-
chula after learning that
the group had not obtained
permission from the gram
sabha concerned and the
Rung community. “It is a
matter between the Rung
community and the trust.
The administration cannot
give permission to the trust
until the gram sabha and
tribal association agree to
it,” the official said.

16J6. Tribal body blocks
installation of shivling near Om
Parvat, says won'’t allow artificial
structures

STASATATT WIS o A g & fAse
Rrafeer it Turden A, FeT— FhHw
TIATAT Y AT ET &Y Sreaft

e The Rung community in a village
in Vyans valley here on Monday refused
to allow installation of a three-tonne
shivling and Nandi in front of Om Parvat,
stating they are “nature worshippers” who
do not allow artificial structures on their
land.

ST ©TEY & Teh 11d & g1 aTel T WHeTT
T WIHATR DI I I o T clle Tof
aotelt fAraferer 3R w7y shr Turae v At
Sl ¥ SAPR H [T 3AHT hgalT AT fh o
“Sepfcl 3T § 3R T o1fH 9 HTAA
A3 Y 3eTATT 78T & |

e Rung is an indigenous tribal
community residing primarily in border
valleys of Dharchula in Uttarakhand’s

Pithoragarh district, known for their
distinct cultural traditions of nature
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Politics over people

Pragmatism should guide India’s
demographic governance
l n constituting a panel to study demographic

changes in India, the Centre was guided by a

paranoid mindset that saw devious conspi-
racies everywhere. The move gave shape and
substance to a thought expressed by Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah: “unnatural demographic change”
is a “very significant challenge to the present and
future of any nation”. In his Independence Day
address in 2025, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced the proposal, characterising illegal
infiltration as a “premeditated conspiracy” to al-
ter India’s demography. The committee, chaired
by retired Supreme Court judge Justice P.P. Nao-
lekar, is to assess demographic changes, examine
patterns of abnormal population shifts among re-
ligious and social communities, and recommend
a time-bound solution. Mr. Shah linked demo-
graphic changes not only to sovereignty but also
to national security, law and order, “profound
changes in social structure and the preservation
of tribal society”. According to the government,
demographic shifts have affected public service
delivery, local governance, resource distribution
and social cohesion, and Justice Naolekar has
said that the panel will also formulate a system
for the custody and deportation of infiltrators.

It is indeed true that the management of pop-
ulation dynamics is a key instrument of gover-
nance. On June 14, Switzerland held a referen-
dum and rejected a proposal to cap the country’s
population at 10 million. Across the world, immi-
gration has become contentious, with unregulat-
ed cross-border movement seen as a challenge to
sovereignty. Population management, however,
is not entirely about illegal infiltration, and secur-
itising demographic trends at the cost of all adja-
cent factors could do more harm than good. As
the recent experience with the SIR of electoral
rolls shows, facts about people would be seen as
valid only to the extent that these are established
through documentation. If this exercise creates a
large stateless population with no country willing
to accept them, it could result in a demographic
deadlock rather than a solution. The fear of com-
munal profiling of Muslims is real, and the Centre
should also seriously consider whether the hu-
man costs are worth it. India faces major demo-
graphic challenges. Rising life expectancy and
falling birth rates are changing the composition
of India’s population. There are concerns of India
losing its demographic dividend, as the quality of
education and health, and the evolving dynamics
of work, remain very challenging. Migration con-
tinues to shape India’s trajectory. Partition creat-
ed three sovereign countries out of a geographi-
cal and cultural continuum, and its legacy
included voluntary and involuntary movement
of people. Sensitivity and a long-term view

16J6. Politics over people
STefed ¥ FUT JsTelfer

e The move gave shape and substance to a thought expressed by
Home Minister Amit Shah: “unnatural demographic change” is a “very
significant challenge to the present and future of any nation”.

3 SH o I[g AN HIAT AE GaRT T 39 fIaR &l Fawq 3N IR Fere
T, foreat 3egiet gt o fo “3ruepfaes Steraifash g afadsr fae off T
& aeeT AR AfasT & T “ve e Ageaqe! Teter ¥

e The committee, chaired by retired Supreme Court judge Justice
P.P. Naolekar, is to assess demographic changes, examine patterns of
abnormal population shifts among religious and social communities, and
recommend a time-bound solution.

YaTioge Hafed Ao & warareier #argefe d.dt. ArsasT S sregefdr
arelr GfAfT STAAITETRT IRad=T FT 3MTehcle ST, i T AATTTH
AT & d1<T IHAT STAHEIT TREcTAT o FaET T IEIG HYaf 2T
FHISCY HATHTT FSesi|

e Mr. Shah linked demographic changes not only to sovereignty but

also to national security, law and order, “profound changes in social
structure and the preservation of tribal society”.

AT ATE A ST AT TR T herel AT F &1 77¢1, Sfoh Ty
Y&, oo Ud SaAT, “HIHATTSh T F gL TR cleT AT ST
HATST o TIETOT H 3T SreT|

e  According to the government, demographic shifts have affected
public service delivery, local governance, resource distribution and social
cohesion, and Justice Naolekar has said that the panel will also formulate
a system for the custody and deportation of infiltrators.

THR & IeTAR, STAATEAhT IRt of Hdotfoteh JaT3it & 3maf,
YT AT, HHTHGAT & FAAOT AT HIHATTSTeh TehelT 3T FaATTad foham &, 3T
R AT & e ¢ o afAfa gadfeat #r e 3R e &
forw 8t T goTelt IR T

e On June 14, Switzerland held a referendum and rejected a
proposal to cap the country’s population at 10 million.

14 571 1 Feagarals @ Ueh SoAdc-Harg 3T foham 3R o & steaear
1 10 fATTT e AAT el & TecTa Y 3EdRR T ferm|

e Across the world, immigration has become contentious, with
unregulated cross-border movement seen as a challenge to sovereignty.

AN & TgTeT Ueh TAaTerEue Ay a7 1T §, 31T 31 dar-ur
3TTATSTET T HFSCT & ToIT Faitel o &9 & @ 577 T &

e Population management, however, is not entirely about illegal infiltration, and securitising
demographic trends at the cost of all adjacent factors could do more harm than good.

THY TSR HIhT BT IR P §T HIET o GSThIVT A STAT offeT { 3170k g1fed Igem Tl &
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e |[f this exercise creates a large stateless population with no country willing to accept them, it
could result in a demographic deadlock rather than a solution.

Ife T8 Israr 93 T&AT H W TATIENT A9l &l T d &l & Toee TR et & foIT anis gar
IR T &, Al Tg AT & Tl STAATETRI ITTARTET 3cdeed T Tohall & |

e The fear of communal profiling of Muslims is real, and the Centre should also seriously
consider whether the human costs are worth it.

HAAATAT & T I GBS & 873 T ASRITCTT Ag! TohaT ST Hehell, 3R e, PR Y Tg
$it TR & TR AT AT 1 T AT omeTe 3 & 4 =187

e Rising life expectancy and falling birth rates are changing the composition of India’s
population.

FedT Shast yeamer 3R ged) S+ a¥ R T STAGEIT hY G I 96 W &l

e There are concerns of India losing its demographic dividend, as the quality of education and
health, and the evolving dynamics of work, remain very challenging.

R & 319 AAHTEIRIT ATHIL T TWieY T 3TRAHT ST T ST IET &, FAiTah 18T 3R Faeey
Y [OTATAT FUT HA-817 Y Tl TAMATE 8l o 31 FAYOT oof §5 &

e Partition created three sovereign countries out of a geographical and cultural continuum, and
its legacy included voluntary and involuntary movement of people.

fastreter o Ueh silanfereh Td Aieehcieh fATaRer & oftet Tvey et oAt fovarToT foham, 37 gerehr
AEd & A9 1 TaToas aAuT e oas TATamsT o anfde am)

GS Paper 1: Geography 16 June 2026
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16J6 | When a small town sends one of its own to Raisina Hill

S HI BIET AR 3 & T ST ! IRHAT Rreq T ggarar s

16J6 | Russian strikes across Ukraine kill 11, famed monastery in Kyiv catches fire

ool A Tl gorelt @ 11 et Fr A, Fra F1 TRy 7o Hmr FY T F Imar

When a small town sends one of its own to Raisina Hill

Sa
BHUBANESWAR

What happens when a
nondescript town produc-
es the occupant of India’s
highest office? Transforma-
tion becomes inevitable. If
even a fraction of the pro-
jects lined up materialise,
Rairangpur in Odisha, the
hometown of President
Droupadi Murmu, will
have a compelling story to
tell. With just over a year
left in her tenure, the town
is poised to host some of
the country’s prominent
educational  institutions
and a slate of development
projects. Her tribal-domi-
nated Mayurbhanj district
is also set to receive a share
of the investments.

Some of the projects are
likely to be announced
during the scheduled visit
of the President and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
Mayurbhanj this week.

A Government Ayurved-
ic Medical College and Hos-
pital will be set up on 50
acres identified under Rai-
rangpur Tahasil.

The Odisha government
has accorded approval for
the establishment of a se-
cond campus of the Indian
Institute of Forest Manage-
ment at Rairangpur. An
area of 134.89 acres in Suli-
duma and Kusumi villages
under Kusumi Tahasil in
Mayurbhanj has been iden-
tified for the institute.

In-principle  approval
has been granted for the
establishment of an Indian
Institute of Information
Technology at Rairangpur,
which will function under
Maharaja Sriram Chandra
Bhanja Deo University, Ba-
ripada. The State Higher
Education Department has
released a one-time capital
grant of 31,67,25,600 to-
ward non-recurring expen-
diture for the institute’s in-

g

=

Some projects are likely to be announced during the scheduled visit

itial establishment.

A Central Tribal Univer-
sity has also been pro-
posed for Rairangpur. The
Higher Education Depart-
ment has identified 70.79
acres in Bijatala block near
Rairangpur for the pur-
pose. At Nuagaon in Rai-
rangpur, 25 acres have
been identified for an Al-

of President Droupadi Murmu to Mayurbhanj this week. FILE PHOTO

IMS Bhubaneswar satellite
centre. A Central Agricul-
tural and Horticulture Col-
lege of the Odisha Universi-
ty of Agriculture and
Technology will be esta-
blished in Rairangpur.

The State Industries and
MSME Department has
been requested to provide
the necessary guidance for

establishing IT park infras-
tructure at Bamanghaty
near Rairangpur.

The Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forests has
been requested to involve
the Wildlife Institute of In-
dia in preparing a dossier
for the nomination of Simi-
lipal National Park as a UN-
ESCO World Heritage Site.

A proposal has also
been submitted for setting
up a world-class skill un-
iversity on the lines of Shri
Vishwakarma Skill Univer-
sity, Palwal, Haryana, at
Rairangpur.

The Union Ministry of
Civil Aviation has allocated
45 crore for operationalis-
ing flights between Rai-
rangpur and Rourkela
once the Dandbose airstrip
is ready. Sports infrastruc-
ture, including a national-
level sports complex, an
archery complex and an
international-standard in-
door stadium, has also

16J6. When a small town sends one of its own to Raisina Hill

ST F1$ BT AR JY &) U SATFd Y TAHAT ew T qgare

been proposed  for
Rairangpur.

The government has
proposed increasing the
area under irrigation in the
district to 60% from the
present 37%.

Several other projects,
including a National Insti-
tute of Design, a major of-
fice of the Postal Depart-
ment, a Mayurbhanj
campus of the College of
Fisheries, girls’ hostels in
the district and the deve-
lopment of Rairangpur as a
separate police district,
have also been proposed.
In addition, some indus-
trial projects have been
proposed for Rairangpur.

The proposals to esta-
blish institutions of higher
education in and around
Rairangpur are being
viewed as a tribute to Ms.
Murmu’s perseverance and
journey from the region to
the country’s highest con-
stitutional office.
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President Droupadi Murmu, will have a compelling story to tell.

e FEATTAT YRS hT Teh SIET 19T 3 HIhR 8T ST &, oY 3T 7 IR, i sy

gtad 773 &7 778 IR B, Ueh UReh T 1T S T |

e Her tribal-dominated Mayurbhanj district is also set to receive a share of the investments.
3ThT AT Tgel HATST TSrelt 37 g7 A 7 omaT et 3ot ST @ &

e The Odisha government has accorded approval for the establishment of a second campus of

the Indian Institute of Forest Management at Rairangpur.

3NFSRAT TPR o TR H HRART Tl FatIaT HEATA oh GER TRER Y TATTAT T T el Feet

AT

e A Central Tribal University has also been proposed for Rairangpur.
TR H Toh FeIT STty freafagmery wumiid e &1 off Jedra &1
e The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests has been requested to involve the Wildlife

Institute of India in preparing a dossier for the nomination of Similipal National Park as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

TUTeT HET T AETF U ARANT qedoitd WEATT 1 FAfATraTer I 3eame o1 Iae! faeg

HRE T & §I H AMAT FeA 8 SEATAST TIR ad bl ok & AT el 1 Ieq0er fomar

gl

Russian strikes across Ukraine kill 11,
famed monastery in Kyiv catches fire

Moscow fires hundreds of drones and dozens of missiles in overnight barrage; Zelenskyy calls for increased pressure from

G7 leaders and global partners after air assault; Ukrainian drone strike kills three people in Russia’s Tula region, officials say

ence France-Presse
KYIV

n overnight Rus-
A sian barrage of mis-
siles killed at least

11 people across Ukraine
and sparked a fire at one of
the most important Ortho-
dox monasteries in the
capital, Kyiv said on
Monday.

In response to the as-
sault, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
called for more pressure
on Moscow from G7 lead-
ers, who were gathering at
a summit in France.

The violence killed five
people and wounded 34 in
the capital as a fire broke
out on the grounds of the
Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra UNES-

Rescue dawn: Emergency responders in action at the Dormition
Cathedral following a Russian strike in Kyiv on Monday. Ap

CO world heritage site, set-
ting ablaze the roof of its
Dormition Cathedral.

“This is one of Russia’s
most  serious  crimes
against Christian culture to
date,” Mr. Zelenskyy said
on social media.

16J6. Russian strikes across

fire

The UN’s cultural agen-
cy UNESCO condemned
the air raid, saying that
“the strike reportedly
caused significant damage
to the exterior and interior
of the cathedral”.

After he visited the site,

Ukraine kill 11, famed monastery in Kyiv catches

Mr. Zelenskyy said two
Russian drones “deliber-
ately” targeted Kyiv’s mo-
nastery quarter.

‘Outdated U.S. missile’
Russia’s military said it had
carried out a “massive
strike” on military sites in
Kyiv, as well as the Kharkiv
and Dnipro regions, but
denied targeting the Lavra,
saying it was hit by an out-
dated U.S. Patriot air de-
fence missile.

Moscow fired 70 mis-
siles and 611 drones, main-
ly targeting the capital, Uk-
raine’s air force said,
adding that it had downed
50 of the missiles and 582
drones.

In total, 11 people were
killed in the overnight bar-

rage, including five in the
northeastern  city  of
Kharkiv.

Founded in the 11th cen-
tury, the site holds huge
significance for Orthodox
believers in both Ukraine
and Russia.

Kyiv’s Metropolitan Epi-
phanius, who heads the
Ukrainian Orthodox
Church, denounced the at-
tack. “What more must the
Kremlin antichrist do for
the world to realise that de-
cisive action must be taken
to stop Russian terror
against Ukraine?”

In Russia, a Ukrainian
drone strike also killed
three people and wounded
three others in the city of
Tula, local authorities said
on Monday.

Tohet A Tl gl ¥ 11 et dr Al g F1 9fge 7o mer Ay w4 7 3w
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e Moscow fires hundreds of drones and dozens of missiles in overnight barrage;
Zelenskyy calls for increased pressure from G7 leaders and global partners after air
assault; Ukrainian drone strike kills three people in Russia’s Tula region, officials say

AREH! F TR H 31 31 3R gorat fRamsa grefl; gam$ gaer & a1 sreiedhr aF G7 a3t 3
IRTH TBIERT § T T TOF S1a ST T ATeare 6T, FTAFRAT & ITAR Thel! T g
# R 3 g 4 & ot ot} o wter g8

e The violence killed five people and wounded 34 in the capital as a fire broke out on the

grounds of the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra UNESCO World Heritage Site, setting ablaze the roof
of its Dormition Cathedral.

fem 7 Trsrenelt 3 i efett 1 Al g1 1S 3R 34 TIe 81 9T, STt Fra- SR Aan T
freg eRIET TU & IRER & 317 97 918, T 30 St Fdga H o o 38

¢ Russia’s military said it had carried out a “massive strike” on military sites in Kyiv, as well as
the Kharkiv and Dnipro regions, but denied targeting the Lavra, saying it was hit by an
outdated U.S. Patriot air defence missile.

THY AT o gl o 30 Fa, @ifdha 3R gAY 8137 & T FShT=AT IR “SaT9eh el TohdT, aifehet
AT T FAAAT T F SRR HLA ?Wﬁ?aﬁwwmmﬂmmﬁ

l;raqTfa?rgaqT |

e Founded in the 11th century, the site holds huge significance for Orthodox believers in both
Ukraine and Russia.

113t eraTed # T Tg T Tohet AR TF =T oh ArASTFw sUTIHT & TAIT 3rcgieres Heea
@At g
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16J6 | SC seeks govt. response to plea on RTE quota in Punjab
YSTTe & RTE HieT Hatl A1t o e FIE F TR § STa1d AR

16J6 | Peace with peace

erifar & Ategw & aify

» 16J6. SC seeks govt. response to pleaon RTE quotain
Punjab

YT 3 RTE Hrer Hath Jifaet o e I8 aFR @
STt A

SC seeks govt. response to
plea on RTE quota in Punjab

The Supreme Court on Monday sought responses
from the Centre and the Punjab government on a
plea alleging failure to implement the Right of
Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act,
20089 in Punjab, particularly the mandate under
Section 12(1)(c) requiring private unaided schools
to reserve 25% of entry-level seats for children
from weaker sections and disadvantaged groups.
At the outset of the hearing, a Bench of Chief
Justice Surya Kant and Justice V. Mohana asked
the petitioner, who runs an NGO and appeared at
the court in person, whether he had conducted
any survey to substantiate the allegations. The
petitioner submitted that the law remained
unimplemented in Punjab for the past 15 years.
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e The Supreme Court on Monday sought responses from the Centre and the Punjab
government on a plea alleging failure to implement the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act, 2009 in Punjab, particularly the mandate under Section
12(1)(c) requiring private unaided schools to reserve 25% of entry-level seats for children
from weaker sections and disadvantaged groups.

T FNE A AR T gy TR AR GG THR & 37 it R Srarg #am, fSrae dome 7
Tl &1 fa: ek va arfaard Rrem &1 srfrsr srfdfas, 2009 (RTE Act) &1 &) &del &
TAHerdT T 3TRIT ST 31T &, FI9IY &9 & 4RT 12(1)(c) & 39 TN Hl oy, s dgd foisir

Peace WIIE peace

Preventive detentions are misused by
the state in the name of order
l n Chander Pal Singh, a matter involving pre-

ventive proceedings, the Allahabad High

Court has simultaneously addressed a part
of the criminal justice system that often receives
less attention than ordinary criminal proceedings
and the more overbearing reality of mechanisms
designed to avert disturbances having gradually
become instruments to deprive people of liberty.
The state has the power to intervene before a
crime occurs if it is reasonably apprehensive that
a person is a threat to public order. However, it
has acquired a habit of exercising that power rou-
tinely, resulting in detentions without any sub-
stantive criminal charge. The High Court’s order
was based, the Bench said, on a “highly irrespon-
sible” deprivation of personal liberties in Uttar
Pradesh, where police officers and executive ma-
gistrates were using preventive powers to incar-
cerate individuals on the basis of arguably minor
apprehensions. In Chander Pal Singh as well, the
petitioner, a physically challenged Dalit advo-
cate, had been arrested over a petty dispute with
a neighbour. The Bench said that between May
2025 and April 2026, around 2,500 people were
reportedly subjected to preventive detention pro-
ceedings in Ghaziabad, despite a 2021 State poli-
cy to guide the exercise of such powers.

The guidelines in response are commendable;
if implemented appropriately, they could reduce
the use of preventive incarceration in neighbour-
hood and property disputes; require executive
magistrates to justify their decisions; encourage
constitutional challenges to unlawful preventive
detention; and generate appellate scrutiny of the
compensation framework. They may also snap at
the heels of magistrates who cite unspecified
“communal tensions” to jail protesters and who
impose prohibitively unaffordable bonds for re-
lease. Further, even if the ruling does not directly
impinge on the detention of activist Sonam
Wangchuk under the NSA, it critiques the idea of
using the excuse of maintaining peace to silence
dissent and reminds the state that it still has a res-
ponsibility to maintain peace with peace. The
ruling may also apply to workers and activists re-
cently detained in New Delhi if held under Sec-
tions 126 or 170 of the BNSS without valid
grounds. That said, implementing the ruling will
be difficult. The Bench said that compensation
for unlawful detention can be recovered from the
salary of the magistrate concerned and/or police
officer following a disciplinary hearing. However,
the executive has been historically reluctant to
penalise its personnel. Second, executive magis-
trates are part of the State administration and
their careers may depend on maintaining ‘peace’
as the State defines it. Addressing these barriers
could reform preventive proceedings in India.

IR-FETIaT g faeTerat H 99w Fa¥ #r 25% HIE FHHASR ot R af T
TG & Tl & Tl HRTETT el ifard

16J6. Peace with peace

erifa & Atedw F aifa

e The state has the power to intervene before a crime occurs if it is
reasonably apprehensive that a person is a threat to public order.

ST & 91 IORTY " gl & T4 gEclald el 1 e giclt &, I 38
g JFcTHaTT TTIhT BT Toh 1S ekl elleh AT o TeTT W el Fehell
gl

e However, it has acquired a habit of exercising that power
routinely, resulting in detentions without any substantive criminal charge.

glellfeh, T o S8 AT T [HAATAT T { AT A T Tgfel Tah & a
o g, foras aRumaEEasT ST fRE I 3R 3RIT & w9l i feey

ERIEIGIE.

e The High Court’s order was based, the Bench said, on a “highly
irresponsible” deprivation of personal liberties in Uttar Pradesh, where
police officers and executive magistrates were using preventive powers
to incarcerate individuals on the basis of arguably minor apprehensions.

9IS o gl o 3TT ~ATATST T 3T 3R TS H STFAINT TATAT3A &
“Hed el IR-THFASRIAT Gofel O MR AT, STET Jiord ey 3K
ATt ATSTECT A JTRAHIT o TR I Al hT HRIETH H Fotel
g oare Qe 13Ut Y & A

e In Chander Pal Singh as well, the petitioner, a physically
challenged Dalit advocate, had been arrested over a petty dispute with a
neighbour.

e g1l R A1 7 oft IrfRerrenan, S vk feeaier gfed srffrasar &, &
TSIl & WY T AN [ddTe & HROT FREAR far arar |

e The Bench said that between May 2025 and April 2026, around
2,500 people were reportedly subjected to preventive detention
proceedings in Ghaziabad, despite a 2021 State policy to guide the
exercise of such powers.

IS o gl foh FS 2025 W 319l 2026 & oI IMTAATETEG H 9197 2,500
9Tt T TiaRes Ry HRIATfRT T ATAAT AT 93T, i VT et o

vt &l TSR &tet 8 ¥ 2021 i T Af Tger @ Higg ot

e The guidelines in response are commendable; if implemented appropriately, they could
reduce the use of preventive incarceration in neighbourhood and property disputes; require
executive magistrates to justify their decisions; encourage constitutional challenges to
unlawful preventive detention; and generate appellate scrutiny of the compensation

framework.

Pagelo
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g G H SN feenfeider Teay &; afe 3t 3 forareaget forar ae, ar 9 i 3ilk a9t
el faaret 7 faRe FRIEME & 3YIET Bl H3 FT Tohd & ; HIRIATTIRT AlTEe ol 319 oot
T NI ey ¥el & T STeg Y Aehd &; 319 faRe Ry & favey daunfae geifazt
T AICHTTE T Hehd &; T &l cFaeT & el FHATeT FATHd T dohd &

e They may also snap at the heels of magistrates who cite unspecified “communal tensions” to
jail protesters and who impose prohibitively unaffordable bonds for release.

37 AfSIECEl TR 8 32T o1 Fohdl § i IETSE “HNYET ek TAeATdl” S gaTell Sl TEeTehrinat
BT ST AT & IUT RS & forw 3rcafres #g 3R agaT 7 1 ST Tehet aTell STHTAT 2t o9 & 1

e Further, even if the ruling does not directly impinge on the detention of activist Sonam
Wangchuk under the NSA, it critiques the idea of using the excuse of maintaining peace to
silence dissent and reminds the state that it still has a responsibility to maintain peace with
peace.

saa faRed, aeaf a8 oty wsdr geam sfafaasr (NSA) & 3idea sriedT Qe aRrgs
Y AT Y TcTaT §T § THTTI T8l T, fihT i Ig 2ifd ST I@ & &gTel rag AT hr
aTel hY T el ShT JHTelleIelT il § AT T ! THUT AT & Tob 3HehT TFHGRT nifel o Areas
2N FeATT IGeT T 4T B

e The ruling may also apply to workers and activists recently detained in New Delhi if held
under Sections 126 or 170 of the BNSS without valid grounds.

Ife; grel &1 A 1§ faeelt 7 foreqer fhw a1 sfAepT 3R RT3 I BNSS & &RT 126 a1 170 &
37crae e &er 3MUR & e 7 1@r A g, at 78 A0 367 93 8l @y g R B

e The Bench said that compensation for unlawful detention can be recovered from the salary of
the magistrate concerned and/or police officer following a disciplinary hearing.

drs & et foh 3y faYer & forw & Siret arelr arfaqfcd aeferd afsrege 3iRyar gfod arfeer &
A W, HMHACHE FoAdTs & dTe;, TG &l ST Fehell ¢

e However, the executive has been historically reluctant to penalise its personnel.
FTiT, TR YTIETTR & & 31 SRR #Y afe ar & why srfereg W@ d|

e Second, executive magistrates are part of the State administration and their careers may
depend on maintaining ‘peace’ as the State defines it.

GER, HRIUTTCrRT ATSIELE AT TR T TGEHT Bt & 3R IeTehT HRIT 3H ‘AT’ T FATT et
o) T8 8Y vt &, ForerehT ARt U5 T e g |
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16J6

Indian seafarers not to be deployed in conflict zones: DGS

ANTH o FgT, ARAT ATRAFT Hr Tuy &35 #F S 787 fFar srean

16J6

Social media, video platforms surpass traditional outlets as leading news
sources: report

Raré: arerer w2 3k Az cAewid g FAER WGl F 77 F IRIRE AeTAT §
I A
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16J6. Indian seafarers not to be deployed

Indian seafarers not

to be deployed in
conflict zones: DGS

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

The Directorate General of
Shipping (DGS) has advised
maritime recruitment and
placement agencies not to
deploy Indian seafarers to
conflict zones until further
notice. However, compa-
nies may carry out crew
changes in emergency sit-
uations with the consent of
the crew.

The safety advisory sent
to all stakeholders comes
days after three Indian sea-
farers were killed in a U.S.
strike on Settebello off the
coast of Oman. The ship-
ping regulator said recent
developments in the Gulf
region, particularly in and
around the Strait of Hor-
muz and the Gulf of Oman,
had resulted in multiple se-
curity incidents involving
merchant vessels carrying
Indian seafarers.

Navigational warnings

Incidents involving Mari-
vex, Settebello and Jalveer
during the past few days
highlighted the increasing
risks faced by commercial
ships operating in the re-

gion. The DGS directed
masters of vessels operat-
ing in or transiting through
the Gulf region, including
the Strait of Hormuz, to
maintain heightened se-
curity awareness, closely
monitor navigational
warnings issued by securi-
ty agencies, and imple-
ment all applicable ship se-
curity measures.

“This Directorate furth-
er reiterates that all Re-
cruitment and Placement
Service License (RPSL)
companies and shipping
companies are advised not
to deploy or send Indian
seafarers to conflict areas
until further orders.”

The DGS said it was
closely monitoring the
evolving situation in coor-
dination with various Mi-
nistries, the Indian Navy
and other stakeholders to
ensure safety and welfare.

The DGS urged all mari-
time stakeholders to exer-
cise the highest degree of
vigilance and caution while
operating in the conflict
zone and to promptly re-
port any incident involving
Indian seafarers to the
authorities concerned.

in conflict zones: DGS
NNTH o FgT, HRAT ATRAFT FY Fuy &=t 7F
eI Tt TR STwen

e The Directorate General of Shipping
(DGS) has advised maritime recruitment and
placement agencies not to deploy Indian seafarers
to conflict zones until further notice.

dlager AgAEMTerT (DGS) = FHG #7clt Ud fAgiar
TSI AT T 313Tel 32T b AT ATfah! & Ty &3=7
H a0 T T Hr g S 2

¢ However, companies may carry out crew
changes in emergency situations with the consent of
the crew.

BTeliTeh, 3TITdehTeNsT URIEATIAT H AT dTeleh &of
T AT | F TR X Ghell 8

e The safety advisory sent to all stakeholders
comes days after three Indian seafarers were killed in
a U.S. strike on Settebello off the coast of Oman.

Gl fReTerRent vl ST Tg GR&T TR1HAe AT T
fere Azedel T gV AR gHA H Aot ARA
oATfaent T 7Y & e &t ore; ST foham aram g |

e The shipping regulator said recent
developments in the Gulf region, particularly in and
around the Strait of Hormuz and the Gulf of Oman,

had resulted in multiple security incidents involving
merchant vessels carrying Indian seafarers.

sAtargeT foramee o agl o @rdt &, faQweny gefer
STASHTAEY 3R AT Y @I & I gTel &
TCTShAT oh hIRUT HRATT sATTdehi 3l of STl dTel

ST TR A TR 311 TRET T HIA 3T
gl

Navigational Warnings

Alager watlt Jamafaar

e Incidents involving Marivex, Settebello and Jalveer during the past few days highlighted the
increasing risks faced by commercial ships operating in the region.

o Fo et & AiaF, deeaal 3R ST § 31 Tt 2 58 &7 F TRereled F @
qIfoIfSae SRSl & THET dod SITQAT Sl 39K T gl

e The DGS directed masters of vessels operating in or transiting through the Gulf region,
including the Strait of Hormuz, to maintain heightened security awareness, closely monitor
navigational warnings issued by security agencies, and implement all applicable ship security

measures.

DGS = @rgl &1, TS ghlst STasAwHey off AMA &, H Furfold I7 Tl & Yol arel STgrall o
Tl T 3T T T GR&T HdehdT §+1TT W, TRET TSI TAT 2ar ST Atgger gty iy
TR TR et T @l 19 STETeT GRaTT 3UTAT Y 19 et ol fordier foam ¥
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e “This Directorate further reiterates that all Recruitment and Placement Service License
(RPSL) companies and shipping companies are advised not to deploy or send Indian
seafarers to conflict areas until further orders.”

“Ig fASeTery ga: Tuse atar ¥ & @ Repesie v3 waweie wfdw adw (RPSL) Fufaat aar
AT FUTAAT T 73Tl 3L dh HRATT ATTGhT T TG &1 7 JoITd IT Folel T T ST TelTg

ARCIGIRAN

e The DGS said it was closely monitoring the evolving situation in coordination with various
Ministries, the Indian Navy and other stakeholders to ensure safety and welfare.

DGS = g foh a5 GR&T iR Feror FATRTT Fa & fav faffiest e, sidra atder qar
37 RRATURH & T FAwag H RUfy R demar fAermeh @ w8l

e The DGS urged all maritime stakeholders to exercise the highest degree of vigilance and
caution while operating in the conflict zone and to promptly report any incident involving
Indian seafarers to the authorities concerned.

DGS = qaf Tl edeRepl & Herd &Y=t & e il HHY STAAH TX hl HeleheT IR AIGE=AT
S TUT AR ATt & ST fordlir i ereatr Y Rl HeiftreT T shl FEAT St T IHTaTE

Fargl

Social media, video platforms
surpass traditional outlets as
leading news sources: report

;!E Hl]‘l!l.l !ureau

CHENNAI

Trust in news is at its low-
est level globally since
2015, as interest in news
dwindles; at the same
time, more people around
the world are accessing
news through third-party
platforms, such as social
media and video networks,
rather than through web-
sites and television chan-
nels of established news
brands, according to the
15" edition of the Reuters
Institute’s Digital News
Report.

The report, produced in
collaboration with the
Asian College of Journal-
ism, Chennai, is based on
an online survey of nearly
one lakh people across 48
markets worldwide.

Consumption patterns
have changed, the study
found, with audiences’
growing disengagement
with news; even so, trust in
established news brands

and support for the idea of
impartial news persist.

However, globally, so-
cial media and video net-
works — Facebook, Insta-
gram, TikTok, and
YouTube — have overtaken
news organisations’ own
websites and apps as the
most widely used means of
accessing news.

The proportion of peo-
ple using social media and
video networks as their
primary source of news
has also risen; while this
trend is more evident
among younger audiences,
it is prevalent across all age
groups, the study found.

It also found that the
younger generations are
unlikely to acquire the
news habits of their pa-
rents, such as reading a
newspaper.

In fact, older audiences
are moving towards the
consumption habits of
younger audiences, the
study found.

There has also been a

rise in the use of Al chat-
bots as a means of access-
ing news, the study found,
with 10% of respondents
globally now using them.
This is especially true
among audiences below 35
years of age.

Less trust in news
Paradoxically, while tradi-
tional news sources de-
cline amid the emergence
of platforms, people are al-
so more concerned about
misinformation and put
less trust in the news they
come across.

There has been a
marked rise in the con-
sumption of online news
videos. The study found
that 77% of its global sam-
ple consume online news
videos every week.

These people are, ho-
wever, consuming them
not on news websites or
apps but on third-party
platforms such as You-
Tube, Instagram, TikTok,
and Facebook.

16J6. Social media, video
platforms surpass
traditional outlets as
leading news sources:
report

Rae: arerer #Aifzar sk
dif3) colewis @ FATER
Al F T H IRIRS
ATETAT F 3 AF

e Trustin news is at its
lowest level globally since 2015,
as interest in news dwindles.

FATRY &/ T gea & Jr-arey
iR TR W FAERT R e
2015 & 91 379 Y fFger T

W IET IATE

e At the same time, more
people around the world are
accessing news through third-
party platforms, such as social
media and video networks, rather
than through websites and
television channels of established
news brands, according to the
15th edition of the Reuters
Institute’s Digital News Report.

| &Y, Waed sEdeyge # Bfoea
7t RIS & 155 FERI0T &

3TER, TARasR & 3T olleT AT FATIR TEUTeAT hT derarsel AR elfastet Aeteil o i
qeirg-gaT T, S Arerer AT ik Nf3AY Acaw, & Areaw § AR Jod FE 2
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The report, produced in collaboration with the Asian College of Journalism, Chennai, is
based on an online survey of nearly one lakh people across 48 markets worldwide.

TR FideT HTF Felfoalod, FeeTs & TEIET T IR 31 315 Ig RAE faeg & 48 IoRT &
TSI T o1 AN & 3iTeTeArssT TdeTor o 3menfia §1

Changing Consumption Patterns

HATIR 3YHNT & Feold a8

Consumption patterns have changed, the study found, with audiences’ growing
disengagement with news.

TG A T IAT ok FATAR ST & Ta&T 7 GRactot 317§ AR geient hr qarant & g
RN §¢ T 8

Even so, trust in established news brands and support for the idea of impartial news persist.
T off, T TAER TEUTT 9R faeare 92T fasasT AR AT TR & 9fa e 3
3 ST 3T &

However, globally, social media and video networks — Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, and
YouTube — have overtaken news organisations’ own websites and apps as the most widely
used means of accessing news.

greilich, afaeh T’ W e, $rers, Rewele R Jgga SIA Areret Afean va difsar @
AR ITCT et o o 31T 39T fhT ST arel ATETH §e7 30 § 31N Igisl AR
HEATAT T IgHSCT T 0o ol fi> B3 & g

The proportion of people using social media and video networks as their primary source of
news has also risen.

AR & RS @ & T & Grerer AT 31T AT Acaen! &1 39T FH ared A9 &1
37egare off e gl

While this trend is more evident among younger audiences, it is prevalent across all age
groups, the study found.

3T & AR, Tg T Jasit 7 e vose 8, fheg @l 3y et & St 1 T @Y B

It also found that the younger generations are unlikely to acquire the news habits of their
parents, such as reading a newspaper.

3eTTeT & g o gy arm ok 7S DT 379er ATAr-Rar i IAR G9t 3eal, S AR 97
Y&, T 379eATel Shl THTTAT e W@ 2

In fact, older audiences are moving towards the consumption habits of younger audiences,
the study found.

arEdd #, LTI & IeTHN e G2 & Jarait Sy FATAR 3Tser Y et Hr 3R 95 @

Rise of Al and Online News Videos
T3 3 TS FATER AfAY FT I5dT YT

There has also been a rise in the use of Al chatbots as a means of accessing news, the
study found, with 10% of respondents globally now using them.

I F ITAT 31T o FHATAR TTed et o ATETH & & H TIHTE Jedied H 30997 M S | &
AR ATeeh T T 10% ITETAT 3 Sofehl SUAT AL TG o |

This is especially true among audiences below 35 years of age.

Ig ygfa fa &0 & 35 9§ @ 1 1Y & it A A &l 1S

Less Trust in News

FAFRY W gedr faea
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Paradoxically, while traditional news sources decline amid the emergence of platforms,
people are also more concerned about misinformation and put less trust in the news they
come across.

AR &9 &, STl Ueh 3R IRIRE FAMIR Sl T FAgea °e @l §, T8 gal 3R a1 51
=T (Misinformation) &I ot 31Teres Tl & 3R 376 ITeel g1 aTel GATERT W e faearq
HIE I

There has been a marked rise in the consumption of online news videos.

FifeTemger FHTIR 3T & SUHT & S @eld go e alol I TS B

The study found that 77% of its global sample consume online news videos every week.
3ETA H ITIT 31T 7o TRk FAHA & 77% WA Tedeh HCTg JHieTolss FARR A 2@d &

These people are, however, consuming them not on news websites or apps but on third-party
platforms such as YouTube, Instagram, TikTok, and Facebook.

glaiiten, A olleT FATAR NfSA FATAR dearset A1 0o R 7161, dfed Igga, seemanm, fewels
3R FHTF S i-gaT FEl WET R B
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16J6 | U.S., Iran reach deal to end war, re-open Strait

AR 3R T Jeu FATCA FIA TUT TASHTHET FI T2 @elol W FHSANT W 96

16J6 | India and Slovakia expand ties with a series of MoUs from defence to education

R 3R TR o T8 & AT R8T do AF FASIAT ATIAT F ATEYH F Fae) o1
RTar &
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U.S., Iran reach deal to end war, re-open Strait

Preliminary deal signed digitally on Sunday, says
U.S. V-P; in person signing in Geneva on June 19

St:mlg ||1 Eg!

he US. and Iran
T have reached a pre-
liminary ~ agree-

ment to end the war, lift
blockades in the Strait of
Hormuz and the Gulf of
Oman, and launch sub-
stantive negotiations on
Tehran’s nuclear pro-
gramme and the Western
sanctions, the two coun-
tries announced on Mon-
day. The agreement was
signed digitally on Sunday,
US. Vice-President ].D.
Vance said, while Iran and
Pakistan said an in-person
signing ceremony would
be held in Geneva, Switzer-
land, on June 19.

U.S. President Donald
Trump said during a media
interaction in France,
where he arrived on Mon-
day for the G7 meeting,
that Mr. Vance will lead the
country’s delegation for
the signing ceremony.

“The deal with the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran is
now complete... I hereby

Acommuter flashes a victory sign in front of a banner that reads
‘Thank you Iran’ near Beirut, Lebanon, on Monday. REUTERS

fully authorise the toll-free
opening of the Strait of
Hormuz, and... authorise
the immediate removal of
the United States Naval
blockade,” Mr. Trump ear-
lier wrote in a social media
post. “Ships of the world,
start your engines. Let the
oil flow!” he added.

Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council con-
firmed that Tehran and
Washington had finalised
the text of the ‘memoran-

dum of understanding’ on
ending the war, while its
Foreign Ministry said re-
leasing frozen assets and
paying war reparations
were “essential” parts of
the deal. “The American
side has committed to tak-
ing measures in both
areas,” Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Esmaeil Ba-
qaei said at a press briefing
on Monday. Tehran would
not collect tolls from ships
but fees for navigation ser-

Release of assets, reparations part of deal; will
collect navigation fee in the Strait, says Tehran

Vessels cautious
despite Trump’s
announcement

CHENNAI

While U.S. President Donald
Trump on Monday said he had
authorised the re-opening of
the Strait of Hormuz and the
removal of the U.S. blockade
while announcing the deal
with Iran, data suggested that
traffic through the Strait
remained limited. » PAGE 4

Modi welcomes
deal, expresses
hope for stability

LONDON

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
'on Monday welcomed the
agreement between Iran and
the U.S. toend the conflict in
West Asia and expressed hope
that the deal would restore
peace and stability in the
region while ensuring freedom
of navigation. » PAGE 4

vices and environmental
upkeep would be charged,
the Ministry added.

“We have always main-
tained that we do not seek
to collect transit tolls, but
fees for navigation servic-
es, environmental protec-
tion, ship insurance and
other necessary services
will be charged,” Mr. Ba-
qaei said on Monday.

“Under the agreements
reached, the war and mili-
tary operations on all

fronts, including Lebanon,
are ended immediately
and permanently. Further-
more, the naval blockade
against Iran is terminated
immediately and com-
pletely,” read a statement
issued by the Council Se-
cretariat, which doesn’t
say anything about the
Strait of Hormuz.

Talks for a final agree-
ment, which would involve
Iran’s nuclear programme
and sanctions, “will be

postponed until after the
other side has implement-
ed its commitments under
the memorandum”, the se-
cretariat added.

U.S. officials say the deal
would extend the ceasefire
by 60 days during which
time talks on the core is-
sues would be held.

Iran took control of the
strait, a critical waterway
connecting the Persian
Gulf with the Arabian Sea,
after the U.S. and Israel
launched the war on Fe-
bruary 28. Mr. Trump an-
nounced a blockade in the
Gulf of Oman of Iranian
ports on April 12, after ne-
gotiations between the two
sides in Islamabad failed to
reach any breakthrough.

“This Great Deal will
bring Peace and Security
to the whole Region. With
the opening of the Strait
upon the signing of the
Deal on Friday, for purpos-
es of mine removal, oil will
flow on both ends again for
the Region, and the
World!,” Mr. Trump wrote

Military operations including in Lebanon halted;
American naval blockade on Iran also terminated

in another post.

He said on Monday
evening that “ships are
starting to move, many
loaded up with oil, out of
the Strait of Hormuz.”

Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif also con-
firmed the agreement, ad-
ding that “both sides have
declared the immediate
and permanent termina-
tion of military eperations
on all fronts, including in
Lebanon.”

Iran’s Mehr news agen-
cy reported that the deal
would see release of $24
billion in frozen Iranian as-
sets during the 60-day ne-
gotiation period. But U.S.
officials, including Mr.
‘Trump and Mr. Vance have
insisted that no cash would
be paid to Iran upon sign-
ing the agreement.

The report also claimed
final negotiations would
not begin until half of the
frozen assets are released
and the blockade is lifted.
The final text of the agree-
ment is yet to be released.

16J6. U.S., Iran reach deal to end war, re-open Strait

AR 3R T Fou FATTA FIA TUT TASHEHEY FI G: @helol T FHSNT W Ig

e The U.S. and Iran have reached a preliminary agreement to end the war, lift blockades in the
Strait of Hormuz and the Gulf of Oman, and launch substantive negotiations on Tehran’s
nuclear programme and the Western sanctions, the two countries announced on Monday.

AR 3R AT It AT FA, PIT TASHTHET TUT AT Y WSt H ATehel (AT bl gt
3R AT & IRA] FRAHA TU1 IRTH gfdayt @ qrdish ardi & wie & o veh IRiFEs
mqsﬁ?rqwqg”%r?rtr% g GIYUT Gt RIf o QIAAR T |

o The agreement was signed digitally on Sunday, U.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance said, while

Iran and Pakistan said an in-person signing ceremony would be held in Geneva,
Switzerland, on June 19.

IARH wTSEufar o 3. 37 7 FeT o 37 FFsia W IfaaR &t 3o &7 & gEanr Feam,
Stafer ST 3R iferearst & FgT 3 19 ST 1 forataT, Racertels 7 vegel &R #ANE
3mafard forar sreem|

e U.S. President Donald Trump said during a media interaction in France, where he arrived
on Monday for the G7 meeting, that Mr. Vance will lead the country’s delegation for the
signing ceremony.

AR TSTURY 2ATe3 €7 o1 i F AT F a1 F e, sTat & WHAR F G7 dow 3 ser
ool TE &, gl o A1 T FEARR HARIE A ARG wfafAftsser o1 Aqea Hi
e “The deal with the Islamic Republic of Iran is now complete... | hereby fully authorise the

toll-free opening of the Strait of Hormuz, and... authorise the immediate removal of the
United States Naval blockade,” Mr. Trump earlier wrote in a social media post.

“GEATH ORI §T o TTY FASNT 3T 07 g1 b ¢.... H T TarsaTHed &1 {91 geh
Grel ST T 07 AT ST E 3R... §YFd T AT AT T Tehlel gl T AT S
g, A1 TT o Tl T HireT AT uee # for

e “Ships of the world, start your engines. Let the oil flow!” he added.
SEIeY 39 T, o 3 STTH, 3eY SofeT AT Y et Y g A

e Iran’s Supreme National Security Council confirmed that Tehran and Washington had
finalised the text of the ‘memorandum of understanding’ on ending the war, while its
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Foreign Ministry said releasing frozen assets and paying war reparations were “essential”
parts of the deal.

ST T Fafear ISR F&TT IRYE o IS T o deret R alRIaTest o Jetr FHATC et Faer
WA AT & TS P HTAA T & AT &, STafeh 38 fagr #rer =t gl & 53 gv
aREafat Hr Rers 3R geer arfagfel @1 epararer aagila & “3ferary” s ¢

“The American side has committed to taking measures in both areas,” Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Esmaeil Bagaei said at a press briefing on Monday.

“3TARRY 98T F ST 8131 H e 3T I fdaeydr cuad & ¢,” fager #FraT & yaadT sEAga
THT$ o TIFAAR FT IF aTdT 7 FHgl|

Tehran would not collect tolls from ships but fees for navigation services and environmental
upkeep would be charged, the Ministry added.

HATCIY &1 g foh eIt STgTil & el AL A, Afehel witage] Har3it 3R TATEROT FXETOT 6]
ek forar S|

“We have always maintained that we do not seek to collect transit tolls, but fees for navigation
services, environmental protection, ship insurance and other necessary services will be
charged,” Mr. Baqaei said on Monday.

AN FehTS o TNHAR T HeT, “TH A A TE el ¢ & 1o GHART 36T TRIH Loeh =1l oTel &,
Sfoeh witageT JaT3il, TATEROT TRETT, STETeT ST 3R 373 3Taegeh Jar3it & ferw goeh forar
STTam|”

“Under the agreements reached, the war and military operations on all fronts, including
Lebanon, are ended immediately and permanently.”

‘e TS & el daater dfga Tl Hrelf o Jerr 3R A= 31T cTeohrel AR TR TT @

AT A fewaw g1

“Furthermore, the naval blockade against Iran is terminated immediately and completely,”
read a statement issued by the Council Secretariat, which doesn’t say anything about the
Strait of Hormuz.

ave afaTery gaRT ST §397eT & &gl 13T, ‘58 3ifafked, S & vy Adfasw Arhedy
deehrel 3R qOT &9 & FHAIST F & 1S 7, gleilich SEH SIS TASHEHE o aR & HS L1 gl
|

Talks for a final agreement, which would involve Iran’s nuclear programme and sanctions,
“will be postponed until after the other side has implemented its commitments under the
memorandum?”, the secretariat added.

TRITerT 1 e foh e FHgila & fow ard, fSae ST a1 IRAT] HRisha 3R gideer nfie
giaT, “GER Y&T SaRT A9 & 37cfeTel 39ei STAaeedait 1 o] fohT STt & e deh T T Waf|”

U.S. officials say the deal would extend the ceasefire by 60 days during which time talks on
the core issues would be held.

AR HTARIRGT 7 gl & o Tg FHASIAT Jetrfarrer 1 60 foat e seream, foreeh ek
AT Fegl W ardm graf|

Iran took control of the strait, a critical waterway connecting the Persian Gulf with the
Arabian Sea, after the U.S. and Israel launched the war on February 28.

28 HIaY T AR A SoRTS EaRT Jer YR ohT STad & oTe; ST o 3H STelSHEHEY
fo=ioT 3199 grer o fo o, St B Y WIS F1 3R PR A S+t aTel Uah HeAd AgedqoT
ST B

Mr. Trump announced a blockade in the Gulf of Oman of Iranian ports on April 12, after
negotiations between the two sides in Islamabad failed to reach any breakthrough.

gt aait o ST gEATHAIIG & €% aTclT 3 IS Ahelcl of [Helel & s1e A £ 1 12 378¥er Y 3iaarer
Y GIR 7 AT TSIIMET T AThacT I GO T Y|
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“This Great Deal will bring Peace and Security to the whole Region.”
“Tg FETT HHASIAT X &1 F Aty 3R R orear|”
“With the opening of the Strait upon the signing of the Deal on Friday, for purposes of mine

removal, oil will flow on both ends again for the Region, and the World!” Mr. Trump wrote in
another post.

AN T A T 3= AR H T, “YehdR T AHSAIT T GEAER Eled & F16; STASHEHEY I Wl
Y §T & 3ECRT A Tell ST 3R &1 T favd & forw alat feemsit 7 R & del &1 Jare &
gram|”

He said on Monday evening that “ships are starting to move, many loaded up with oil, out of
the Strait of Hormuz.”

3gio HIHAR AMH Tl o6 IS STsATHed § STeTst foioholall Y& 81 AT &, FoHatdl ¥ &8 Ao @
aa-g-q- %I”
Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif also confirmed the agreement, adding that “both

sides have declared the immediate and permanent termination of military operations on all
fronts, including in Lebanon.”

m*maQOﬁaﬁaﬂsﬁéaﬁrgﬁmgwmﬁﬂaﬁqﬁﬁm
afgd @i At ) 7 3fHATT AT Toeprer 31 TR Fanfea $r arvor Hr §1”

Iran’s Mehr News Agency reported that the deal would see release of $24 billion in frozen
Iranian assets during the 60-day negotiation period.

31T FI A AR TAHT oF I o 57 aAsia & 3iasta 60 f&aAt T ardaT 3/afer & SRhia e
o sl g5 aREARIET 7 & 24 IR S SR T SEA|

But U.S. dfficials, including Mr. Trump and Mr. Vance, have insisted that no cash would be
paid to Iran upon signing the agreement.

gTaliten AR 3R, a9y 4 2 3R s 37 afAa §, F IR S Fer ¢ F THgia W
EEATER I & ST T Plg oAehg U oTeT aF Siraaty|

The report also claimed final negotiations would not begin until half of the frozen assets are
released and the blockade is lifted.

RNE 71 27 &l gra foba aram R 3HTa el T deh & +AeT g1 ST e ST g5 TR 7
3TTEIT 19T ST BT Y feam ST 3R ATehedy ATCT 18T Y &Y ST

The final text of the agreement is yet to be released.

S T 3ifae grs 378 IR fohar ST AV B
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India and Slovakia expand
ties with a series of MoUs
from defence to education

\

Sriram &SE&H

LONDON

India and Slovakia on Mon-
day expanded their bilater-
al relationship with memo-
randa of understanding
(MoUs) across defence, la-
bour mobility, education,
digital tech, and other sec-
tors, officially branding
their relationship a ‘Com-
prehensive Partnership’.

“Held an excellent
meeting with Prime Minis-
ter [Robert] Fico. This is in-
deed a very special mo-
ment for the India-Slovakia
friendship,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said follow-
ing bilateral talks in the Slo-
vakian capital of Bratislava.

The Prime Minister is
here for a little over 24
hours — the first visit by an
Indian Prime Minister
since the founding of Slo-
vakia in 1993.

“Our talks covered
cooperation in sectors like
automobiles, railways, ad-
vanced manufacturing,
and green technology. The
India-EU Free Trade Agree-
ment will also add momen-
tum to our partnership,”
the Prime Minister said.

The countries commit-
ted to significantly boost
two-way trade and invest-
ment across areas such as
the automotive, electronic,
and advance manufactur-
ing industries.

The labour migration
MoU signed seeks to facili-
tate mobility and the ex-
change of information bet-
ween the authorities in
both countries, as per the
joint statement. The two
sides also agreed to con-
clude a social security
agreement in this regard.

An MoU between the
Higher Education Minis-
tries of the two countries

advanced manufacturing, and green technology.”

[0}
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!

|

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his Slovak counterpart Robert
Fico at the Bratislava Castle in Slovakia on Monday. REUTERS

to facilitate academic and
institutional linkages was
also signed.

Mr. Modi and Mr. Fico
agreed to promote the mo-
bility of students and re-
searchers — especially in
STEM fields and humani-
ties.

Action against terrorists
The formation of a Joint
Working Group on Terro-
rism was agreed by Mr. Mo-
di and Mr. Fico, with the
two leaders “strongly”
condemning the April
2025 terror attacks in Pa-
halgam.

They agreed to work to-
wards the adoption of the
Comprehensive Conven-
tion on International Ter-
rorism within the United
Nations framework.

The two leaders called
for action against terro-
rists, including those in the
UN Security Council 1267
Sanctions Committee list
and the sponsors of
terrorism.

The two sides reaf-
firmed their support for
multilateralism and called
for UN reform, including
the UNSC, with an expan-
sion of the permanent and
non-permanent seats on
the Council.

Slovakia has continued
to support India’s quest for
a permanent seat on the
UNSC and “reaffirmed its
constructive approach” to
India’s membership to the
Nuclear Suppliers Group,
as per the joint statement.

Defence and security
cooperation would be “one
of the key pillars” of the In-
dia-Slovakia relationship,
as per the joint statement.

The two sides signed a
Letter of Intent to promote
defence cooperation - a
move welcomed by Mr.
Modi and Mr. Fico in their
press statements. Through
this framework, the go-
vernments would seek to
collaborate more in de-
fence technologies, de-
fence industrial coopera-
tion, capacity building,
and research and
development.

The two governments
signed an MoU on digital
technologies to provide
structure to their digital
cooperation, as they com-
mitted to deepening col-
laboration in Al, semicon-
ductors and start-ups.

They also agreed to ex-
plore  cooperation in
emerging fields, including
the Internet of Things and
6G standardisation.

16J6. India and Slovakia expand
ties with a series of MoUs from
defence to education

R 3R EafFar F T ¥ A
8T I 3AF FHESAlaT AU F
ATETA A gl 71 TR Far

¢ India and Slovakia on Monday
expanded their bilateral relationship with
memoranda of understanding (MoUs)
across defence, labour mobility, education,
digital tech, and other sectors, officially
branding their relationship a
‘Comprehensive Partnership’.

AR 3R FAGIFAT A HIHIR S &, 4H7
aifarefreran, Rvewr, Bfoea sefachr aar
37T &A1 F FHSAET AT (MoUs) &
HTETH I 9 gfavaiy Tadt &l faedr
foram 3R 3T ¥ & 319er dayt &
‘T WISIERY (Comprehensive

Partnership) Tl Ta% T YeTeT fhaT|

e “Held an excellent meeting with
Prime Minister Robert Fico. This is indeed
a very special moment for the India-
Slovakia friendship,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said following bilateral talks
in the Slovakian capital of Bratislava.

“THUTTHAT A€ Y & T I d 3ehse
mgélugamﬁm-mam#ha;
TOT U 9 &70T §,” TUTeTa3) sileg AT oF
TAATTRAT T ISTHTeAT FTfaeaTaT H giaqaiT
T & ST, gl

e The Prime Minister is here for a
little over 24 hours — the first visit by an
Indian Prime Minister since the founding of
Slovakia in 1993.

TETAHAT ST3T39T 24 ¢ ¥ 318 gag & fow
g1 § — Ig 1993 H TollarfehdT T TATIT &
e, fordt IR TeTeTe =Y &Y ggel AT &

e “Our talks covered cooperation in
sectors like automobiles, railways,

“EARY ATAT3T 7 JHTCAGTS o, Yoid, 3ooid AT AToT a7 §Ra TPt Sy 137 7 Fgdier ) Tt

e “The India-EU Free Trade Agreement will also add momentum to our partnership,” the
Prime Minister said.

TTAHA o Fgl, “HRA-FUNT T HeFd SATIR FAAIT 87 gARY TSR Y 7S 1 FeleT
FHLM|”

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page19



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

The countries committed to significantly boost two-way trade and investment across areas
such as the automotive, electronic, and advanced manufacturing industries.

aQleT &2 oF iCTAITTS, Seeliiad JUT 3eeid fafiaor e afed fafdest &t 7 gfavaia
IR 3R fATY Y 3ea@eId &9 & T6T T gfdaeerdr csaad $l

The labour migration MoU signed seeks to facilitate mobility and the exchange of information
between the authorities in both countries, as per the joint statement.

TYF I & HTHR, GECATRTRC HH TaTH FHAFANAT A 1At 21T o TRt & o
ST T ITATSTET 3R FAT & 3MTeTT-FeleT T FIH Sefle) HT JATH FAT & |

The two sides also agreed to conclude a social security agreement in this regard.
alaAl gail & 3 Her H Ueh WiATIoh Y& FASAI 1 3fAA §T o7 X o7 T Al ogere |

An MoU between the Higher Education Ministries of the two countries to facilitate academic
and institutional linkages was also signed.

i1 31 GraTeTa GIUT Y Mc@Tgd i & fov gt ¢2if & 3= fAeT HArert & I U
AT AT W 3 gEaeR R Irw|

Mr. Modi and Mr. Fico agreed to promote the mobility of students and researchers —
especially in STEM fields and humanities.

At A 3T A frepr o SET 3R RT3 ST IfaLierdr S Serar & IR HgATd casd F,
Iy STEM 8331 3R Afadhr fawat 71

Action Against Terrorists

IraFareal & favey FNars

The formation of a Joint Working Group on Terrorism was agreed by Mr. Modi and Mr.
Fico, with the two leaders “strongly” condemning the April 2025 terror attacks in Pahalgam.

A AEY 3R A TR 7 ATeihaTe T TLFA H TG & 910 I HEHT sTercl hT T aledl AAATHT
=¥ 3181l 2025 H TEEITH H §U HIhAIC) §Hell b ‘s ersal A" feler |

They agreed to work towards the adoption of the Comprehensive Convention on
International Terrorism within the United Nations framework.

3giol HF ST o Gl oh 3cTaTc] AW HTAFHaTG I SATH HTRTHAT T a1 i foem &
F e W AT T d |

The two leaders called for action against terrorists, including those in the UN Security
Council 1267 Sanctions Committee list and the sponsors of terrorism.

QI AAT3T T HTTRATICAT TUT ITAHATG T FHIT &l aTell o TATEH HNATS T JTEdTeT fha,
TSeTe) HgaFa Trsg &t R Y 1267 ferarer afdfer v gt 7 enfAer safera ofr anfarer 1
The two sides reaffirmed their support for multilateralism and called for UN reform, including

the UN Security Council (UNSC), with an expansion of the permanent and non-permanent
seats on the Council.

QT gt o agaaTaTE % i 319e T Y ga: YfSe Y 3R wgFa Weg GUR, AV wgFd
Treg JR&T aRwE (UNSC) #H T T 31Ut #iet & fadR &1 3Taedehal X aof 2|

Slovakia has continued to support India’s quest for a permanent seat on the UNSC and
“‘reaffirmed its constructive approach” to India’s membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group
(NSG), as per the joint statement.

TYF Iy & HTHR, TATRAT o UNSC # $ReT Sl TR FETcT ohr 3TehTelT ht Forelel
SR 3T & AR 7 fFerat Fearad 9 (NSG) i el & 9 $Rd & v 39y “Tereicas
gfeeanIur &I gaf: gfse T &

Defence and Security Cooperation
T&TT T &I HE T
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o Defence and security cooperation would be “one of the key pillars” of the India-Slovakia
relationship, as per the joint statement.

Y e o ITHR, 6T R GI&T TENIT HRA-Fellamhar Faeil & “JqE s 7 & vh
ghamm|

e The two sides signed a Letter of Intent to promote defence cooperation — a move welcomed
by Mr. Modi and Mr. Fico in their press statements.

GIAT g&it o T&IT AGANIT I FGIAT ool oh TolU Teh JTAT IF (Letter of Intent) TWEEATER T,
oraerT Tamera i A 3R i Reepr o1 379er 9 gerdeat & fora|

e Through this framework, the governments would seek to collaborate more in defence
technologies, defence industrial cooperation, capacity building, and research and
development.

3H g1 & ATEIH W it TN 8T e fAfra, e sieanfare g, araar fsor q2r
3TEYT U faehr & 3TReh HEAIT et hT TATH N |
e The two governments sighed an MoU on digital technologies to provide structure to their

digital cooperation, as they committed to deepening collaboration in Artificial Intelligence
(Al), semiconductors and start-ups.

It THRT o e g #F Wd o & fov R seafafral w v aasitar aoe
TR GEATER T 3R FAF Feflaar (Al), Yefichsered TUT FEIE-379 8131 & HATaT oh I hlel
Sicetrdr eged |

e They also agreed to explore cooperation in emerging fields, including the Internet of Things
(IoT) and 6G standardisation.

3ogieY SEXAC AT FATH (10 T) TUT 6G ATARIHIOT AR IFR &1 I TEANT T FHTATHT T oY
3HdYUT el X AT cTeFd i |
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India’s goods exports hit record high of
$45.2 billion in May; trade deficit widens

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

India’s merchandise ex-
ports have jumped to a re-
cord high of $45.2 billion in
May 2026, 18% higher than
$38.3 billion in May last
year, according to official
data. Services exports rose
13.2% during the same pe-
riod, to $36.8 billion in May
2026.

However, despite this,
India’s overall trade deficit
widened to $10.5 billion
from $6.8 billion in May
last year due to a sharper
growth in imports of both
goods and services.

Broad-based increase

The data released by the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry show that India’s
merchandise exports rose
in May, due to higher ship-

Outbound expansion

Merchandise exports rose to an all-time

high in May 2026 {In § billion)
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ments to Singapore, China,
the UK., Tanzania, Bangla-
desh, Germany, and South
Africa, among others. This
increase was also relatively
broad-based in terms of
sectors, with both petro-
leum and several non-pe-
troleum sectors seeing
strong growth in exports.

Within merchandise ex-
ports, the electronic goods
sector saw exports growing
11.6% to $5.1 billion in May
2026.

The organic and inor-
ganic chemicals sector si-
milarly saw exports grow
by 12.7% to $2.7 billion dur-
ing the same period.

Notably, the engineer-
ing goods category saw ex-
ports jumping 24.5% in
May 2026 to $12.3 billion.
The gems and jewellery
sector, too, saw a growth in
exports of 6.7% to $2.5 bil-
lion in May 2026.

Overall, the data show
India’s non-petroleum ex-
ports grew 10.5% to $70.7
billion in the first two
months of this financial
year.

Imports grow faster
India’s merchandise im-
ports jumped 22.1% to
$73.4 billion in May 2026.
As a result, the merchan-
dise trade deficit stood at
$28.2 billion in May this
year, 25% higher than in
May 2025.

Services imports, too,
grew 14.1% in May 2026 to
$19.1 billion.

16J6. India’s goods exports hit record high of $45.2 billion in May; trade deficit
widens

n‘éﬁmmaﬁgﬁwﬁa%.zmﬁm%ﬁﬁésﬁrwwﬁm SYTYR HTeT 96T

India’s Merchandise Exports Reach Record High
IR 1 ATl oA Ter Repis Io7 T o qgan

¢ India’s merchandise exports have jumped to a record high of $45.2 billion in May 2026,
18% higher than $38.3 billion in May last year, according to official data.

TR 3HlehsT & 3TTAR, R &1 AT fA=ATT (Merchandise Exports) #S 2026 H gt
ReTS 45.2 I BFeR R T 91T, St ATl I 7 &oT 38.3 IS ST T Jofedl 7 18% HTUH
gl

e Services exports rose 13.2% during the same period, to $36.8 billion in May 2026.
=Y 37afer & Aar AT (Services Exports) 13.2% sga 7S 2026 3 36.8 3 STeiX g1 1T

o However, despite this, India’s overall trade deficit widened to $10.5 billion from $6.8 billion
in May last year due to a sharper growth in imports of both goods and services.

gTcllfeh, SHeh STdS[G A€ 3R A3 2=t & AT # 377ereh ey Jefer oh HROT R T ol
SITIR °TeT (Trade Deficit) ool a§ AS & 6.8 3 SfaX ¥ §6hY 10.5 3 Sfa &) 17|

Broad-based Increase
ST HTUR 9T gefer

e The data released by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry show that India’s
merchandise exports rose in May, due to higher shipments to Singapore, China, the U.K.,
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Tanzania, Bangladesh, Germany, and South Africa, among others.
IO TF 3ANT HATAT GIRT TR 3ehst § Tl Telcll § foh 7S 3 7R & ATl T ATl 7 Jefor
e fafdesT St 1 318 3T @l

e This increase was also relatively broad-based in terms of sectors, with both petroleum and
several non-petroleum sectors seeing strong growth in exports.

% gy RafBiesT et o o s <81, STt e e 8 A-agiferer g oF e o

S gt gof I TS|

e Within merchandise exports, the electronic goods sector saw exports growing 11.6% to
$5.1 billion in May 2026.

el 1T o A gaFelioe aeq &1 &l Td1d 11.6% TG #S 2026 # 5.1 I Sta &1

T

e The organic and inorganic chemicals sector similarly saw exports grow by 12.7% to $2.7
billion during the same period.

I YR FEfas 3R FFEfas [T 8T o7 AT 12.7% T 2.7 34 ST} af 37|
e Notably, the engineering goods category saw exports jumping 24.5% in May 2026 to $12.3

billion.
Ty &0 & gohferafer awqait & fordTd & 24.5% T gefer g i1 a1$ 3R 7E 7 2026 # 12.3
m?ﬁmaawgamml

e The gems and jewellery sector, too, saw a growth in exports of 6.7% to $2.5 billion in May

2026.

TeT TS IMS{NOT 83 o foralTcr 31 ol 6.7% 1 qaf® g AR Ig 75 2026 725 msﬁ’maawg*a

I

e Overall, the data show India’s non-petroleum exports grew 10.5% to $70.7 billion in the
first two months of this financial year.

THIT T ¥ 3iehs aeficl § o 1o faelir a¥ & uger ar A= 3 3R &1 I-deifors e
10.5% sgehY 70.7 3T STelX & a1aT|

Imports Grow Faster

A.P. to partner with Google
to create Al-cloud task force

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister N. Chandrababu Nai-
du held a series of high-le-
vel meetings with global
technology, logistics, ur-
ban development and aca-
demic institutions on Mon-
day, the first day of his
two-day visit to Singapore,
seeking investments and
strategic partnerships for
the State's development.

A key outcome of the vi-
sit was an agreement bet-
ween the Andhra Pradesh
government and Google to
establish a special task
force to explore coopera-
tion in artificial intelligence
(AD), cloud computing and
digital governance.

During his meeting with
Google Asia-Pacific presi-
dent Karan Bhajwa, the

¥

@

[
N. Chandrababu Naidu

Chief Minister outlined his
vision of transforming
Andhra Pradesh into a ma-
jor hub for Al, data centres
and digital infrastructure.
He invited Google to partn-
er with the State in streng-
thening digital governance
and real-time governance
systems through advanced
cloud technologies.

Mr. Naidu also sought
Google's support for large-

Address :

Contact Number :

scale skill development
programmes in Al, ma-
chine learning and cloud
computing.

Logistics parks

The Chief Minister also met
representatives of YCH Lo-
gistics Group and dis-
cussed the establishment
of logistics parks and a
modern supply chain city
in Andhra Pradesh. In
another meeting, Mr. Nai-
du invited UN-Habitat Ex-
ecutive Director Anaclau-
dia Rossbach to establish a
Centre of Excellence in
Andhra Pradesh.

The visit forms part of
Andhra Pradesh’s efforts to
attract global investments
and position the State as a
leading destination for
technology, education, lo-
gistics and sustainable ur-
ban development.

T 3 3T ch g

e India’s merchandise imports
jumped 22.1% to $73.4 billion in May
2026.

HRT ol AT AT (Merchandise Imports)
S 2026 H 22.1% T 73.4 3 31T &r
=T

e As aresult, the merchandise
trade deficit stood at $28.2 billion in May
this year, 25% higher than in May 2025.

8% IRUTATARY, 38 a¥ A H ATl AR
HT1eT (Merchandise Trade Deficit) 28.2
3T STeR TgT, S HS 2025 T Jofall 7 25%
s g

e Services imports, too, grew
14.1% in May 2026 to $19.1 billion.

WaT ITATT (Services Imports) #H 8 gefer
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gol T TS 31X I§ AS 2026 7 14.1% T 19.1 I ST &1 IT|

16J6. A.P.to partner with Google to create Al-cloud task force

TEr YR TIHTE-FATIS FIAGA & ST g I[P AT AISGRY FI

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu held a series of high-level
meetings with global technology, logistics, urban development and academic institutions on
Monday, the first day of his two-day visit to Singapore, seeking investments and strategic
partnerships for the State's development.

3TE TR & HETHA UaA. Tgale ATIg o 379e0 & ey RATTgR amm & ugel feet Hear
afRas diemfar, difoieead, el e 31 arfores Teaat & wfafafat & @ sTaeais
Soeh i, ToTeTehT 366ed Usd & Taehrd g foiaer 3R Torehicien ATsterial Jred e o

A key outcome of the visit was an agreement between the Andhra Pradesh government
and Google to establish a special task force to explore cooperation in artificial intelligence
(Al), cloud computing and digital governance.

S ITAT T Teh T TRUTH HY &9 THR 3R Google ava%rgmwéﬁrﬂw, e agd
A FEUFATT (Al), FT38 FYIT 3R F3TSTeer TR & 8151 7 FEANT 6T HaA137 T
T T & [T T Y Frieer g frar seam|

During his meeting with Google Asia-Pacific president Karan Bhajwa, the Chief Minister
outlined his vision of transforming Andhra Pradesh into a major hub for Al, data centres and
digital infrastructure.

TSl TAAT-YRATT 3 EART FIOT $STaT o T Tl SSeh o GRIeT HTTHAT ¥ 1Y T HT Al
3eT HeX AR fBSEe T T Ueh T bt Feled hT 3T TRebeTedT TEIT |

He invited Google to partner with the State in strengthening digital governance and real-time
governance systems through advanced cloud technologies.

3+glel Google & 3eaTd Fall38 WA TRAT & Areaa & RBfSea gemdst 3R Jga-csa amae
JunfordT I Gog Tellal 7 T & AT VISR I I HTHT0T feT|

Mr. Naidu also sought Google's support for large-scale skill development programmes in Al,
machine learning and cloud computing.

A arag o Al, Fefler afetar 3R Fom3s Fogfear & &3 7 93 YA R Hiered fawra HrdswAr &
T 8ft Google =T TEAT A

Logistics Parks

A EeFH 9T

The Chief Minister also met representatives of YCH Logistics Group and discussed the
establishment of logistics parks and a modern supply chain city in Andhra Pradesh.

HEIHA A YCH ST ReFd TH & Tiafierat & off ermenrd i 3R 31y yeer & slifseesra
qTeh T Teh MY foleh 3TYfct 4@ IR BT TUT9AT R =<l |

In another meeting, Mr. Naidu invited UN-Habitat Executive Director Anaclaudia
Rossbach to establish a Centre of Excellence in Andhra Pradesh.

Teh 375 3o 7 A A8 o JuA-gfaee i FRASRY s sremaars3ar uara 1 3y e &
Teh WeX 3T TFdterd TR ket 3T ST fega|
The visit forms part of Andhra Pradesh’s efforts to attract global investments and position the

State as a leading destination for technology, education, logistics and sustainable urban
development.

Ig AT AR A ITRTa e 9T 3T wewr & Hieafehy, e, dforiecea 3R aad
B faera & forT ueh 319yl ey & §9 7 TG aR & =T & yIrat 1 Fear g1
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Centre hikes windfall tax on
diesel, aviation fuel exports

The government on Monday hiked windfall gains
tax on exports of diesel and aviation turbine fuel
(ATF), while retaining the levy on petrol for the
fortnight beginning June 16. The rate of special
additional excise duty (SAED) on export of diesel
will be %14 a litre, up from %13.5 a litre at present.
The SAED on export of ATF will be ¥12.5 a litre,
up from 9.5 a litre. There is no change in the
rate of duty on exports of petrol and it continues
to be at ¥1.5 a litre. The Finance Ministry, in a
notification, said the duty hikes would be
eftective from June 16. Also, there is no change in
the existing duty rates on petrol and diesel
cleared for domestic consumption. en

16J6. Centre hikes windfall tax on diesel, aviation
fuel exports

&g ¥ Aord 3R AT Sua F AT W AEwia S5
JeraT

Government Hikes Windfall Gains Tax on Diesel and ATF
Exports

WHR A Dot 3R v [T ) Aswia A9 Tw qern

¢ The government on Monday hiked windfall gains tax on
exports of diesel and aviation turbine fuel (ATF), while
retaining the levy on petrol for the fortnight beginning June 16.

AR A WHIR 1 Srerer AT vfarver agsr wqa (ATF) & forafa
W fiswiar Ae SFw ger i, Siafeh 16 S & Y& 81 aTel 9@ars &

[ERAHERNCIDERETRUICRRC]]

e The rate of Special Additional Excise Duty (SAED) on export of diesel will be ¥14 per litre,
up from ¥13.5 per litre at present.

SeTel & fordiel o farehy srfaferar 3eu1e ¢fe (SAED) T & aciret €13.5 wfar dfiex & sgrt

A g NT A TS

e The SAED on export of ATF will be 12.5 per litre, up from %9.5 per litre.
ATF & faTd 9T SAED 7 &X %9.5 Uiy efley & Sora £12.5 Ui aliet aY &) 715 8|

e There is no change in the rate of duty on exports of petrol and it continues to be at 1.5 per

litre.

YN o oIl O Qfoeh &X & 1S URace w161 fohar a1 ¢ 3R Ig 1.5 9far dfey X gurad s=i

B &l

e The Finance Ministry, in a notification, said the duty hikes would be effective from June 16.
mmﬁwm@mﬁm%aagéaﬁailaajﬁqmﬁ?m

e Also, there is no change in the existing duty rates on petrol and diesel cleared for domestic

consumption.

g8 3T, B ST & foIT SIRY fohw STt aTer 9 3R fiarer OX oI It osh axi &

IS aRade 6T forar T & |

Marginal increase in unemployment rate in May

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The unemployment rate
(UR) in the country in-
creased by 0.3 percentage
points to 5.5% in May com-

pared with April, accord-
ing to the Periodic Labour
Force Survey (PLFS), re-
leased by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation in New
Delhi on Monday.

While rural unemploy-
ment increased from 4.6%
in April to 5.1% in May, ur-
ban unemployment de-
creased marginally from
6.6% in April to 6.4% in
May. The unemployment

rate among rural males of
15 years and above was
5.2% during May. For rural
females in the same age
group, it was 4.7%. In ur-
ban areas, the unemploy-
ment rate among females

16J6. Marginal increase in unemployment rate in May

7S H RS T A AT g

was 8.2% compared with
5.9% observed for males.

The Labour Force Parti-
cipation Rate for persons
aged 15 years and above
stood at 54.4% in May. It
was 55% in April.
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e The unemployment rate (UR) in the country increased by 0.3 percentage points to 5.5% in
May compared with April, according to the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) released
by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation in New Delhi on Monday.

HIHAR FI T3 ool 7 AITEIHT TF FRIFHHA HHATTadT AT SR TR INITAF 4 aef
FHEIOT (PLFS) o 37TAR, 2T T AR & (UR) 3734 T JofeT 3 0.3 W 3 doahs 7S A

5.5% &Y TS |

e  While rural unemployment increased from 4.6% in April to 5.1% in May, urban
unemployment decreased marginally from 6.6% in April to 6.4% in May.

STeT ATHOT VSR 37T & 4.6% T TG A 7 5.1% &Y TS, JgT AL SRSTITRY 37T & 6.6%
T AT &9 § Tl A H 6.4% T§ TS|
¢ The unemployment rate among rural males of 15 years and above was 5.2% during May.
AS o SR 15 T 3R 30% 318 3mg & areior gout & SO &7 5.2% &t 1 TS|
e Forrural females in the same age group, it was 4.7%.
38 317 91 hr ror AfFETHt 7 7€ < 4.7% W

e |Inurban areas, the unemployment rate among females was 8.2% compared with 5.9%
observed for males.

Qg &Y 3T ATFEHT T SR X 8.2% TG, T Tui o TT TF 5.9% Gof 1 TS|

e The Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) for persons aged 15 years and above stood
at 54.4% in May.

15 9% 3R 39 18T Iy & sgfFadt & v sy aer sefiarl & (LFPR) #S & 54.4%

e It was 55% in April.
39S 7 Ig &3 55% T

WPI inflation jumps to 9.7%
in May on surging fuel prices

Govt. releases new series of Wholesale Price Index with an updated base vear of 2022-23 along

with new producer price indices in line with global best practices and IMF recommendations

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

nflation at the whole-
l sale level rose to 9.7%

in May 2026, primari-
ly driven by surging prices
of crude oil, natural gas,
mineral oils and to a small-
er extent, manufactured
products, according to offi-
cial data.

The Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry on
Monday released the new
series of the Wholesale
Price Index (WPI) with an
updated base year of 2022-
23 and wider ambit of
goods measured. Due to
the base year update, a his-
torical comparison further
back than April 2024 is not
available. The May 2026 in-
flation rate is the highest
since at least then.

Along with the new
WPI, the Commerce Minis-
try also released the first
editions of its Output Pro-
ducer Price Index (OPPI),
Trial Input Producer Price

Wholesale surge

WPl inflation
has risen

| sharplydueto
1 the West Asia
crisis

Apr, July Dec. Jan,

July Dec.Jan. May
2025 ! —2026—

L 2024

« Note: Data is from the new series of the WPl with base year 2022-23

Source; Ministry of Commerce and Industry

Index (IPPI), and Service
Producer Price Index (Ser-
vice PPI) of seven services
— Banking, Securities Tran-
saction, Insurance, Man-
agement of Pension Funds,
Railways, Passenger Air,
and Telecom.

WPI to be phased out
The government also said
that the Producer Price In-
dex (PPI) will replace the
WP in five years.
“Considering the wide

usage of WPI in price esca-
lation clauses, this index
will be released for five
years from the date of its
release, along with PPI,
and will be discontinued
thereafter,” the Commerce
Ministry said in its release.
“This would give sufficient
time to users to switch
from WPI to PPL”

It added that the transi-
tion from WPI to PPl is in
line with the global best
practices adopted by ad-

vanced economies and the
recommendations of the
IMF.

The surge in the WPI in
May 2026 was driven over-
whelmingly by soaring fuel
prices that month as a re-
sult of the West Asia crisis.

Inflation in the crude oil
and natural gas category
jumped to 61.5% in May
2026, from 56.3% in the
previous month. While this
is a reflection of the elevat-
ed global oil and gas pric-
es, itis also a result of a low
base, since the new series
of the WPI shows prices in
this category contracted by
15.5% in May last year.

Similarly, inflation in the
mineral oils category accel-
erated to 49.8% in May
2026 from 40.7% in April.
Here, too, prices had con-
tracted in May last year.

The WPI shows that in-
flation in the manufactur-
ing and food segments also
quickened in May 2026, al-
beit not as quickly as for
fuel.

16J6. WPI inflation
jumps to 9.7%in
May on surging
fuel prices

§ereT AT H 3T
& HIOT 7S HF WPI
HAETEHITA 9.7% aH

g

e Govt. releases
new series of
Wholesale Price Index
with an updated base
year of 2022-23 along
with new producer
price indices in line
with global best
practices and IMF
recommendations

HIHR o 2022-23 F AT
TR a¥ & T F JI=A1
(WPI) Y T$ 2@l aT

ARaw wafas gamsit six
IMF i Rreiet & st
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AT 3UGF Hed i SR FFT

e Inflation at the wholesale level rose to 9.7% in May 2026, primarily driven by surging prices
of crude oil, natural gas, mineral oils and to a smaller extent, manufactured products,
according to official data.

mamma?wnézomﬁmwﬁwﬁﬁmgj%ﬁmé,ﬁww
HROT Fed ad, THfa® 3w, @iasr dat qUT $o g o Rafafia scamel & Hadh 7 s gefar
W

e The Ministry of Commerce and Industry on Monday released the new series of the
Wholesale Price Index (WPI) with an updated base year of 2022-23 and wider ambit of
goods measured.

AMOISY TF SEHNT HATET A HHAIR Pl 2022-23 FHY AT IR I & T 3 391 §U AT #ed
aHTH (WPI) I 7S S @l TRI T, TSI a3t 1 arr o faeqd fohar s g

e Due to the base year update, a historical comparison further back than April 2024 is not
available.

3R ¥ 7 GRacial & HROT 31T 2024 { Tgel T 3rafer T AfAgITeh Jolar Iueletr =781 g
e The May 2026 inflation rate is the highest since at least then.
HS 2026 T AR &I Ho-J-he 37 AW & F1e F G 37 ¢

e Along with the new WPI, the Commerce Ministry also released the first editions of its Output
Producer Price Index (OPPI), Trial Input Producer Price Index (IPPI), and Service
Producer Price Index (Service PPI) of seven services — Banking, Securities Transaction,
Insurance, Management of Pension Funds, Railways, Passenger Air, and Telecom.

AT WP & HTY aTf0Ied HATerd & 3T3eYE NI IIFH $3FH (OPPI), T FAYE NI/
WISH S3F (IPPI) 7T A1 Jar3it — dfer, wfasifar d=r-3e, e, Jerer s waee, dord, anlh
T i gEaR — & v afdw N3TeR 913w 394 (Service PPI) &7 Ygell FEA0T 8 STRY
o]

WPI to be phased out
WP &I SR0Tag adtd ¥ WHATST f3har srean

e The government also said that the Producer Price Index (PPI) will replace the WPI in five
years.

TR A Fg & e (o ScuTes Fed Yahi (PPI) 37Tel Gl Nt & WP T TTeT 91|

e “Considering the wide usage of WPI in price escalation clauses, this index will be released for
five years from the date of its release, along with PPI, and will be discontinued thereafter,” the
Commerce Ministry said in its release.

AIOTeT HATE & 39 TeFced H Hgl, “Hed goie Hath Tatilsdl 3 WP & ea19eh 3ud1eT &l
ST §U, 30 PP & H1Y 30 ST gl 1 fafd & oier s e e feram soam 31k g6 s
38 s &Y fear sea|”

e “This would give sufficient time to users to switch from WPI to PPI.”
“SHY 3TANITHAT3 A WPI & PP F aRadeT & forw waed a&r f&aem|”

e |t added that the transition from WPI to PPI is in line with the global best practices adopted by
advanced economies and the recommendations of the IMF.

FHATERT o1 &gl foh WPI & PPl H 9Radel 3eoid JTqEATIHT GaRT 319175 915 dfRaeh gafad
g3 3R IMF Y RATRRA & 3T g

e The surge in the WPI in May 2026 was driven overwhelmingly by soaring fuel prices that
month as a result of the West Asia crisis.

HS 2026 H WP gefel o1 H&F HROT IfRae TRAAT Hhe & TROTATTRY 3H Helel ST Y
et 7 Al gefar o
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e Inflation in the crude oil and natural gas category jumped to 61.5% in May 2026, from
56.3% in the previous month.

Fed ad AR rpfas A Aol F Ferehifa 75 2026 # Tgat 61.5% &1 71, S o 7l
56.3% 2|

e While this is a reflection of the elevated global oil and gas prices, it is also a result of a low
base, since the new series of the WPI shows prices in this category contracted by 15.5% in
May last year.

eI Ig af¥ash det 31 e HreAdt 7 geftr o1 giar B, oifehet T et 3mr v &7 ofr
aRoTTH §, #Fifeh WPI 1 7S S[@ell & 3718R 38 AN H Ao a¥ #S & S 7 15.5% i
faRTae gof fr 715 A

e Similarly, inflation in the mineral oils category accelerated to 49.8% in May 2026 from 40.7%
in April.
5l g @ferst Qe 1 Aol & Farehifer 3mier & 40.7% & g HS 2026 H 49.8% &1 TS|

e Here, too, prices had contracted in May last year.
et o Rrorer o 78 & et & FRrae gor i 18 2|

e The WPI shows that inflation in the manufacturing and food segments also quickened in
May 2026, albeit not as quickly as for fuel.

WP g & 5 7S 2026 7 RfAwT 31T @y &yt 3 s Sarehifa ad, greife a7 gefyr Suar
&1 T TofelT & e ol AT
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Al is helping patients understand
cancer but misunderstand doctors

Patients are increasingly informed but often misinformed; they have information without context, they trust algorithms that sound intelligent

but lack accountability; they are sceptical of doctors who try to add nuance because the algorithm validated their simpler interpretation

Narayana Subramaniam

am an oncologist. I have watched

large language models (LLMs) do

something I have been trying to do

for years: make cancer
comprehensible.

A patient sits across from me with
newly diagnosed cancer. I used to explain
the PDLI status and the role of
neoadjuvant therapy, where patients get
immunotherapy first followed by surgery
— terms that meant nothing. Their eyes
would often glaze but they would nod and
leave confused, forced to google terms
that would lead them to worst-case
scenarios or fraudulent clinics.

Now, they come in having asked
ChatGPT or Claude to explain their
pathology report. “So PDLI1-positive
means my cancer may respond well to
specific treatment and have higher cure
rates?” they ask. Overnight, we are having
an intelligent conversation instead of me
trying to translate oncology into English.

That is extraordinary and has been
genuinely useful for cancer care.

The real excitement

What thrills me most is clinical trial
access. I have patients who understand
why a phase II trial for immunotherapy

might be appropriate for their
melanoma. They have read ChatGPT’s
explanation of what a trial protocol
means, what endpoints are being
measured, what side effects to watch for.
Informed consent is now informed in a
way that would not have been remotely
possible five years ago.

A man with advanced salivary gland
cancer asked me about the open clinical
trials that I hadn’t even mentioned yet. He
had asked ChatGPT about maintenance
therapy options and the algorithm had
directed him to trial data. He understood
why novel therapies made sense in his
situation. He wasn’t just following my
recommendation; he understood the
science behind it. This represents patients
becoming medically literate enough to
participate in their own care.

The guidelines themselves are now
being simplified by LLMs into language
that does not require an oncology degree
to understand. A patient with cancer can
ask ChatGPT to explain the staging
system, treatment options, and
surveillance protocols. They arrive at
appointments educated and aware.

This democratisation of cancer
knowledge is important, especially in
India, where accessing oncologists is itself
challenging for many. A patient in a tier-2
city can und d what

dioth ChatGPT said radiott Yy
has significant side effects.” The LLM gave
her valid information and even explained
that some stage II oral cancers don’t need
radiotherapy. But it couldn’t tell her that
her specific tumour with its specific
characteristics had a 30% recurrence risk
without radiotherapy and 10% with it.
‘That difference is life-years. Making that
judgement requires knowing her values,
her tolerance for toxicity, and her specific
cancer biology. An LLM cannot do that.

According to one JAMA study on
diagnostic accuracy, when LLMs
encounter complex cases requiring
contextual reasoning, their accuracy
drops significantly, well below the level of
an experienced physician.

What troubles me most is something
we are witnessing in real time: the
widening trust gap between doctor and
patient.

I tell a patient with stage IV cancer that
chemotherapy is unlikely to be curative
but might extend life by months and
improve quality of life. The patient pulls
up what ChatGPT said: “Ch h

According to one JAMA study on
diagnostic accuracy, when LLMs
encounter complex cases requiring
contextual reasoning, their
accuracy drops significantly,

well below the level of an
experienced physician

because the LLM made them feel
understood. In oncology, delay is often
catastrophic. I have seen patients
postpone cancer evaluation because they
felt the LLM had validated their “wait and
see” approach.

Judging what is right
A 52-year-old asked ChatGPT about a lung
nodule found incidentally on a CT scan.
The LLM explained that most lung
nodules are benign. The patient was
reassured and did not follow up. Eighteen
months later, he has stage I1I lung cancer
that was likely stage I when he first
noticed it. The LLM provided accurate
lation-level statistics without context

can cause severe nausea, hair loss,
infections, and heart damage. Many
people pursue alternative medicine
instead.”

Both statements are true — but they are
not equival

options exist even before traveling to see
a specialist.

Known and

The LLM has presented information
without medical judgment. It has
essentially validated scepticism about
ch herapy without context about

However, just removing the information
asymmetry does not change the fact that
information is not judgment. And
judgment is what is hardest for us to
convey.

A patient comes in with stage Il oral
cancer. ChatGPT has explained that stage
Ilis “intermediate risk”. My

rec d. is surgery followed
radiotherapy. The patient asks: “But why
can’t I just do surgery and skip

whether, in this specific situation, the
risk-benefit ratio favours treatment. The
patient now does not trust my
recommendation. They think I am
pushing toxic drugs for profit while the
LLM is being more honest.

Mental health studies have found that a
sizeable proportion of people using LLMs
for mental health questions reported
worsening outcomes. But more alarming:
some even avoid professional help

about what his nodule required.

Another patient with breast cancer
asked an LLM about stopping hormone
therapy after three years. The algorithm
discussed “natural approaches” and how
some women manage without
medication. She stopped and soon
relapsed. When asked why she stopped,
she said the LLM made it sound optional.
But it was not optional for her.

These are stories of real patients
harmed by a tool we have unleashed
without fully understanding how to
control it.

Further, I am not convinced these tools
will ever be able to do what actually
matters in medicine: judging what is right
for the individual sitting in front of us, not
what is statistically true for most
populations.

Tam not worried that LLMs will replace

The democmtisatioof cancer knowledge is important, especially in India, where accessing oncologists is 'rts-elf [¢ ing for many. ANGIOLA

oncologists. Our knowledge can be
packaged and replicated. Our judgment,
forged in uncertainty, built on seeing
what happens when you are wrong,
tempered by real consequences, cannot
be. That is the gap algorithms cannot
close.

Biased tools
What worries me is the middle ground we
have reached. Patients are increasingly
informed but often misinformed. They
have information without context. They
trust algorithms that sound intelligent but
lack accountability. They are sceptical of
doctors who try to add nuance because
the algorithm validated their simpler
interpretation. And we are doing this with
almost no tracking of outcomes.

Peer-reviewed research has warned
that LLMs chatbots designed for
engagement can inadvertently validate
harmful behaviour, posing risks to
vulnerable users. In oncology, are
patients making different treatment
decisions? Are outcomes changing? We do
not know.

I still believe LLMs can be valuable
tools in cancer care. They are already
breaking down barriers to democratising
knowledge. But we need to stop
pretending they are neutral. They are
sycophantic by design, trained to be

ble rather than challenging. They
cannot examine a patient or order a
biopsy or follow someone over time. And
we need to rebuild something I see
eroding: patients understanding that a
doctor who disagrees with them might
not be defensive or greedy. They might be
using judgment informed by years of
seeing how these decisions play out.

(Narayana Subramanian is Lead
Consultant, Head and Neck Surgery and
Oncology, Aster Hospitals, and Adjunct
Faculty, Indian Institute of Science,
Bengaluru.

il.com)

16J6. Al is helping patients understand cancer but misunderstand doctors
T3S AN F FAX TS H TETIa1 T @7 8, Afhed Rfvcas! w1 a0 gz
wgfer oft @1 @7 B
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| used to explain the PDL1 status and the role of neoadjuvant therapy, where patients get
immunotherapy first followed by surgery — terms that meant nothing.

# gger PDL1 Fufar 3R foratessrae Rt &y axffremT qastrar ar, foras At  gger
ST &1 S § 3R 3H a1 oA Tafehcdn T STl § — Q& 2reg; foitent 3oteh foiw &his 379
STET gidT |

“So PDL1-positive means my cancer may respond well to specific treatment and have
higher cure rates?” they ask.

“aY PDL1-9ifoifed glet &7 3727 § T A7 R Ay 39 & giay 3reeh ufafshar & @erar g 3k
3% S BeY T FHTTT 311U Y Tehell 27 F Tt £

| have patients who understand why a phase Il trial for immunotherapy might be
appropriate for their metastatic melanoma.

A U OO WAl § ST FAS § T Aeree e AQAAAT o T grgaAraydt & $or- 1| wRTor 37k
foT 3o &t & a1

Informed consent is how informed in a way that would not have been remotely possible five
years ago.

gfaa geafa 319 38 T W R 81 918 8, it rer ay gl ol off & 3 Ferg w71 2|
A man with advanced salivary gland cancer asked me about the open clinical trials that |
hadn’t even mentioned yet.

Seecl HEEAT o AR T FA/T F NS Teh I o HH 37 Yol feiforeher GET0N o o) & Io7
ToreTpT A 379 I 3o 3 18T fohar &)

He wasn't just following my recommendation; he understood the science behind it.

g FHad A FABIRET T gTeleT TET T TET AT; I8 3T NS & 31T o1 ofr gavsT T am|

This represents patients becoming medically literate enough to participate in their own care.
T g2itar & fo Qeft 3raelt Rafehcar S@srer 7 #1eT ofel & farv qaiTed 9 & RAifhcada §9 & aBR
A

The guidelines themselves are now being simplified by LLMs into language that does not
require an oncology degree to understand.

3 fgenfadelt &l ¥a3 LLMs SarT CH! $TST 3 Tl FeI137 ST I@T ¢ fordd §HsTe & fow
3Teeplaral Shr f3afY T 3TaeTHaT 78T B

A patient with cancer can ask ChatGPT to explain the staging system, treatment options, and
surveillance protocols.

HFIR T DT F1E W ChatGPT T TTHT YouTrelr, 3TaR fashedt 3R AR Wieisre ST sarear
A o ToIT g TohaT ¢

This democratisation of cancer knowledge is important, especially in India, where accessing
oncologists is itself challenging for many.

HUT Fatft AT T I b Ao 0T HAgeaquT &, [aATent IR &, STel 313eh et & forw
3frehTelToree oeh TEd=AT &1 oAl &
My recommendation is surgery followed by radiotherapy.

A FAwIRer ereafafhcar & a1 WAt 1 8

The LLM gave her valid information and even explained that some stage Il oral cancers don’t
need radiotherapy.

LLM = 38 HgY SiTeTehil &1 3R e o Gasima & 3o Tor-1| 7@ Hai 7 Wsarakdr &
3TaRIHAT =T8T BlciT

But it couldn’t tell her that her specific tumour with its specific characteristics had a 30%
recurrence risk without radiotherapy and 10% with it.

AAfeheT a8 38 Tg AL T Hehl Toh 38 AT AT T fARUse TARATATHT & o7 SARdr &
ToretT gerrg ey <1 ST 30% 2T 3R AT & |r2r 10% |
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That difference is life-years.

g 3R Sad & 37tk auT & AT &

Making that judgement requires knowing her values, her tolerance for toxicity, and her
specific cancer biology.

T A0 oet o fAT 38 HedT, gEasTal hl HeeT et hl &THdT 3R 38h Ha 1 fafrse sifasw
Tehict ol STelell TR &

According to one JAMA study on diagnostic accuracy, when LLMs encounter complex cases
requiring contextual reasoning, their accuracy drops significantly, well below the level of an
experienced physician.

sAefieh FTehal TR TR Teh JAMA 3T & 38R, 51 LLMs Q& Sifeer Amell s e
I & ToleTH HEHITA b T JTTTRAT BIdT &, Al 3eTehl FCIhdT H Seai@a1d FRIaC AT § AR

TE Ueh T3 TRIfehedieh o TX & hIhT AT <ol Srel &

What troubles me most is something we are witnessing in real time: the widening trust gap
between doctor and patient.

i ST Het Hed 3T Rifdd A &, a8 ¢ a8 ufa 98 g aredides a7 # 3T @ & slreX
3R Qo &5 vy e g6 Prearer

| tell a patient with stage IV cancer that chemotherapy is unlikely to be curative but
might extend life by months and improve quality of life.

# TV F AT v Aol Y wcarar § B Py d @ Wor & qoia: S g A wsimaan w7
¢, freq I Sftaer 1 Fa At aF Fo1 Fahelt & 3R Sfiaet Y Joraar & FUR F THd T

The patient pulls up what ChatGPT said: “Chemotherapy can cause severe nausea, hair loss,
infections, and heart damage.

M ChatGPT GaRT FET 915 a1 fe@raT &: “HArIRT & TR AT, el STSAT, THAUT 2T g& T
&l &11cT 81 Hehcll ¢

Many people pursue alternative medicine instead.”

$HF TUTT W Heleh alldT dhfodeh T fehedl GeU Tl &1 HERT oid & 17

It has essentially validated scepticism about chemotherapy without context about whether, in
this specific situation, the risk-benefit ratio favours treatment.

S FHeTcl: HIATIRUT & Uid HE I LT Teled Y &1 8, a1 75 Feet few o 5o oy aRfeufa
A STEH-SAT8T 3T 3UTR & YaT 7 & A7 =TeT |
They think |- am pushing toxic drugs for profit while the LLM is being more honest.

ﬁm%%ﬁwwﬁ%ﬁvﬁﬁﬁmwaﬁméwimuMm
SHACR &1

Eighteen months later, he has stage Ill lung cancer that was likely stage | when he first
noticed it.

3TORE HEIeT J1G 3 TEA-11| BHS FHT HAT ITIT 31T, S FHAA: Tgell IR T F 3ol I Teol-| F
7|

Another patient with breast cancer asked an LLM about stopping hormone therapy after
three years.

T F8T @ NET Uap 3107 Wl F e a9 a1, grofer X 9 et & Fawa 7 LLM & g

The algorithm discussed “natural approaches” and how some women manage without
medication.

TINREH A “ATepfcieh 3UT" AT Ig =il 1 foh Fo ARGV 9T ear o i 39T Jeeret T iy
gl

These are stories of real patients harmed by a tool we have unleashed without fully
understanding how to control it.

ﬁmmmﬁmﬁﬁé@mﬁmq@mmmmé
e &t T o TS T e &9 8 392097 7 o gl
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e Patients are increasingly informed but often misinformed.
T gt T 79T 31Tereh STeTeh R T €, foherc] TeFER Tl STTeTehT & 8 amifart gt &1
e They have information without context.
3T T ST &, o] 3HeT HE3 T8 51
e They trust algorithms that sound intelligent but lack accountability.

d O Tealied R [aeare oie § St geftraamgol ool g €, fehed [SieTel Seikeridiea s 37s1a

gl

e They are sceptical of doctors who try to add nuance because the algorithm validated their
simpler interpretation.

3 39 Rifercae! & 9fq 28 T@a & o TAv i FeeTan3il s FHST &1 9I1H Hiq &, Fifen

TeINGH of 3eTeh! TLoT SUTEAT Y Ugol & T S8 GaT 8l &l
e They cannot examine a patient or order a biopsy or follow someone over time.

3 foralY el Y AR S AET X v, STATCHY T 32T T8l & Tohot IR & & TFT F Frer
Ty oty BT T T JereT 1eT9TeeT X Tohl 8 |

e And we need to rebuild something | see eroding: patients understanding
that a doctor who disagrees with them might not be defensive or greedy.

3R & 3T it T TATAATOT AT Gram T # efX-eR &fioT 81 §U @ e ¢

Al falls short
on extreme
weather
forecasting

Vasudevan Mukunth

intelligence (A has moved from

science fiction to the frontlines of
computer science, mathematics, and
engineering, among others. Its
consequences have been particularly
pronounced in the domain of weather
forecasting, where models from
companies like Google and Huawei have
proved faster and often more accurate
than the large supercomputers we have
relied on for decades.

However, a new study published in
Science Advances suggests that when it
comes to the most dangerous weather
events, Al still has a lot to learn.

In the study, researchers from
Germany and Switzerland compared
several leading Al weather models,
including GraphCast, Pangu-Weather, and
Fuxi, against the world’s gold standard for
traditional forecasting: the
high-resolution (HRES) model of the
European Centre for Medium-Range
Weather Forecasts.

l n the last two years, artificial

Al models are trained to look for

patterns based on historical
weather data so when weather
does something completely
unprecedented Al models have

no basis to anticipate it

They found that while the Al models
excelled at predicting ‘normal’ weather
and even moderate extremes, they
consistently failed to accurately predict
events that would shatter records.

Traditional models are based on
physics, and use complex mathematical
equations to describe how air and heat
move, how moisture turns into rain, and
so on. Because they rely literally on the
laws of nature, they can anticipate a
scenario even if it has never happened
before. However, Al models are
data-driven. They are trained to look for
patterns based on 40 years of historical
weather data (1979-2017), so when the
weather does something completely
unprecedented - like a record-setting
heatwave — the Al models have no basis
to anticipate it.

This is called an extrapolation
problem: that is, Al is great at
interpolating, or predicting things within
the range of what it has seen, but it
struggles to predict things far outside of
its training data.

The researchers also tested the models
on record-breaking heat, cold, and wind
events from 2018 and 2020 and found
that the Al models systematically
underestimated both the frequency and
the intensity of these events.

For example, during an extreme
heatwave, the Al models tended to
predict temperatures that were
significantly lower than what actually
occurred. Specifically, they responded as
if there was an invisible ‘cap’ on how high
the temperature could go. And the more a
record was broken by, the larger the Al
models’ error became.

If a study or a policy is based on Al
models that predict a severe heatwave but
the actual temperature is even higher, the
disaster response could be inadequate.
Early warning systems for heatwaves,
floods, and storms still require the highest
possible accuracy during extreme
weather to save lives.

“Given the remarkably fast evolution of
Al models in recent years, there are
promising ways to further improve these
models even for forecasting
record-breaking extremes,” the authors
wrote. “Nevertheless, the current
generation still underperforms HRES
exactly during the potentially most
impactful weather events, including
record-breaking heat and cold events.”.

AT AT Ig FAST o 398 AT I@eT arer
Ifehcte 3Maede ! foh T&TTcHS AT ollerdl
gl

16J6. Al falls short on extreme
weather forecasting

A FHAH Y sfasgaron Fa 7 g
et oft 3ndfde TR G E TET B

Artificial Intelligence and Extreme
Weather Forecasting

F e geftrwan sk = Ataw gEgae

e In the study, researchers from
Germany and Switzerland compared
several leading Al weather models, including
GraphCast, Pangu-Weather, and Fuxi,
against the world’s gold standard for
traditional forecasting: the high-resolution
(HRES) model of the European Centre for
Medium-Range Weather Forecasts.

3H eI H A=A 3R Ragoas &
QMeHAT3t o S saE Al Hiwe Alsal, fSere
GraphCast, Pangu-Weather 31X Fuxi enfaer
&, T T IR HwH TaTeTHe & AR

HTeTeh AT ST dTel European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts
& 3%9-RATeqeUT (HRES) Aiser &

e They found that while the Al models excelled at predicting ‘normal’
weather and even moderate extremes, they consistently failed to accurately
predict events that would shatter records.
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3ogiel gTaT foh STeT Al Alsel ‘AT Ala 3R T8t doh o ALTe TR T I geAT31 &
QATTAT ofeTlel 3 Scpse &, TEt & ReblS Algal aTell Tre=I3iT &l Téreh TalefHlel M= & SMAR
[ERER

e Traditional models are based on physics, and use complex mathematical equations to
describe how air and heat move, how moisture turns into rain, and so on.

AR FAise ifadhr 9 3menia gia § 3R Jg ot et & fore sifee aifordir gelieott @
39N A § o Ay 3R AT Y TR el &, 7o asT 7 & aRafeld gl &, 3fe|

e They are trained to look for patterns based on 40 years of historical weather data (1979-
2017), so when the weather does something completely unprecedented — like a record-
setting heatwave — the Al models have no basis to anticipate it.

3¢ 40 aut & faeTie At 3iTedst (1979-2017) & TR W Yfawat 6 ugdre et & faw
iR foram Sirar &, SafeT STa #lH IS qoia: HTAqd e Jefdid iar & — o Repls
digat arell §ledd — A Al AlSHT & 9T SHeAT JaTeTHIeT ST T IS TR 761 8IclT|

e This is called an extrapolation problem: that is, Al is great at interpolating, or predicting
things within the range of what it has seen, but it struggles to predict things far outside of its
training data.

Y TFHACTAAAA THATIT gl ST &; 3T Al ST FIA H 3T T&IH &, TTelT 3oT TCATHT
T GATeTHT STt H ST 3Heh T8 fohT 71T SRR o IR &, o] T 37T GfRIaToT Ser &t dvar

& g ST T T3 BT TaTef AT Ty H HISATE 3HeT3d HIAT &

e Early warning systems for heatwaves, floods, and storms still require the highest possible
accuracy during extreme weather to save lives.

gicad, 916 3R el & foIv IR Saraet Jonfert ST shae sure g TR HGH & akiT
378 ot walfesr Hora AT T 3RS Bl Bl

Answers to June 4 quiz:

e
1. The phenomenon where
light is magnified by gravity -
Ans: Gravitational lensing

2. Spacecraft designed to be
pushed forward by light - Ans:
Light-sail

3. Light that appears nears
surfaces, fades rapidly away
from it - Ans: Evanescent
waves

4. How light’s electric field
moves when it’s circularly
polarised - Ans: Rotates

5. Space acquired this property
due to ultra-strong magnetic
fields - Ans: Birefringent
Visual: Rayleigh scattering
First contact: Utsav Kaushal
Ranjan | Tamal Biswas | K.N.

Viswanathan | Shreya Kapoor |
Anmol Agrawal

16J6. QUIZ

1. The phenomenon where light is magnified by gravity
Answer: Gravitational Lensing

e Gravitational lensing is a phenomenon predicted by Albert
Einstein’s General Theory of Relativity.

e It occurs when the gravitational field of a massive object, such as a
galaxy or galaxy cluster, bends the path of light coming from a more distant
object.

e  This bending can magnify, distort, or even create multiple images of
the background source.

2. Spacecraft designed to be pushed forward by light
Answer: Light-Sail

e Alight-sail (or solar sail) is a spacecraft propulsion system that uses
the pressure exerted by light photons to generate motion. Unlike conventional

rockets, light-sails require no onboard fuel for propulsion.
e They use large, highly reflective sails that capture momentum from sunlight or powerful laser

beams.

3. Light that appears near surfaces and fades rapidly away from it
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Answer: Evanescent Waves

e Evanescent waves are electromagnetic waves that form near the boundary between two
different media when light undergoes total internal reflection.

e Unlike ordinary light waves, they do not travel far into the second medium. Instead, their
intensity decreases exponentially with distance from the surface.

4. How light’s electric field moves when it’s circularly polarised
Answer: Rotates

e Incircularly polarised light, the electric field vector continuously rotates as the light wave
propagates through space. Instead of oscillating in a single plane, as in linearly polarised
light, the electric field traces a circular path around the direction of travel.

5. Space acquired this property due to ultra-strong magnetic fields

Answer: Birefringent

e Under extremely intense magnetic fields, empty space can become birefringent, a
phenomenon known as vacuum birefringence.

e According to Quantum Electrodynamics (QED), powerful magnetic fields can alter the
behaviour of virtual particles in a vacuum, causing light with different polarisations to travel
differently.

e As aresult, space behaves similarly to a birefringent crystal, splitting light into components
with distinct properties.

e This effect is expected near highly magnetised neutron stars called magnetars, whose
magnetic fields are trillions of times stronger than Earth’s.

e Observational evidence for vacuum birefringence has provided important support for
fundamental predictions of modern quantum physics.
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Technology drives India-France strategic convergence

tis a measure of the importance that Prime

Minister Narendra Modi and French

President Emmanuel Macron attach to the
India-France relationship that they are meeting
again in France, on the sidelines of the G-7
Summit in Evian (June 15-17), barely months after
Mr. Macron’s visit to India for the India Al Impact
Summit 2026 in New Delhi in February. During
that visit, the two leaders jointly inaugurated the
India-France Year of Innovation 2026.

In normal diplomacy, such announcements
often take time to translate into action. It is
therefore notable that Mr. Modi and Mr. Macron
are already moving swiftly to advance bilateral
technology cooperation. They jointly inaugurated
the “Bharat Innovates” event in Nice (June 14-16),
bringing together leading Indian start-ups and
venture capital funds. Mr. Modi will then attend
the VivaTech Summit in Paris on June 18,
Europe’s largest technology and start-up event,
underscoring the growing India-France
technology partnership.

The new pillars of partnership

The India-French relationship is constantly
evolving and is consequently being updated by
the two leaders who are committed to the cause.

While the recently elevated Special Global
Strategic Partnership has always included
traditional areas such as defence, nuclear and
space, it is the focus on tech and innovation that
is now exciting for the relationship.

This focus will include cyberspace, Artificial
Intelligence (A}, health care, sustainable
development, creative economy, education and
research. These are new facets of the evolving
and dynamic relationship and will no doubt take

Mohan Kumar

Former Indian
Ambassador to
France and now
Dean/Professor at
0.P. Jindal Global
University

Technology and
innovation
power the next
phase of
India-France ties

ties to greater heights. Tech and innovation has
tremendous mutual advantages for both sides.
France has some of the best state-of-the-art
technology in aerospace, Al, robotics, biotech,
health care, green tech and sustainable
development, besides being a European hub for
the digital economy.

It is not hard to see how India can not only
benefit from access to technology in these areas
but also bring its own added value in terms of
frugal innovation, start-ups, digital public
infrastructure and biotech, just to name a few.
The possibilities are endless. It must be hoped
that the two tech summits — “Bharat
Innovates”and the “Vivatech” — will enable the
private sector on both sides to come up with
substantive collaborative arrangements.

Defence, space and Africa

The two leaders are also expected to take stock of
the special strategic partnership. There are a
number of dossiers which can benefit from their
political and strategic guidance. The first is
certainly the idea of the co-designing and
co-production of defence platforms which must
be expedited. Progress is also desirable in
emerging areas such as small modular reactors,
joint satellite development and human flight
programmes.

The potential for Franco-Indian cooperation in
Africa has not been fully exploited and this must
get the attention of both sides. This becomes even
more important in light of the postponement of
the India-Africa Forum Summit (May 2026) due to
the Ebola crisis in Africa. The two leaders will
doubitless exchange views on the ongoing
conflicts: in Ukraine and in Iran, which have

adversely and disproportionately affected
countries of the Global South.

Mr. Modi’s Europe visit (June 13-18, 2026) also
includes a state visit to Slovakia, the first-ever visit
by an Indian Prime Minister to Slovakia since its
independence in 1993.

Watching the ‘D10 debate’

France, as the current chair of the G-7, will host
the G-7 summit in Evian from June 15 to 17, 2026.
It is difficult to imagine a G-7 summit without
India being invited, and Mr. Modi’s participation
is particularly important given the geopolitical
turbulence of the present moment. United States
President Donald Trump is also expected to
attend it. While attention will naturally focus on
the possibility of a Modi-Trump meeting, any
interaction may not be a substantive one, given
the G-7 atmospherics.

More important is the evolving role of the G-7
itself in global geopolitics. With the G-20 having
lost some of its momentum in recent years,
discussions have resurfaced about expanding the
G-7 into a D10 — a grouping of 10 major
democracies. Whether, and how soon, such a
transformation materialises remains uncertain,
but it is a development India will need to watch
closely.

At the end of the day, two middle powers —
India and France — which set great store by
strategic autonomy, have a fundamental role to
play in contributing to geopolitical stability and
ensuring a smooth transition to a multipolar
world. In that sense, Mr. Modi and Mr. Macron
shoulder a significant responsibility.

The views expressed are personal

16J6. Technology drives India-France strategic convergence

WA sRa- B AARE FREIT F A T F I R

e |tis a measure of the importance that Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French President
Emmanuel Macron attach to the India-France relationship that they are meeting again in
France, on the sidelines of the G-7 Summit in Evian (June 15-17), barely months after Mr.
Macron’s visit to India for the India Al Impact Summit 2026 in New Delhi in February.

Ig S STl T TATUT § o T ke AT 3 I o Irsgafcl gAquer AhT AR wae
I P Agca 20 & 5 3 wad & ¢ et 7 3mafora efEam vané srdee wf@e 2026 F fov
A Hht BT HRT T & H© & Al d1e;, TAFT (15-17 SfeA) & 3manforet sit-7 Rraw aedters &
AT IR YT e H e @ E

During that visit, the two leaders jointly inaugurated the India-France Year of Innovation
2026.

39 T & R alefl A3 o HYF T & HRA-SHIY AR T8 2026 FT IHTCH fohar |

In normal diplomacy, such announcements often take time to translate into action.

AT FHealicl 7 T GUNHT T eFagTReh T ofel 7 YT FHI o1l g

It is therefore notable that Mr. Modi and Mr. Macron are already moving swiftly to advance
bilateral technology cooperation.

SHTAIT IE Ieal@si1y & o A A 3R 4 Fsei gfauai sigaifarr agaher &1 3me dgie & faw
agel &1 e AT & 1 W@ &

They jointly inaugurated the “Bharat Innovates” event in Nice (June 14-16), bringing
together leading Indian start-ups and venture capital funds.

3giel AT (14-16 SeT) A AT “HR FACH” HRAHH T Il T § 3gures fonar, fowsd
I & JAE FIE-HT AR 9o Hfied bs T gul

Mr. Modi will then attend the VivaTech Summit in Paris on June 18, Europe’s largest

technology and start-up event, underscoring the growing India-France technology
partnership.

38 dTe; AT HIET 18 ST 1 IR\ # AT faamres Ray Fedeer & #197 o6, S I &1 Jad

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 5



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

3T FIeAAHT IR FTE-31T AT & TAUT TGl §5 HRA-S HeAHY FBERY 1 I@ifhed
HIATE

The New Pillars of Partnership

et & v T

The India-French relationship is constantly evolving and is consequently being updated by
the two leaders who are committed to the cause.

HRA-5i8 HaY foa) faafad g @ € 3R 58 Fro1 580 3587 & ufa wfaeey et a1 ¢
AT 42T Ta6T JeTT FX B 8|

While the recently elevated Special Global Strategic Partnership has always included
traditional areas such as defence, nuclear and space, it is the focus on technology and
innovation that is now exciting for the relationship.

AT gTel €1 H Seaict b1 1S Farety ARaw ararRe AieRY # &7, WA Foit AR 3aRer s
ARAR &1 G&T AMAT ¢ &, Ty 319 Fle@AAY 3R AR oX hie giSeahion 50 efer it =15
FAT IeTeT X BT 8

This focus will include cyberspace, Artificial Intelligence (Al), health care, sustainable
development, creative economy, education and research.

38 WA H WEa) T4, FHAA Feftraar (Al), Fareey @1, gad Rew, WA
Irdegaey, et 3R IrqayTeT S &1 A gil|

These are new facets of the evolving and dynamic relationship and will no doubt take ties to
greater heights.

¥ gl e 3R arfaeher daet & v 3mare § 31k ewes it &eit & daul i a5 Sarsar
T o STeeT|

Technology and innovation has tremendous mutual advantages for both sides.
vlefre 3ik Farm gt gait & fow 3rcafie aREaRe @ vere ad

France has some of the best state-of-the-art technology in aerospace, Al, robotics, biotech,
health care, green tech and sustainable development, besides being a European hub for
the digital economy.

I & I TERRESE, Al, QeifeEd, sha-sieaifre, wareew dan, sRa vigaife sik waa

T & &1 & 3rcaTegfoteh eheiieh UGSt B, AT €1 g fSToieel rdeaer &l veh v U
g A gl

It is not hard to see how India can not only benefit from access to technology in these areas

but also bring its own added value in terms of frugal innovation, start-ups, digital public
infrastructure and biotech, just to name a few.

TE THSTAT 1o 61 & foh 8T 3T 811 T e ATHRAT T TgaT F eamiead gt & Frer-ary
faferse Aerer & ¢ THhar B

The possibilities are endless.

T IENAT 8|

It must be hoped that the two tech summits — “Bharat Innovates” and “VivaTech” — will

enable the private sector on both sides to come up with substantive collaborative
arrangements.

TE 3R T A =T 36 At e FRew Fosieet — “oma geitaew” 3R “Ras” —
Q¥ 2l 3 A &3t ot ardieh TaNTcHs saaeTt [ fad i & faw dicanfed i

Defence, Space and Africa

TaT, 3raeT 3 3rfeT
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e The two leaders are also expected to take stock of the Special Strategic Partnership.
ST Aan3T & fAY AR AR ST WaTTay T THENETT Sl hr ot 3TeT Y ST W
e There are a number of dossiers which can benefit from their political and strategic guidance.

VY 3 AT § [oIeg 3% Uolaiiaes 3R G ArRTeds & oreT o Thar g

e The first is certainly the idea of the co-designing and co-production of defence platforms
which must be expedited.

e T T T8 caehiAt F Tgad A ffweds 3R dgFd 3cutest 1 sraaron g, 5 o
I e T STeit AR T

e Progress is also desirable in emerging areas such as small modular reactors, joint satellite
development and human flight programmes.

g8 TR oY AlgeR Reaedl, TIFa 3946 RS a4 AT afer 33 Friwal o
3 &1AT 7 o wrerfey 3rafara g

e The potential for Franco-Indian cooperation in Africa has not been fully exploited and this
must get the attention of both sides.

3TSAYERT F S-S TGN T HHTIATIHT o 3787 cTeh qUT 3TANeT w761 g1 91T & 3N 39 favay 0¥
21T gait &) 9 &1 &7 Tifeu|

e This becomes even more important in light of the postponement of the India-Africa Forum
Summit (May 2026) due to the Ebola crisis in Africa.

3TRTRT H SETeT Whe & HRUT HRA-IHPIHT FRA RAWT FFATT (7S 2026) & TAPANT 81 &
aRgexr 7 Ig 31 o 31feres Fgcaqul Y ST B |

e The two leaders will doubtless exchange views on the ongoing conflicts: in Ukraine and in
Iran, which have adversely and disproportionately affected countries of the Global South.

gt e foreace ot 31X & 3 ST wat R faraR-faager e, e dRaw aftor
(Global South) & &2if 9% Gfciehel IR FAH T & 31fereh Fora IsT &

e Mr. Modi's Europe visit (June 13-18, 2026) also includes a state visit to Slovakia, the first-
ever visit by an Indian Prime Minister to Slovakia since its independence in 1993.

AT ANEY T I ATAT (13-18 ST, 2026) F FellarianAT hr Tsrehrar ATT 817 A &, ST 1993 &
3T TAAAT & 916, fohdl HRATT TEITTHAT I Tgell ATAT g1l |

Watching the ‘D10 Debate’
‘D10 58’ T g

e France, as the current chair of the G-7, will host the G-7 Summit in Evian from June 15to 17,
2026.

-7 & TAATT 37ETET & T H ¥ 15 F 17 ST, 2026 Teh Tfager 7 Sft-7 Rraw gwee &1
ASTSTaAT T |

e |tisdifficult to imagine a G-7 summit without India being invited, and Mr. Modi’s participation
is particularly important given the geopolitical turbulence of the present moment.

HI T AT & T3 forell SN-7 RIGR HFATT T edeT el Side ¢, 3N TG 8-
TSTeAfieh HTEUAT BT ST §U A A i A AT 7 & Agea ol ¢

e United States President Donald Trump is also expected to attend it.
VLFA UT HANHT F WSUT SNelTes T o o ST 197 oot hT FonreTr &

e While attention will naturally focus on the possibility of a Modi-Trump meeting, any
interaction may not be a substantive one, given the G-7 atmospherics.

ey Tamstiaeh T & RIQ-CFT ST I TFHGAT TR &A1 shicied 1o, fehoe] SN-7 o Foar
ITATaROT T S U AT oY STt & 3rcafere TR gt BT FaTTaT A &

e More important is the evolving role of the G-7 itself in global geopolitics.

sad # 31 Agcaqut AfRae Uity 7 T Sft-7 i agerct iR B
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e With the G-20 having lost some of its momentum in recent years, discussions have
resurfaced about expanding the G-7 into a D10 — a grouping of 10 major democracies.

gTeT o ast 3 Sft-20 T 11T F FA gl & HROT SM1-7 T FATATRA Fleh D10 — 37T 10 T
SArehditaeh il & T — & gRafcid atel Heell Tl o SHTH IHa S 8 |

¢ Whether, and how soon, such a transformation materialises remains uncertain, but it is a
development India will need to watch closely.

T aRadisT 8191 AT 78T, aUT Ife 819 at fohceit efrerar & gam, ug 3rehy ifARaa §; fohed I v

geAhH g ford I AR i ¥ehedT § sTo I@=T 8191

e At the end of the day, two middle powers — India and France — which set great store by
strategic autonomy, have a fundamental role to play in contributing to geopolitical stability

and ensuring a smooth transition to a multipolar world.

37ATeT: ar FeAH AfFaar — HRa AR HH — ' W TR # 3cafes A & e, o

TrsTeAlfcieh REURET & ANTele &et T agy i faea i 3R Gare Tshavr FiaRead i 7

HgcaquT ffAeT fovemmch 8
e In that sense, Mr. Modi and Mr. Macron shoulder a significant responsibility.

SH gfS & A AT 3R A Ashi Teh AgeaquT Il Acd T8l L o

Novartis launches therapy
to treat prostate cancer

T!e Hm!u Bureau

MUMBAI

For better cancer care in
India, Novartis India has
announced the launch of
Pluvicto (lutetium (177Lu)
vipivotide tetraxetan), the
country’s first regulatory
authority approved radioli-
gand therapy for eligible
patients with Prostate-
Specific Membrane Anti-
gen (PSMA)-positive pros-
tate cancer.

Designed to precisely
target prostate cancer cells
while minimising exposure
to healthy tissues, Pluvicto
introduces a new treat-
ment approach for metas-
tatic prostate cancer, the
company said.

Judith Love, Region
Head Asia Pacific Middle
East Africa, Novartis, said,

CaNT Fgd Eafants Xyt g

Pluvicto is designed
to precisely target
prostate cancer cells,
minimising exposure
to healthy tissues

“India is a priority market
for Novartis, with growing
momentum in precision
oncology and advanced
cancer care. The introduc-
tion of Pluvicto marks a
meaningful step forward -
bringing globally approved
innovation closer to pa-
tients who need more tar-
geted treatment options.”
“What makes this
launch especially impact
ful is not just the science,
but the opportunity to ex-
pand access through In-
dia’s growing nuclear med-
icine infrastructure. We

remain committed to ena-
bling access to next-gener-
ation treatments, and I'm
excited about the diffe-
rence Pluvicto can make
for patients in India,” he
added.

Amitabh Dube, Country
President and Managing
Director, Novartis India,
said, “In India, a large pro-
portion of prostate cancer
patients continue to be
diagnosed only after the
disease has progressed to a
metastatic stage, limiting
treatment options and im-
pacting quality of life.”

“With the launch of
Pluvicto, we are bringing a
globally recognized radioli-
gand therapy platform to
India at a time when the
need for precision oncolo-
gy solutions is increasing
rapidly,” he said.

16J6. Novartis launches
therapy to treat prostate
cancer

AT A N FAT F 3R
& faT a7 A afew

e For better cancer care in
India, Novartis India has announced
the launch of Pluvicto (lutetium
(177Lu) vipivotide tetraxetan), the
country’s first regulatory authority
approved radioligand therapy for
eligible patients with Prostate-
Specific Membrane Antigen
(PSMA)-positive prostate cancer.

HRA H 9 FET @HT & T
Aarfew sf3ar A Pluvicto (lutetium
(177Lu) vipivotide tetraxetan) @
Al T VoI &7 &, S Heee-
TARATFR AFIT TSI (PSMA)-
qifeifed Wieee ha & arT (At &
fore ger r ugelr feamas arfeenor

e Designed to precisely target prostate cancer cells while minimising exposure to healthy
tissues, Pluvicto introduces a new treatment approach for metastatic prostate cancer, the
company said.

=T Y gl o Pluvicto T T Sl T THIT Y ~JATH TG §U NEEE HH HIRIAISHT A1

TS T T T8 Fo71) F foT 3arseT fhar arar & 3R I8 Aereefes e dwm & Rv w75

3TAR eufd FEId AT &
e Judith Love, Region Head Asia Pacific Middle East Africa, Novartis, said, “India is a

priority market for Novartis, with growing momentum in precision oncology and advanced
cancer care.”
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SIf3yr @@, fsrer 83 o AR, wea 9 ik anhe, Aaféw, & wer, “Aafew & foe ara
Teh YT TASdT aTell STTR &, STeT [OHYsteT 3ifeahiare 31X 3eeid 8T @A & dolt & warfa ar
@rer

“The introduction of Pluvicto marks a meaningful step forward — bringing globally approved
innovation closer to patients who need more targeted treatment options.”

“Pluvicto T BT Teh HEcaqoT JaTfeY hT Felieh &, it AfRaeh ) R Tllpel AaTeR ol 3o
QAT & 3R e a1t § TSieg 311 dferd 3TaR Aheat 6 3maIHhar gl

“What makes this launch especially impactful is not just the science, but the opportunity to
expand access through India’s growing nuclear medicine infrastructure.”

‘5T ol T fIAT FT & FHITATH TeATol dTell ST Sha ol SHFT A AT 18] &, ST IR & Tod
et AT FpTEgFER & ATCAH | FHRT T AT FATAR et T 30T 3 &1

“We remain committed to enabling access to next-generation treatments, and I'm excited
about the difference Pluvicto can make for patients in India,” he added.

ST T AHT 3R § foh Pluvicto $TRd & 31 & T fohdiaT SISt Seeld & FheT 17

Amitabh Dube, Country President and Managing Director, Novartis India, said, “In India,
a large proportion of prostate cancer patients continue to be diagnosed only after the
disease has progressed to a metastatic stage, limiting treatment options and impacting
quality of life.”

aﬁmgﬁaﬁamwmﬁ?&m Aarfew 33T, & Fgr, “9Rg H IFee FuT & AT
T e F3T REHT o fereT v ST § S A e s wwor o uga g e 8, e
3R faehed WA gl ST & 3R Siiaet 1 qrorar wsriad g 817

“With the launch of Pluvicto, we are bringing a globally recognized radioligand therapy
platform to India at a time when the need for precision oncology solutions is increasing
rapidly,” he said.

3ogiel g, “Pluvicto & dled & 1Y §H R H Teh d12aeh TdA¥ W AT red IzAfenls

N eI o7 ] &, 00 THT H 9 RHisteT siteahIdiet GATET HI 37a2Tehar doit ¥ §¢ BT
g

GS Paper Il1: Environment 16 June 2026

TOPICS COVERED

16J6 | Centre issues alert on potential drone attacks on vital installations

&g o Agcaqot yfasaral a3 Fefad g gaell FT AFT AdTasd S Hr
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Heatwaves, ozone raise
cardiac death risk: study

Peer-reviewed study reports that surface ozone reaches 85-110 micrograms per cubic metre in

northern India during heatwaves; exceeds the WHO guideline of 70 micrograms per cubic metre

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

hile  surface
WOzone — a pol-
lutant harmful

to the heart and lungs - al-
ready exceeds safe limits
across much of India in the
hot pre-monsoon months,
a new study finds that
heatwaves push it to still
higher levels, thus adding
several hundred deaths to
a far larger toll that the stu-
dy links to ozone across
the season.

The peer-reviewed stu-
dy, published in the Nature
Portfolio journal npj Clean
Air on June 12, reports that
surface ozone reaches 85-
110 micrograms per cubic
metre in northern India
during heatwaves and ex-
ceeds the World Health Or-
ganization guideline of 70
micrograms per cubic
metre in every region of
the country. The levels fall
back within three to four
days of a heatwave ending.

Because ozone level
stays high for much of the
season, the study attri-
butes a large number of
deaths to it even outside

Surface ozone is not released directly but forms when sunlight
drives a reaction among other pollutants. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

heatwaves. During the
heatwave days of 2024, it
links about 26,500 deaths
from ischaemic heart dis-
ease and chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease
(COPD) to ozone exposure.

However, such health
conditions are present be-
fore as well as after the
heat too. The heatwave’s
contribution to the toll is
the rise in it over the pre-
ceding days: about 490 ad-
ditional heart-disease
deaths and 342 from
COPD, or roughly 830 in
all.

'The overall numbers are
so large mainly because of
how they are calculated.

They are not directly
counted. The study applies
a small increase in an indi-
vidual’s risk of dying from
these two common diseas-
es to India’s population of
more than a billion; even a
slight per-person risk,
spread across so many pe-
ople and two of the coun-
try’s leading causes of
death, adds up to tens of
thousands.

The authors note that
the mortality figures had to
be modelled, as continu-
ous ground-level ozone
measurements were not
available for the specific
heatwave days in many af-
fected cities. Therefore,

the estimates rely on the
assumed relationship bet-
ween ozone exposure and
disease rather than direct
observation.

Surface ozone is not re-
leased directly but forms
when sunlight drives a
reaction among other pol-
lutants, a process that
speeds up in heat. “Ozone
is very harmful, while NO:
(nitrogen dioxide) and
HCHO (formaldehyde) di-
rectly damage the respira-
tory system,” the authors
write, referring to two of
the gases involved in form-
ing ozone.

The authors describe
the work as the first com-
prehensive, long-term, and
country-wide assessment
of surface ozone during
heatwaves in India, noting
that previous studies were
largely limited to indivi-
dual cities or regions. They
counted 188 heatwave
events over the two de-
cades with most severe
years — 2010, 2016, 2019,
and 2024 - following
strong El Nifio episodes.
The Western Himalayas re-
corded the steepest long-
term rise in ozone level.

16J6. Heatwaves, ozone raise cardiac death risk: study

FeqTeT: F AR AT o7 Tl Feg F N@A R q@ra 8

e While surface ozone — a pollutant harmful to the heart and lungs — already exceeds safe
limits across much of India in the hot pre-monsoon months, a new study finds that heatwaves
push it to still higher levels, thus adding several hundred deaths to a far larger toll that the
study links to ozone across the season.

STefeh Fag AT (Surface Ozone) — g&d 3 st & TAIT gifetehReh Teh Yeueh — R &
SrferehTer et 3 -ATT T 9767 e o ERTeT Tl &1 FRI&TT AT & IR @1 &, Teh aI¢
e F T AT o deda sweht ATt 3 31f8e a1 &t 3, fowd Q@ Ataw & 3 @
T 92 FHog T A w5 At IfaRerd Ald 3 Sl €]

e The peer-reviewed study, published in the Nature Portfolio journal npj Clean Air on June
12, reports that surface ozone reaches 85-110 micrograms per cubic metre in northern

India during heatwaves and exceeds the World Health Organization (WHO) guideline of 70
micrograms per cubic metre in every region of the country.

12 S T A=) QIEHIfraY & af3ehl npj Clean Air H FerliId Heehal-HAITETT 3TEATT &
3R, E1edd o SR ST IRl 7 TAg! 3HTilet T T 85-110 ATGHIITH Ffel Tt HYeI eh
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g ST & AT =1 & TAeh &1 3 fava Fareed w9rs«T (WHO) gaRT feRe 70 Amgshramar ufa
oo HeT 1 DA Y IR T AT

The levels fall back within three to four days of a heatwave ending.

AITdT FATH B & ol & TR Forett & N 8T T G o @ AT B

Because ozone level stays high for much of the season, the study attributes a large number
of deaths to it even outside heatwaves.

Hfeh X HIGH F 3G T E 3T 01 Wl &, SHIOT HEATT gledd i Iarer & s o 51
e & Aldl 1 5@d Agar gl

During the heatwave days of 2024, it links about 26,500 deaths from ischaemic heart
disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) to ozone exposure.

¥ 2024 Y ficdq 3af F SR 3reTTA A ERIAF geF Wr 31K Fifew sifeueFea TRl
fsiisr (COPD) & & w1797 26,500 kel bl 3iTileT o &uh A ST ¥

However, such health conditions are present before as well as after the heat too.

gleilieh, I Fareey [EATCAT shael glecdd & GRIe &1 o181 diceh 38 Tgel iR a1e ¥ 8 Hisig @t
gl

The heatwave’s contribution to the toll is the rise in it over the preceding days: about 490
additional heart-disease deaths and 342 from COPD, or roughly 830 in all.

Y HEAT H gieda &1 3ifaead dereme qaadt [t I goretr 3 3T &) 7 gefa & HROTE,
Torey wramstar 490 rfaRerer gear AeT F{eF TUT 342 COPD F, 7T Foof AR SIITST 830
sifafed Al g%

The overall numbers are so large mainly because of how they are calculated.

Fol HEAT 31T I8 HEI: AT fe@rs St & Fifeh gqehy arore &y veufa vl 81

They are not directly counted.

SoThT TcT&T ITUTAT Al T ST |

The study applies a small increase in an individual’s risk of dying from these two common
diseases to India’s population of more than a billion; even a slight per-person risk, spread
across so many people and two of the country’s leading causes of death, adds up to tens of
thousands.

YA 37 &1 HAY AR § Feg & AN WA H g5 DI & T 7R T Teh 3RS
A 31T AN I WA AT &; Fied safered SN 7 Agelr gafer off soeh 731 3mardy 3R 7eg &
THT FHRUIT R 1] 81T & goIRT AT T AT ScTerad A &

The authors note that the mortality figures had to be modelled, as continuous ground-level
0ozone measurements were not available for the specific heatwave days in many affected
cities.

AGH! A Seold fohT § Toh g Feltlh JHTenst T AlSeT IR AT TINAT TST Fifeh 3aieh
wenTfard Qre’t A fafrse €edq feat & fov Had STl 3iieTt AT 3Telsts w1gT J|

Therefore, the estimates rely on the assumed relationship between ozone exposure and
disease rather than direct observation.

37cl: A AT FehaT idcilehel oh STy JHSileT Hoeh 3R 9T & el Al T Heer I ITRA 81

Surface ozone is not released directly but forms when sunlight drives a reaction among other
pollutants, a process that speeds up in heat.

HAET 3NeleT A Scafoia w161 gYeh, afesh FF & ehrer GanT 31 Jeueh & & glet arell
Tarfasd gfafehar & aeidt g, 3R I8 Ifshar 318 draAT & a7 & Sirdt g

“Ozone is very harmful, while NO, (Nitrogen Dioxide) and HCHO (Formaldehyde) directly
damage the respiratory system,” the authors write, referring to two of the gases involved in
forming ozone.

@i o for@r § o “ANeT 37cdd gifeiepRas &, STafeh NO, (ATgeIsteT S183iearss) 31 HCHO
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(prsfesgEs) oY {THA 7 T &1 Tgard 8§, 3R I T I 3T eATor i uishar & enfAe
g &1
e The authors describe the work as the first comprehensive, long-term, and country-wide

assessment of surface ozone during heatwaves in India, noting that previous studies were
largely limited to individual cities or regions.

AGHI T 3T MY I YT F §lcdd & SRTT TdeT ISi FT Tgall T, Sreidhlferd 3R Sereamd
3TTehole ST &, F3ifeh qadc AT HEI: F© A I7 &¥=t cdsh MAT |

e They counted 188 heatwave events over the two decades with most severe years — 2010,
2016, 2019, and 2024 — following strong El Nifio episodes.
3ogiel &1 G2rehl 3 188 §Iedd TEAT3T <Al IT0TAT T, fS=T37 2010, 2016, 2019 3X 2024 T 7HR

Y Iz, 3R I Taft yser v AT gt & §1¢ 37|
e The Western Himalayas recorded the steepest long-term rise in ozone level.

afters farera &1 7 30 TR A Srefanfos &9 ¥ gad i gefer gar iy 73|
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Centre issues alert on potential drone attacks on vital installations

Fg F Agcaqot yfasaral 93 WA gt gl HT AFT AdTaH FHY Hr
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Drone revolution and modern warfare

e wifar 3 smyfas geewar

Centre issues alert on potential
drone attacks on vital installations

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

The Union government has
warned of possible rogue
drone attacks targeting vi-
tal installations along the
borders, prompting securi-
ty agencies to work on de-
ploying  counter-drone
technology systems to safe-
guard critical assets across
the country.

According to official
sources, the Marine Securi-
ty Wing of the Ministry of
Ports, Shipping and Water-
ways issued the alert on
the emerging drone threat
at Vital Assets and Vital In-
stallations (VAVIs) located
around the land and sea
borders. It was stated that
the current geo-political
situation across the world

oty

had demonstrated that
hostile drones could dis-
rupt operations of critical
VAVIs.

“There is an urgent
need to take concrete steps
to safeguard our assets, es-
pecially those located near
the borders from rogue
drones by installing Anti-
Drone Systems,” the com-

V.0. Chidambaranar Port was the first port to implement advanced
anti-drone systems to protect infrastructure. FILE PHOTO

munication said. In view of
the emerging threat, the
Ministry of Home Affairs
had constituted the Anti
Rogue Drone Technology
Committee in the Border
Security Force for evalua-
tion and certification of
new technology systems
for the evaluation and cer-
tification of counter-rogue

drone technology systems
for deployment in India.
The force is in the process
of installing anti-drone sys-
tems in Punjab along the
Pakistan border for which
trials had already started,
the sources said.

In February, 2026, the
V.0. Chidambaranar Port
Authority in Thoothukudi,
Tamil Nadu, had become
the first port in the country
to initiate the implementa-
tion of advanced Anti-
Drone System as part of
measures to protect the
critical port infrastructure.
The port signed an agree-
ment with the Central Elec-
tronics Limited, Depart-
ment of Scientific and
Industrial Research, Minis-
try of Science and
Technology.

16J6. Centre issues alert
on potential drone
attacks on vital
installations

&g o Ageaqur gfasart
R G S g el Y
ART AATgAT S Y

e The Union
government has warned of
possible rogue drone attacks
targeting vital installations along
the borders, prompting security
agencies to work on deploying
counter-drone technology
systems to safeguard critical
assets across the country.

&g THR A WArac &=t 7 By Jgeayol gfasersi w @nfad gve g1 (Rogue Drone) g#at
Y AcTTaeT & &, TSk aTe; AT ToiadT Sesr h Hgeaqut aREu It & et & fov F15ex-
B Sl yonfaat Hr dareh ) e W

According to official sources, the Marine Security Wing of the Ministry of Ports, Shipping

and Waterways issued the alert on the emerging drone threat at Vital Assets and Vital
Installations (VAVIs) located around the land and sea borders.

3R T & AR, Teiet, Ui IRTeT 3R STAATT FATTT & FHAY GI&T JhIvs o 81f& va
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TG W13t o foiehe FeUd Ageaqer TRwufoal v Ageaqor yfasswet (VAVIs) TR 38Rd g
YR I ookl g AclTdetl STRY T 8

It was stated that the current geo-political situation across the world had demonstrated that
hostile drones could disrupt operations of critical VAVIs.

Ig el T foh Il diRaeh STt o aRRPufat ¥ T geidia e fear & o ergargol g
Fecaqut VAVI 9REqfial 3 9fssrat & Harelel s STfid X Heahdl o

“There is an urgent need to take concrete steps to safeguard our assets, especially those
located near the borders from rogue drones by installing Anti-Drone Systems,” the
communication said.

TR # gl 3141, “Tay & F WAt & e [Fud ARy sRaufat I gve g & FRiavd =
& foT v-gi gyonfeat T TUT9=T Tfgd 31 e 3aT Sl deapll ITaLTHhATgl”

In view of the emerging threat, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) had constituted the Anti
Rogue Drone Technology Committee in the Border Security Force (BSF) for evaluation
and certification of new technology systems for the deployment of counter-rogue drone
technology systems in India.

I TR 1 AW §V I[E HAT (MHA) F AT GR&T o1ef (BSF) H T AT AT SFAATSAT
WA a7 7o e &, ToreT Sededl o1Re # efTel) & 78 Hr5ex-A9T 2t ey somfarait
T FHodiehel Ud THTONEHRIOT LT g

The force is in the process of installing anti-drone systems in Punjab along the Pakistan
border for which trials had already started, the sources said.

AT o ITER, ST TIfhEcreT HIAT o2l GSTTa 875 3 UEN-Bhed JUTerdl T TUTIaAT T Ffshar 7 €,
TS fore adetor gger & A fohe 517 I &l

In February 2026, the V.O. Chidambaranar Port Authority in Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu,
had become the first port in the country to initiate the implementation of an advanced Anti-
Drone System as part of measures to protect critical port infrastructure.

ALY 2026 H AR F TR (Thoothukudi) R 913, REaRaR W& wftraor 2o &
gl SEIITTE FaT, Foidel HgeaqUl Se91TE JaweT h GRaT & foIT Seeic Ter-giet Forelt Sy
FIT T Ig ol Hr

The port signed an agreement with Central Electronics Limited (CEL), under the
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research (DSIR), Ministry of Science and
Technology.

3 SETg of T va wiefrh warer & srefier drenforar va siten v srerwemer frsmar
(DSIR) FI 5FTS ol FAFCIaFH fafAes (CEL) F TIY Uh FHSIT W gTAER |
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Drone revolution and modern warfare

The wars in Ukraine, Lebanon and West Asia have shown how drones have become central to modern warfare; as cheap, mass-produced unmanned systems

proliferate, military power is increasingly shaped by industrial scale, technological adaptation and the ability to build, deploy and counter drones

EXPLAINER

Rahul Bedi

or decades, military power has

‘been defined by the scale and

sophistication of conventional

arsenals — combat aircraft,
tanks, artillery, warships, air-defence
systems, precision-guided missiles, and
other high-end assets.

End of superiority

In this environment, battlefield
superiority belonged to armies with
technologically advanced platforms and
equipment, sophisticated intelligence
networks, and large budgets. Smaller
militaries and non-state actors, by
contrast, were largely confined to
asymmetric tactics that relied on guerrilla
warfare, ambushes, and other
unconventional methods to offset their
opponents’ superior firepower and
operational dominance.

But the ongoing wars in Ukraine and
Lebanon, together with the wider
U.S.-Israel-Iran theatre of conflict, have
irrevocably shattered this paradigm,
demonstrating that commercially derived
drones — mass-produced at scale, rapidly
reconfigured for multiple operational
roles, and widely deployed — have
become a defining feature of
contemporary warfare. Performing
functions ranging from intelligence,
surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR)
and target acquisition to precision strikes,
artillery spotting, electronic warfare, and
logistics support, they have evolved from
auxiliary assets into central instruments
of military operations.

In doing so, they have transformed the
2lst-century battlespace into an
environment of persistent visibility and
rapid engagement, where front lines
remain continuously exposed, and rear
areas can no longer be assumed secure,
as multiple types of Unmanned Aerial
Systems (UAS) can locate, track, and
strike targets with unprecedented speed
and precision.

Across these concurrent theatres of
conflict, the widespread — and in some
cases decisive — employment of drones
has challenged established assumptions
about how military power is generated
and applied, reshaping doctrine, force
structures, and future warfighting
concepts. The consequence has been the
emergence of a continuous and
interconnected battlespace in which no
position is truly beyond reach, and no
movement can safely assume it will
remain concealed for long, as detection is
increasingly followed by rapid
engagement and destruction.

Ukraine drone war
Nowhere has this transformation been
more visible than in Ukraine, where
Russia’s ‘Special Military Operation’
launched in February 2022, as a
conventional war involving combat
aircraft, tanks and artillery, evolved
within two years into the world’s first
industrial-scale, drone-intensive conflict.

From the earliest stages of the Russian
invasion, Ukraine rapidly adapted
commercially available drones -
originally designed for civilian purposes
such as aerial photography, mapping, and
basic surveillance — alongside a limited
number of pre-existing military
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) assets
into improvised reconnaissance and
strike systems.

What had initially functioned as a
support tool for intelligence gathering and

From the earliest stages of Russian invasion, Ukraine adapted commercially available drones. FILE PHOTO

guiding artillery fire quickly evolved into a
decisive combat capability, as small
quadcopters and First-Person View (FPV)
drones were progressively weaponised
and deployed as low-cost,
precision-guided munitions. This shift
marked a fundamental transformation in
how unmanned systems were used on the
battlefield: from passive
information-gathering platforms to active
instruments of destruction. By around
2024, drones had become fully integrated
into almost every layer of Ukrainian
combat, ranging from tactical battlefield
surveillance to frontline targeting and
deep-strike missions against logistics
‘hubs, supply routes, and rear-area
infrastructure.

The operational template that emerged
from this experience in Ukraine was
subsequently replicated, albeit to varying
degrees and in different forms, across the
continuing West Asian conflicts,
underscoring the growing centrality of
drones to contemporary warfare.

FPV revolution

At the heart of Ukraine’s drone revolution
is the FPV system — an inexpensive,
commercially available platform originally
designed for recreational racing and
aerial photography. Controlled through a
live video feed transmitted from an

These systems operate within a
broader Ukrainian deep-strike drone
architecture that includes loitering
munitions such as RAM 11 and UJ-31
Zozulya. The latter functions as an aerially
deployed “parasite drone,” carried by the
Ukrainian-designed multi-purpose UJ-22
Airborne long-range UAV’s, enabling
penetration of contested airspace under
intensive electronic warfare conditions
and extending operational reach. RAM II,
by contrast, is a short-range precision
loitering munition employed in
coordination with reconnaissance drones
like the locally developed Shark and PD-2,
with improved variants offering greater
range and endurance to expand their
engagement envelope against air defence
systems and rear-area targets.

Also included within Ukraine’s
expanding drone inventory are bomber
drones — largely adapted from
commercial DJI Mavic 3 and DJI Matrice
300 RTK quadcopter platforms originally
designed for aerial photography,
surveying and industrial applications —
which carry and release grenades,
anti-tank mines and improvised
munitions. Unlike kamikaze systems, they
survive missions and can conduct
multiple sorties, making them particularly
effective against trenches, bunkers and
ur_her stauc pOSlth]'lS

onboard camera to virtual-reality-style

goggles worn by their operators, FPV

systems offer exceptional precision,
ility, and responsi

These were then rapidly transformed
into a broad spectrum of combat systems,
including FPV strike drones, bombers,
interceptors, and long-range attack
variants. Among the most prominent are
heavy-lift hexacopter Vampire drones —
nicknamed “Baba Yaga” by Russian forces
after the fearsome figure from Slavic
folklore — alongside a vast number of
improvised modular platforms,
assembled in multiple workshops across
Ukraine.

The most common are FPV kamikaze
or strike drones, inexpensive quadcopters
carrying explosive payloads such as
modified rocket-propelled grenade
warheads or purpose-built munitions,
flown directly into targets as disposable
precision-guided missiles. Their
extremely low cost has radically reshaped
battlefield economics which enable
systems worth only a few hundred dollars
to destroy armoured vehicles and
equipment valued in the millions.

e wifer 3R smyfas geesar

de these, Ukraine fields
FPV-based strike systems like Pegasus
and long-range, one-way attack drones
designed to strike deep inside Russian
territory against logistics hubs, airbases
and critical infrastructure, far beyond the
frontline. In practice, however, the
distinction between FPV strike drones
and loitering munitions has become
increasingly blurred, with many
FPV-based thermal and
night-vision-equipped variants for
round-the-clock operations.

But, Ukraine’s most significant
innovation has been the emergence of
fibre-optic FPV drones, an electronic
warfare (EW)-resistant class of systems.
Unlike conventional drones, which rely
on radio-frequency links vulnerable to
jamming, these platforms transmit
commands and video through ultra-thin
fibre-optic cables that spool out during
flight, rendering electronic interference
largely ineffective. In heavily contested
electromagnetic environments, this
capability restores a significant
operational advantage to drone operators
by enabling missions to be conducted

16J6. Drone revolution and modern warfare

largely free from electronic disruption.

Regional drone networks

Meanwhile, unlike Ukraine, Hezbollah’s
offensive UAS capability is primarily built
around Iranian-supplied platforms with
limited local modification, relying heavily
on systems like Ababil, Mohajer, and
Shahed series. These platforms provide a
layered operational architecture spanning
ISR and strike functions. Within this
framework, the Mohajer-4 and
Shahed-129 provide tiered-ISR coverage
across medium- to long-ranges, while the
Shahed-136 loitering munition fulfils a
‘dedicated’ one-way strike role across a
wider regional theatre.

More recently, Hezbollah has also
adopted jamming-resistant fibre-optic
FPV drones, enabling operations in
heavily contested electromagnetic
environments and enhancing close-range
reconnaissance and precision strike
effectiveness despite extensive Israeli EW
measures.

In response, the Israel Defen::e Forces
(IDF) in Lebanon have devel da

THE GIST

v

Ukraine has pioneered
industrial-scale drone warfare,
integrating FPV drones,
loitering munitions, bomber
drones and fibre-optic systems
across reconnaissance,
targeting and deep-strike
missions.

v

Low-cost FPV strike drones
have transformed battlefield
economics, enabling systems
worth a few hundred dollars to
destroy armoured vehicles and
equipment valued in the
millions.

v

The widespread adoption of
drones has challenged
traditional assumptions about
military power, creating a

layered counter-drone architecture,
integrating EW systems, specialised radar
arrays, and experimental platforms like
the Al-enabled Iron Drone Raider,
designed to neutralise low-altitude UAVs
through kinetic, non-explosive
interception methods such as net capture
— by which a physical net is deployed to
entangle and disable an incoming drone
mid-air - or direct collision, rather than
costly missile engagements. Alongside
this, the IDF operates a multi-tiered UAV
force structure combining
long-endurance Heron systems for
persistent ISR with armed drones and
loitering munitions integrated into
reconnaissance-strike complexes for
rapid engagement.

Iran, for its part, constitutes a third and
structurally distinct model of drone
warfare.

Rather than employing drones solely as
tactical assets, the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) integrates them into a
broader strategy of deterrence, coercion,
and power projection against the
U.S.-Israel combine and their regional
partners across West Asia.

Through indigenous systems such as
Shahed drone variants, alongside
platforms supplied to proxy forces across
Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, and Yemen, the
IRGC has demonstrated an ability to
threaten military bases, critical
infrastructure, and naval assets across
West Asia at relatively low cost.

Economy shift

Thus, across ongoing wars and conflicts,
the drone revolution is defined as much
by economics as technology. Cheap,
mass-produced unmanned systems are
swiftly and irreversibly replacing reliance
on expensive platforms, complex
logistics, and specialised military
structures, shifting the advantage toward
the scale, speed, and production capacity
of UAS ecosystems.

‘Warfare, therefore, is increasingly
becoming a test of industrial endurance
and relentless technological adaptation,
where success depends on the ability to
build, deploy, and counter fast-evolving,
continuously reconfigured drone systems.
And, in this rapidly evolving battlespace,
drones are no longer just weapons, but
the very infrastructure of modern-day
war — shaping how conflicts are
surveilled, fought, sustained, and
ultimately decided.

(Rahul Bedi is a journalist based in New
Delhi and Chandigarh specialising in
military, defence and security matters)

detection is increasingly
followed by rapid engagement
and destruction.

e The wars in Ukraine, Lebanon and West Asia have shown how drones have become
central to modern warfare.

o, Aaater 3R af¥esr vl & Jeut o Ig Feiid o & i 2 foha g sy fae geerehan
FFg Hmaw g
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e As cheap, mass-produced unmanned systems proliferate, military power is increasingly
shaped by industrial scale, technological adaptation and the ability to build, deploy and
counter drones.

S-S T 3R T3 YA W T Ava e sonfaat w1 R 9g T E, 357 afid a1 e
siferenTitren JiteNr &TaaT, el TR T S & fAAoT, AarcY 3R T HHTET Fla
# arrar & R e wr g

End of Superiority
ASSAT & TRINF TFAATT F7 30T

e For decades, military power has been defined by the scale and sophistication of
conventional arsenals — combat aircraft, tanks, artillery, warships, air-defence systems,
precision-guided missiles, and other high-end assets.

ST e de AfFa T IRARF 5 RAART 1 AET 3R dahstieh! IRsgHadr & 3R X TR
foa STt W61 & — S oIsie faaet, &, A, Jeerdla, arg-2atr gonfort, wén-RdRid
RS 3R 377 3eaad T TaTH=|

e In this environment, battlefield superiority belonged to armies with technologically advanced
platforms and equipment, sophisticated intelligence networks, and large budgets.

$H ATTaROT H JeHatT H ASSAT 3o HA1311 T ATeet Bl A fSieteh I ciehaiiehl & & Seolcl
TR, 3T 3UshoT, TRsehd Githar o 3R faemre geie gid A

e Smaller militaries and non-state actors, by contrast, were largely confined to asymmetric
tactics that relied on guerrilla warfare, ambushes, and other unconventional methods to offset
their opponents’ superior firepower and operational dominance.

38 faudid, S FTU 3R IR Tcd HET: FTATHT IUTATIT oo FAT et &, [Seret
TReoll &, T eI §HeN 3R 3 ITIRURIT alieh AT &, ATfh & 3791 FaRHerat &

37 AR &THAT 3R TaTaATcHS mwﬁgﬂﬂaﬁﬂﬁ?l

e But the ongoing wars in Ukraine and Lebanon, together with the wider U.S.—Israel-Iran
theatre of conflict, have irrevocably shattered this paradigm, demonstrating that commercially
derived drones have become a defining feature of contemporary warfare.

oo et 3R Agarer ¥ S geet & - Ay ST AR -SIRIsA—§Ue FOY A 54
TN o TR & & s fear ¢ 31k I8 welRid fFar § i caraaRs &0 8 fasfaa o
3MTYTeTeh Jetr shT Ueh JaQ TRl o geoh ¢ |

e Mass-produced at scale, rapidly reconfigured for multiple operational roles, and widely
deployed, they have become a defining feature of contemporary warfare.

3 Y W ATH, afdeet aRmerer sif@ehait & forw <ferdm & srejepferd 3R samaeh &9 & ofrd
fohT SiIeY aTer 3 gleT FeehTelleT Yeo T JHY ded &1 7T &

e Performing functions ranging from intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR)
and target acquisition to precision strikes, artillery spotting, electronic warfare, and logistics
support, they have evolved from auxiliary assets into central instruments of military
operations.

gitrar s, et 3 2 (ISR), e ggee, HEF g, AawET e, Solaelfaih
IeY AT THE, TETIAT ST $HPIC A §T I HeTareh Aehlt & I TA gl Hodr 31Tt &
HERT 3THIOT T 9T &

¢ Indoing so, they have transformed the 21st-century battlespace into an environment of
persistent visibility and rapid engagement.

34 AfohaT H 3eglal 214t Wl & JeuaTT 1 i [FaRie 3R calet 3mshaoT arel ardra)or &
aRafda ¥ fear gl

e Front lines remain continuously exposed, and rear areas can no longer be assumed secure,
as multiple types of Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) can locate, track, and strike targets
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with unprecedented speed and precision.

3731 A AR 3SR et 8 3R IS & &Y 379 GRI&T 18T Alel ST el Fioh A ffeat yah
T AR §aT$ TUNTRRIT (UAS) 38Td 31Tt 3R FEIRT & A1 el &7 IelT w191 Hebel! &,
FoTehT UYST X Thall & 31X 3 TR g T FhalT &1

Across these concurrent theatres of conflict, the widespread — and in some cases decisive
— employment of drones has challenged established assumptions about how military power
is generated and applied.

ol THTATR HEr 8731 7 31T & ea1eh AR Fo Acl # ol 3uAer o 3§ 4o &1 Tetdr &
¢ o S ufed 8 3cueat 3R 3o H AT

They are reshaping doctrine, force structures, and future warfighting concepts.

3 A7 Fgiel, oo SRaeat 3R #frwr & Jey Haeh JEaRont F geriRenfia = @ )

The consequence has been the emergence of a continuous and interconnected battlespace

in which no position is truly beyond reach, and no movement can safely assume it will remain
concealed for long.

$Hh TROTFETET Teh fle AR IRETT 5T EHT JeHaTT 337 & Frast g oy Tef areciar
TET T STET 6T & 3R P o7 AT ST oAy TFoh It Tgo1 T 3R LT T FebelT |
Detection is increasingly followed by rapid engagement and destruction.

S I8 FI I o a16 1: 2frer gaer 3R faamer grar gl

Ukraine Drone War

g g

Nowhere has this transformation been more visible than in Ukraine, where Russia’s ‘Special
Military Operation’, launched in February 2022 as a conventional war involving combat
aircraft, tanks and artillery, evolved within two years into the world’s first industrial-scale,
drone-intensive conflict.

TE TRET T TISC 9 T Tghed 3 @S T2, Set weady 2022 7 o« o aran & &7 farahy
e Hf3Ter, S aReT 7 ofsiep faAmEt, ol R dtore o) el IRURen Jewr AT, &y asit
R faea & gger 3ANE T & ZT-TerTeT Fuy # Jeof 737

From the earliest stages of the Russian invasion, Ukraine rapidly adapted commercially
available drones — originally designed for civilian purposes such as aerial photography,
mapping, and basic surveillance — alongside a limited number of pre-existing military
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) assets into improvised reconnaissance and strike systems.

T 3ThHACT o TR TXOT H &1 ohel o SATTATTAeh & H TS ZleT — il Held: G
HICIATHT, ATATIAUT R VAT TAIRIAT ST AR 366331 & [l FA1T 1T & — qorr dfAd
HEAT 3 3TeTeY Vo AT §a1S aT@eT (UAV) 3T calRd §9 & 18T 33 3TeH0T sonforat
afafdd < faam

What had initially functioned as a support tool for intelligence gathering and guiding artillery
fire quickly evolved into a decisive combat capability.

SiY 9RET A QKT SRRl Tehel el AR ATET o gaell Sl HARTENT et & ferw 3uher fohe
STt &, & <frer € fAuiTaeh Jeereh &TeeT # Jee aTv|

Small quadcopters and First-Person View (FPV) drones were progressively weaponised
and deployed as low-cost, precision-guided munitions.

BIC FATSHICET 3N FEE-THT & (FPV) 31 FHr: gRART 7 aRafda e a1v 3ik & arera
Tl TEh-TAE R gfAURT & & 7 Ja1d fFw 3w

This shift marked a fundamental transformation in how unmanned systems were used on the
battlefield: from passive information-gathering platforms to active instruments of destruction.

S8 YR o JEHaTT H AR e JOMTerdl & 3YANIT T Tepfct T 7T T & Feref fear —
TS Faer-dare #at @ afsha faamRrsRY syl o |
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e By around 2024, drones had become fully integrated into almost every layer of Ukrainian
combat, ranging from tactical battlefield surveillance to frontline targeting and deep-strike
missions against logistics hubs, supply routes, and rear-area infrastructure.

TSI 2024 T ZleT Yohell J& o Tl & SIS Tedeh T H T G Tehiehd &1 Ieoh I, Ftetepr
39T QAR IR & Qe 31H A & Fre freRor 3R wae Fhal, 3mgfcd Al qar ds &
AT G R TG §H Al cfeh fohal SATet ofaTT|

e The operational template that emerged from this experience in Ukraine was subsequently
replicated, albeit to varying degrees and in different forms, across the continuing West Asian
conflicts.

W*ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ%nﬁaﬁﬁﬁgﬂ 3% §1¢ H AffeeT Tt 3R 31er91-3107e7
TR IR IR oiRgs vfrars wast 7 ofr 3rg=mar o
e This underscores the growing centrality of drones to contemporary warfare.

g L MY TIeh el H ZIeT T Tecll he 1 AT 1 I Tehel T &

FPV Revolution
TR Fwifar

e Atthe heart of Ukraine’s drone revolution is the FPV (First-Person View) system — an
inexpensive, commercially available platform originally designed for recreational racing and
aerial photography.
ehel T 3T FiTA & he H THRET (FEE-IHT 59) YOI § — Teh e AT ATell, SITAT L &
T 3YT H, TI Hel & & Hedllofen IHT AR gaTs BICTITHT o forw faenfae fenar aram |

e Controlled through a live video feed transmitted from an onboard camera to virtual-reality-
style goggles worn by their operators, FPV systems offer exceptional precision,
manoeuvrability, and responsiveness.

3TTSTS HAY A I osd dITSTY IS I Fellelehl SaRT Tg= ATV ae37e-RITereT Aol & et dh
qgeeRT fAATd fohT ST aTel ThdTel RiEes raTerRoT T, ITfaeferar 3R cafa afafshar

&THAT eTeT i g |

e These were then rapidly transformed into a broad spectrum of combat systems, including
FPV strike drones, bombers, interceptors, and long-range attack variants.

S8 S 3o ol A1l A Faffiet wepR & geur yonfot # aRafda frar arar, St vaddt
TCIBF 3T, THAES 3T, STTAT T el GiY & JTHAVTRNY HEFIOT ATHA B |
¢ Among the most prominent are heavy-lift hexacopter Vampire drones — nicknamed “Baba

Yaga” by Russian forces after the fearsome figure from Slavic folklore — alongside a vast
number of improvised modular platforms, assembled in multiple workshops across Ukraine.

oTd HRY HR dgeT e dlel §FATHICT IFIRIT 3T T7E ©, Foies T 131l o Folrar olteheharn3it
o $TATAE UTH & #ATH UR “FTET AT AT T & Seveh 3TN el 31T T 37e1eh hremennait &
AT a3 e 7 AlsgeR 3R dcy colewie o enfAier &1

e The most common are FPV kamikaze or strike drones, inexpensive quadcopters carrying

explosive payloads such as modified rocket-propelled grenade warheads or purpose-built
munitions, flown directly into targets as disposable precision-guided missiles.

FNAT Uhe-Ades s aRes AT [9AY &7 F AfAT farwies Tl o @ oeg )W 98R
A &, A I Teh IR 39T fhT St aTel G- R faamser g

e Their extremely low cost has radically reshaped battlefield economics, enabling systems
worth only a few hundred dollars to destroy armoured vehicles and equipment valued in the
millions.

GeTehl 31Tl hal AT o JEUATT Y FYeTTTUT 1 Hel T A derel 67 8, a8 Fo &t sler
HoT 1 Jonferdl orel STl Hed dlel SEaReE dlgail HIX STRIUI i 775 ot H TETH 81 1S 5|
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These systems operate within a broader Ukrainian deep-strike drone architecture that
includes loitering munitions such as RAM Il and UJ-31 Zozulya.

Y YOOI Gehot T AT SNT-FETFh FheT TIGAT b1 (8T 8, Torad RAM 11 3R UJ-31 FAISfean
SIET SeRaT FgferersT yonferr anfae &
The latter functions as an aerially deployed “parasite drone,” carried by the Ukrainian-

designed multi-purpose UJ-22 Airborne long-range UAVs, enabling penetration of contested
airspace under intensive electronic warfare conditions and extending operational reach.

UJ-31 FIS[eT Teh §aTS ¥ W claATel “UTATSE ST & & & 1 I &, TS Pohel SaRT
Wﬁ&@?ﬂ?%@ﬁﬂ UJ-22 TaRalet ofell g8 & UAV GaRT o SR STl §1 e ol Selerelfaten
g TRFEUfat & off farferc aragels F Jasr X Farers 1 9ga & faediRd Har gl

RAM I, by contrast, is a short-range precision loitering munition employed in coordination
with reconnaissance drones like the locally developed Shark and PD-2.

38 FaITlid, RAM Il Teh 31eq-gY & §éle eliear Fafaere &, foreet 39aier # i &9 8
I e 3R PD-2 S 26T 3T & Y FFHaT H fHIT SATAT B |

Improved variants offer greater range and endurance to expand their engagement envelope
against air defence systems and rear-area targets.

3T Sl TERIOT 3118 gt X AgeTelerdT e i &, fSradr arg-zaf gonferat ik fir &
811 3 Feurd oraat & faveyr 3ohr wemaeherdr ¢ Ard &1

Also included within Ukraine’s expanding drone inventory are bomber drones, largely
adapted from commercial DJI Mavic 3 and DJI Matrice 300 RTK quadcopter platforms
originally designed for aerial photography, surveying and industrial applications.

Gohel & TATATR ZieT $18R H qoHad gt ot Al €, [Siwe FLId: DIl Mavic 3 3R DJI
Matrice 300 RTK Si¥¥ ST A FaTSehice CIchiaA! & 3fefhicid fohar 3T 8, foiee el &9 &
gaTs BICiahr, Fdetor 3R 3ieaifEes 3uiet & forw s« aram &

These carry and release grenades, anti-tank mines and improvised munitions.
q I3, LT STERCT LT AT 3w e faehieen Al o St favrd g1

Unlike kamikaze systems, they survive missions and can conduct multiple sorties, making
them particularly effective against trenches, bunkers and other static positions.

FITAHISY FonferE & fredie, 3 fvereT 3 a1g GUEE ote 31 & 3 3ro¥eh TPty o of: 392
foru o wena §, oredt 3 @rgal, det 3R 3o PR 83 foiet & fasay faRly & 8 werdT
FAd &

Alongside these, Ukraine fields FPV-based strike systems like Pegasus and long-range,

one-way attack drones designed to strike deep inside Russian territory against logistics hubs,
airbases and critical infrastructure, far beyond the frontline.

g8 TARFT, Yool MW S8 THA-3TenR Fer8a FFes aur &l gl & UsheRwr
MHAUTRRY Zref o Fannfordt Tl &, Toiee & & #eR 1618 deh [8Uc e Shal, arghar 3rsst
3R AGAYOT TEEAT W gHA A & ToIv [ i foram ar g

In practice, however, the distinction between FPV strike drones and loitering munitions has
become increasingly blurred.

SATIGTN & F, THUIET Fer5eh 3ot R AeRer #=ferere & i< &7 3{cR IR %A gidT S @1
gl

Many FPV-based variants are now equipped with thermal imaging and night-vision
systems for round-the-clock operations.

3 A THYIE-3TTRT GE0T gaer AT 3R AEe-Rea yonfeai A g &, oag a
NG G Tarer e F FeTH ¢

But Ukraine’s most significant innovation has been the emergence of fibre-optic FPV
drones, an electronic warfare (EW)-resistant class of systems.
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T Zehet T Ho Heca Ul AR HIgaR-3iiToes Thdidt ST o1 fashrer &, S gaaeiioas Jau
(EW) FfaReft gonfort & v 715 Sof &1

e Unlike conventional drones, which rely on radio-frequency links vulnerable to jamming, these
platforms transmit commands and video through ultra-thin fibre-optic cables that spool out
during flight, rendering electronic interference largely ineffective.

IRUR 31, ST AT Tohdl 9T AR g § 31 SIfHeT & ufar Gagasher i &, 399
fReeT A TATHIA 3T Tdol PISaT-HTToeH Fadl & ATCIH T 31w IR NI Tha Asa &, s
33Tl & ENTe Geld! STl & 31 gl ifoleh GETaId h o177 forsyrammel gar ot 8

¢ In heavily contested electromagnetic environments, this capability restores a significant
operational advantage to drone operators by enabling missions to be conducted largely free
from electronic disruption.

e iR Ticreqelt fRega- g aTaravvil # Ig &THdT SieT FeTolehl i HgedquT HeTelellcHh
TGl YeTe Xl B, i 380 TRl &l Serreiioie SaaeIlall ¥ ofaTsTer Herd gleny Hlioid fahar
ST AHATE |

Regional Drone Networks

BT B e

e Meanwhile, unlike Ukraine, Hezbollah’s offensive Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS)
capability is primarily built around Iranian-supplied platforms with limited local modification,
relying heavily on systems like Ababil, Mohajer, and Shahed series.

34 s, Fehel o AT, RRSTeelTe T 1o ARTaRfed ga1$ T (UAS) &THdT HEA: $0T
TART 3T FATT AT CATHIAT I TR 8, T TATAT TR ) AfAT Feere fFuware g,
3R S JHW T § Jareler, AGTS TUT ARE S[@ell 1 Jonfodt «) @R &

e These platforms provide a layered operational architecture spanning ISR and strike functions.
¥ colewhiA G, AT 3R AR (ISR) T 3THAUT Heelh it I FATRT e aTell SEEad
HATeleTcHS TITeAT TeTed A g |

e Within this framework, the Mohajer-4 and Shahed-129 provide tiered-ISR coverage across

medium- to long-ranges, while the Shahed-136 loitering munition fulfils a ‘dedicated’ one-
way strike role across a wider regional theatre.

S8 TAT o 3Tl AGTIR-4 3R AMee-129 HLIH { el gf ok TRUTEEH ISR FHaksT Faled
A 8, STdfeh AMRG-136 deRar Fafereret carde & aRged 7 veh GAfd T
3TShACTRRY [T AT B

e More recently, Hezbollah has also adopted jamming-resistant fibre-optic FPV drones,
enabling operations in heavily contested electromagnetic environments and enhancing close-
range reconnaissance and precision strike effectiveness despite extensive Israeli electronic
warfare (EW) measures.

g1t o gAY H RRggears o AfT-gforiel wrea-3iftes vwdidt g off soame €, S srcafes
sfcreaelt faegd-Yaehia aTcTaRor & HeTelel &l THT Tolld & TUT T SoRTSell FAFE oA JGH
(EW) 39Tt & STarsig feiehe-gldl T 28T 3R HEreh JMTshaAvT &THT &l 96l & |

e Inresponse, the Israel Defence Forces (IDF) in Lebanon have developed a layered

counter-drone architecture, integrating EW systems, specialised radar arrays, and
experimental platforms like the Al-enabled Iron Drone Raider.

$Hh TeIT H A H T FoITger W q (IDF) 7 Ueh Tgec Zief-eft Faret A
¢, T @ EW gonferr, faisiehd TSR sicadh quT Al-WaTH 3T 31T 38T 54 S1eTcHS
COITHIH QAMTH & |

e This system is designed to neutralise low-altitude UAVs through kinetic, non-explosive

interception methods such as net capture — by which a physical net is deployed to entangle
and disable an incoming drone mid-air — or direct collision, rather than costly missile
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engagements.

g YTl foie=T FATS WX 35+ dTel UAVs & ate Feat St arfarst, IR-faewies 3ra1esT deheiiet
F AreIH O AT = & v [Afaa Fr s &, [59e gar 7 € v S 1 X 37 aTel 31T
P ol TSR [HaT ST &, 31UaT TeheT coFhi &t 3TN fhaT ST &, aTfes Ag 9T fRarsat
T JATIT o AT US|

e Alongside this, the IDF operates a multi-tiered UAV force structure combining long-
endurance Heron systems for persistent ISR with armed drones and loitering munitions
integrated into reconnaissance-strike complexes for rapid engagement.

g% AT &, IDF WEIEQ—T-IW UAV o §3TT TaTfeld dT &, forae Sreehifers ISR & forw
&I UMY, WA ST AT AT FIFA0T LMt &, T cafRed Mmoot 3 IY-3HTsharon
el 7 Tl famar gl

e lran, for its part, constitutes a third and structurally distinct model of drone warfare.
GER 3R, $0T ZeT JEET T Ueh AR IR TLeATcHe & U et HISeT el e &

e Rather than employing drones solely as tactical assets, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) integrates them into a broader strategy of deterrence, coercion, and power
projection against the U.S.-Israel combine and their regional partners across West Asia.

3IeT I Shelel AIHR S HHTET & & H ST Fo1 o To71Y, FEATAF RGN IS Hrow
(IRGC) 3v¢ IANFI-FoRIS ITSAIS dUT 31 givaa vl fud asieRi & fasey ufeiy,
gaTa 3R AfFd-eie fi s Wty & afEafad sar gl

e Through indigenous systems such as Shahed drone variants, alongside platforms supplied
to proxy forces across Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, and Yemen, the IRGC has demonstrated an
ability to threaten military bases, critical infrastructure, and naval assets across West Asia at
relatively low cost.

AT 3T & Tafest Fagel Heanivil qam g0, R, Aaere AR I3 7 Fgael qoggl 1
3YelSt] T 3T CACHIAT o ATETH § IRGC o 3TU&TIehd A AT TR A=Y 358, Hgeaqor
TETET3T 3R A A Gt B @R F STele i e7Har weiRia Hr g

Economy Shift
3 i & aRads

e Thus, across ongoing wars and conflicts, the drone revolution is defined as much by
economics as technology.

$8 YR, dciHTe et AR qert 7 g1 shifer shaer cTehotieh &1 oTgT, sfeh 3rdemes ganT ot
afeTd gl &1

e Cheap, mass-produced unmanned systems are swiftly and irreversibly replacing reliance on
expensive platforms, complex logistics, and specialised military structures, shifting the
advantage toward the scale, speed, and production capacity of UAS ecosystems.

FH T aTer 3R 93 Yo R AfAT asarfea Rcew 789 colewiat, sifed e saawamsit
3R Y A=y Teem3il W fAaRar & delt & 31k Tarl &0 @ yfaenfRa = ® &, oad sea
UAS qifeufae o=t i &, a1fd 31 3cdree e7ear i 3iR Treaiaa &y W

e Warfare, therefore, is increasingly becoming a test of industrial endurance and relentless
technological adaptation, where success depends on the ability to build, deploy, and counter
fast-evolving, continuously reconfigured drone systems.

TErERY, JEU He T §U SiteAforeh Fgereride 3R AR dehofihl 3iejehefe ST qeT sttt ST
TGT &, STGT et ey a1y 3 Farer et 8 T 3R ohmaR gereiRfaret gier sronforat 3 fvsor, daeh
3R wferer &y afedr o) e e 1

e And, in this rapidly evolving battlespace, drones are no longer just weapons, but the very
infrastructure of modern-day war — shaping how conflicts are surveilled, fought, sustained,
and ultimately decided.
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3R 58 ey a1f & Sereied JeeralT #, 3T 39 hdof §IUAR g1 T6 9T &, diosh d ITefleh Jerr i
HET HTUTAT I Foh ¢, ST I eIy o Tg & o Fersit 1 TaRel 3y hr Sieeft, Jewr

STST ST, 39 Y IATT T@T SITEAT 3R 37ad: 391 9RO $& TI g19m|
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